September 2018

Wacky Wednesday, other programs return

CONNECTIONS
