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Hey kids! Vacation Bible School starts in July!
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“The root of Christian love is not challenges many common thoughts
us to. Rolheiser suggests that prayers
the will to love, but the faith that one about why we pray. Prayer is not
greatest functions is to help us
is loved…”
about getting things from God. Nor is experience God’s love for us.
it about “having beautiful thoughts
While on retreat at the Jesuit
Center a few weeks ago my spiritual about God.”
director gave me some readings to
focus my thoughts.
One of those readings was an
article by Father Ronald Rolheiser.

Why we pray
Writing about prayer he

Prayer is about us “feeling God’s
affection for us.”
Abba Father loves ME.

Praying in this way opens the
door for me / us to experience the full
depth and breadth of who God is.
It expands my/our capacity to
love myself and others as Jesus called

Faith that we are loved

It was Thomas Merton who
wrote, “the root of Christian love is
not the desire to love, but
the faith that we are loved.”
Stop and think about that for a
moment.
CONTINUED on Page 8

J.A.M. grows community partnerships
If you walk down the hallways at
J.A.M. Christian Daycare, you will
hear activity and noise from all three
classrooms.

relationships we have seen grow
recently.
I wanted to share some of the
partnerships we are involved in:

Our infant and toddler rooms are
full and we have three openings in
preschool.
It is wonderful to watch teachers
Young Moms: We have par ents
and children interacting as we partner and teachers that are also members of
with parents to develop the whole
the Young Moms group.
child.
The church also participated in a
Recently as I reflected on J.A.M., diaper drive recently to support this
what struck me was the community
group.

Mushroom Festival: We
received another grant from the
Mushroom Festival and will be
hosting a Scholastic book fair this
year in our booth at the festival.
J.A.M. will also have a float in the
parade
Kindergarten Readiness
Project: I am a member of the
Kindergarten Readiness Project that
seeks to help parents prepare children
for success in kindergarten.
CONTINUED on Page 6
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Sign up for Vacation Bible School
Late next month First Baptist Church
— with the help of Linda and Ken Smith
and the Christian Education team — will
transform into a tropical uncharted
paradise for the church’s annual
Vacation Bible School.
This year’s theme is “Shipwrecked—
Rescued by Jesus.”
It promises to teach young
participants how Jesus rescues us when
we’re lonely, when we worry, when we
struggle, when we do wrong, and when
we’re powerless.
Vacation Bible School is open to
children in kindergarten through fifth
grade. Older children who would like to
still be involved can volunteer to help with
the annual event.
Parents can sign their children up in
one of the following ways:


Call the church at 610-444-5320



Send an e-mail to admin@ksqfbc.com



Go to our Website —
www.firstbaptistkennettsquare.com
— and follow the links to sign up
online.
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Reaching out
When there is a need, our First Baptist family responds overwhelmingly.
Your generosity in the recent diaper and clothing drives have made
a difference in the lives of many.

J.A.M. Director Nancy Nicewonger, left, and Linda
Mercner of Young Moms celebrate the 5,000-plus
diapers collected.

Clothing
drive
benefits
research
Visitors to First Baptist in mid-April were greeted
by bags of clothes outside the Sanctuary.

That was the result of the annual clothing drive
held by FBC and Kacie’s Cause, which benefitted the
University of Pennsylvania’s Center for the Studies of
Addiction and its Brain Behavioral Vulnerabilities Lab.
It has been sponsored by a Downingtown-area
family for the last seven years, seeking to raise money
by turning used clothing, linens, purses, and other items
into money to support the research currently being done
by the center. It is held in memory of James Walker,
who died in July 2010 after battling addiction. James’
birthday is in April, and the annual clothing drive is
held each year in that month.

This is 5,491 diapers
J.A.M. Daycare and First Baptist Church held a
diaper drive throughout Lent to support the vital work of
Young Moms.
Your generous donations allowed us to collect 5,491
diapers. You can learn more about the way they partner with
young mothers to build stronger families and a stronger
community at www.youngmomscommunity.com.

Did you know you
can sign up online
for VBS this year?
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Play (soft)ball!
First
Baptist’s
softball team
has eight more
games to play
in its regular
season. With
six of those
games at
home, there
are plenty of chances left to cheer them on!
Sunday

June 3

6:30 p.m.

A

Oxford

Monday

June 4

6:30 p.m.

H

Nottingham Baptist

Thursday

June 7

6:30 p.m.

H

The Grove

Sunday

June 10

6 p.m.

H

Stillwaters Presbyterian

Tuesday

June 12

6:30 p.m.

H

Cornerstone/Blue

Monday

June 18

6:30 p.m.

A

Stillwaters Presbyterian

Tuesday

June 19

6:30 p.m.

H

Mt. Vernon Christian

Monday

June 25

6:30 p.m.

H

Cornerstone Red

Fresolone to perform in ‘Evita’
Owen Fresolone will
take to the stage this month
in the Delaware All-State
Theatre’s production of
“EVITA.”

VBS is for kids
in
grades K-5!

He is part of a cast of
65 students who will bring to
life the story of Eva Peron,
“a poor Argentinian girl who
grows up to be the wife of
the president of Argentina,
worshipped by her people,”
according to the theatre’s Facebook page.
“EVITA” opens Saturday, June 23 at the Laird
Performing Arts Center at the Tatnall School. Shows
will be held June 23-24, 27-30, and July 1.
For more information, call 302-635-0754 or go
online at www.datsonline.org.
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Surfing with the Spirit at FBC
A surfboard that Pastor Dan
found in North Carolina now
adorns the front wall at First
Baptist, an artistic testament to
the church’s Vision Statement.
Artist Neilson Carlin used it
as a canvas to express our Vision
Statement and created a stunning
work of art.

The plain, ordinary
surfboard has been transformed into a great tool to help us
He also operates and teaches a fine arts academy in
remember and communicate how God is inviting us to live Kennett Square.
and move in this world.
Neilson also painted the official image for the 2015
Neilson is a Kennett Square-based artist known for
World Meeting of Families. You can read more about him
his sacred and devotional art, according to his biography. at his Website, www.neilsoncarlin.com.
His commissions can be found in churches in Wisconsin,
For those who would like to read more about the
Missouri, Minnesota, Illinois, California, and locally at
images on the surfboard, check out the explanation
Church of St. Mary in Schwenksville, Montgomery
hanging next to it.
County, and St. Rocco’s Church in Avondale.

See you in September
A number of our monthly programs will be on haitus
during the summer months. Slated to return in the fall are:
Youth

group: For youth in grades 6-12. Meets the first
Wednesday of every month from September through
June.
A

Call to Worship and Prayer: The bimonthly program
emphasizes musical worship and meets on the second and
fourth Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m. It is held from
September through April.
Wacky Wednesday Worship:

Lunch is served

The youth-created and
youth-led worship service meets on the third Wednesday
of the month from September through April. Dinner is
held for children and their families before the 6:30 p.m.
worship service.

Howard and Margaret Jamison and Pastor Dan
grilled hot dogs outside the church for the May
senior luncheon.

Men’s

Visitors to the church were also treated to the
tasty hospitality. The senior luncheon will next be
held in September.

 Senior luncheon: The monthly fellowship event for seniors

breakfast: The monthly morning fellowship for
men and boys of the church is held on the second
Saturday from September through May at 8 a.m.
is held on the last Thursday of each month from September
through May at noon. Lunch and a program are provided.
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New equipment sprouting in J.A.M. play area
Additional mushroom-themed playground equipment
will be sprouting in J.A.M. Daycare’s playground, thanks
to a grant from the Mushroom Festival for 2018.
The grant money will go toward renovating our
playground to a mushroom theme.
We started last year with a Mushroom House for the
infant area, purchased with
grant funds from the
Mushroom Festival.
This year the toddler and
preschool areas will have mushroom-shaped climbing
equipment. The items used with grant funds help us
maintain a high-quality environment by giving children
different opportunities to develop varying skills such as
climbing, jumping, balance and problem solving.
We are grateful for this contribution as we partner
with parents to develop the whole child.

J.A.M. cultivates community partnerships
CONTINUED fr om Page 1

As part of this effort, the church
will collect gently used children’s
books during Vacation Bible School
to contribute to the Lucky Reading
program.
J.A.M. has applied for a pre-K
Counts classroom; this classroom
would be funded by the state budget,
and eligible children would attend at
no cost to the parent.
Local directors: I attend a
directors’ group and work with other
directors on projects that benefit both
J.A.M. families and the community

La Communidad Hispana:
I toured the facilities
and met with staff to
explore ways we can
partner with LCH.

First Baptist Church has come
alongside J.A.M. and supports the
program by providing leadership and
facility support and by including
J.A.M. families in activities sponsored
Kennett Square Library: I have by the church.
met with staff at the library, and
There are other local
children will begin visiting the library organizations that we are developing
on a regular basis.
new relationships with.
Friends Home: Shar on
coordinates regular visits where
children can interact with the
residents.
And last but not least …

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare

It has been exciting to share our
story with others and see their interest
in our program.

Nancy Nicewonger
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MISSIONS

What is One Great Hour of Sharing?
This month we will collect for
One Great Hour of Sharing.
OGHS is the fund used by
American Baptist Churches (ABC) to
help people and places around the
world that have been impacted by
natural disasters.
This year’s theme is “More than
we can imagine.”
According to ABC, One Great
Hour of Sharing (OGHS) includes
refugee and immigration ministries,
development projects, and 24/7
emergency relief.
In 2017, more than $3.385
million was raised, of which 75
percent went for emergency relief, 17
percent went for sustainable development, 4 percent went for refugee and
immigration ministries, and 5 percent
went for administration and
promotion.
Eighty-two percent of the $2.5
million spent on emergency relief
helped those in the United States and
throughout the world who were
affected by hurricanes. That includes
hurricane relief in Cuba and Haiti,
Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico, and other disaster strikes,” according to
areas, according to American Baptist literature for OGHS. “One Great Hour
Churches.
of Sharing serves people in over 80
countries around the world.
“With our extensive network of
Sponsored by eight Christian U.S.
international and domestic partners,
American Baptists are able to make a denominations and Church World
Service, OGHS makes sure that we
difference wherever and whenever
can respond to needs as soon as they

happen and that tens of thousands of
people receive support for ongoing
relief, rehabilitation, and
development.”
Read stories related to this year’s
theme in your church bulletins

Do you want to get involved with VBS, but you’re not a
kid? Be one of our purr-fect crew leaders or volunteers!
Just ask Linda Smith ...
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John, Debbie Coats deal with crises in Cambodia
We have had several crises one after another, one of
them family-related.

Debbie and Jesse both went to and met in the city
where Debbie knew good vaccines were available. Jesse
needed shots on days 1, 4, 7, and 28.

Thankfully they are not only resolved, but the Lord
has used each situation to bring about good. To mention
Jesse was in the midst of training and leading a
one, a nearby youngish pastor was scammed by
discipleship outreach team in a distant province and
experi-enced foreign scammers out of $2,100, a huge sum wanted to return quickly to his duties.
for rural Cambodians.
So he got his first shot and returned to the
John and Debbie
Worse yet, he had borrowed the money.
village with the remaining vaccines in a small
Coats are
Very distraught, he was considering leaving
cooler.
missionaries
that
his ministry to find a way to pay his debt.
Debbie was nervous he would not find a
About the same time, it also became
clear to us there was a growing problem
with his wife’s behavior,
jeopardizing their ministry. Debbie and I,
especially
Debbie, had a good opportunity to have a
heart-to-heart talk with her.

First Baptist
Church of Kennett
Square supports
financially. This
update was from
May 25.

nurse who knew how to give the injection as
they had to be given via an unusual method.
I was more concerned that Jesse, who is
often in a hurry, would not refill the cooler
with ice in a timely fashion and the vaccines
would spoil.

Death from rabies is 100 percent, and it is an
Like many women here, she felt rejected by her
awful way to die.
father. The emotional scars led to bitterness and anger
In the end it all worked out and we are so grateful to
which she took out on her husband and younger women in
God. Jesse was happy he had been bitten because it turned
their ministry.
out a little girl in the dog’s household had also been bit
Debbie did a great job of counseling her and sharing and was not going to go for treatment. But
some of her own past struggles.
because Jesse was bit and was going to the city, she and
The pastor’s wife, who felt very trapped, was very
her father went along, thereby saving the girl’s life.
encouraged when she realized there was an explanation
Cambodia has the highest incidence of death by
for her anger and that there was hope of release if she
rabies than any other country with records.
forgave her father and those who had done her wrong in
the past.
The couple’s dynamic ministry has brought many
In the USA
young people to Jesus, but their ministry was teetering on
Debbie and I happen to be in the United States for a
destruction with these two crises. We now have good hope
short time to see Micah graduate, help Debbie’s mom to
they and the ministry will be able to overcome and will
prepare to move out of her house, and generally spend
come out stronger and better than before.
some time with our aging parents.
While we will not have adequate time to visit folks
this time, we plan to return in two years to see you folks
Jesse and dog
who have been so faithfully supporting us in so many
A matter close to Debbie’s heart was to learn that Jes- ways.
se had been bit by a rabid dog while he was in a
Blessings,
remote village on the other side of Cambodia. The dog
died from the disease the same day it bit Jesse.

John
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From the community: Sharing God’s faithfulness
First Baptist hosted the funeral services for Hazel
We have been married 71 years and I believe the
(Weller) Troilo on Monday, March 12. A few weeks later |secret to this is because of Hazel’s solid spiritual base
we received this thank-you note from her husband Frank here at this church; and it was she that brought me also
Troilo.
into the Kingdom of God through Jesus and the
|scriptures. I was baptized in this beautiful church and I
myself have many memories of events there.”
“We express our deep appreciation for the use of the
First Baptist Church facilities…for my wife’s funeral
service.
We may never truly know the depth nor the extent of
our ministry. Our call is to remain a “Christ Centered
It was so meaningful to me to come back to Hazel’s
community where we use our gifts and abilities to meet
spiritual roots where she and her siblings grew in
faith. Hazel and I were married at this church on June 29, the needs of individuals and families and help people
grow into mature followers of Jesus.”
1946 after I served 32 months in the Army during World
War II.

Celebrating believers’ baptism The root of Christian love
April 22 was an exciting day in the life of First
Baptist Church. Our baptismal was used twice — once
during our morning worship service when Kenny Church
was re-baptized, and again when Monte Horeb met for
worship.

God has been
good to both
congregations, and
we are seeing the
Spirit move in the
lives of those who
call First Baptist
home. Praise God for
what He is doing in
and through us here
at First Baptist!

CONTINUED fr om Page 1

How many have struggled to love others? Think of
the times when you have known the correct response is
love or forgiveness but just could not find it within
yourself to move that way.
Could it be that we jump to “showing” love before
understanding, truly embracing the depth of Abba
Father’s love for us?
Until we make that discovery…until we experience
the love of Jesus in a personal, relational way there is
little hope of us truly submitting to one another in love.
My greatest expressions of love come when I am
confident that I am loved…loved by Abba Father…being
able to rest in that reality is what sets captives free.

A “simple” prayer
One of the simple prayers I have been offering up to
God these days goes something like this…
“Abba Father, help me to see myself as You see
me. Help me to know and experience the depth of your
love for me.”
I will be better able to love like Jesus the more I
know…truly believe that Abba Father loves me just as
He loved Jesus.

Pastor Dan
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Help us wish a happy birthday to:
Robin Hawkes
Ana Poole
Geri Brenthal
Chris Mellinger
Jackie Bogle
Natalie Poole
Kent Reasons
Barbara Weer
Nancy Seldomridge
Christopher Norris
Richard Weaver
Charlie Bossert
George Hostetler
Martha Dunn
Shirley Campbell
Michelle Nask
Daniel Nicewonger
Rachel Alexander

June 4
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 22
June 24
June 27
June 29
June 30
July 1
July 2
July 6
July 10
July 15
July 18
July 18
July 22

Elizabeth Ely
Kathy Allaband
Howard Jamison
Jekelle Carrigan
Betty Gordon
Augustus Dean Barlow
Glenn Anderson
Susan Taylor
Ella Ross
April Allaband
Donna Bogle
LouAnn Nask
Marcia Burton
Barbara West
Margaret Miles
Robert Alexander
Alexandra Lucas
Richard Nicewonger

July 22
July 24
July 25
July 26
Aug. 3
Aug. 7
Aug. 9
Aug. 9
Aug. 19
Aug. 23
Aug. 23
Aug. 23
Aug. 24
Aug. 24
Aug. 25
Aug. 27
Aug. 28
Aug. 30

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com

W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.

J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Monthly happenings at FBC
Starting with this newsletter, we will no longer be
including the church calendar in these pages.

are available in May, June, and July. Kennett Florist
provides the flowers. The cost is $30. A sign-up sheet
can be found next to the elevator.

It is available online through the church Website,
www.firstbaptistkennettsquare.com.

Do you get the prayer chain e-mails?

If you would prefer a paper copy, please let Monica
know and she will gladly print one out for you.

The church office is updating the list of those who
receive prayer updates through e-mail.

There is a list in the Welcome Center where people
can add their names, update their e-mail addresses, or
Sign up for Sunday flowers
cross off their names if they are no longer interested in
receiving those updates. Please check it out over the next
Is there a loved one you want to remember? An
two Sundays. The prayer chain allows us to notify you,
anniversary or other occasion you’d like to
commemorate? Sign up for flowers that will decorate the our church members and friends, when someone is in
front of the Sanctuary on a particular Sunday. Openings need of prayer or other assistance.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks to
6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

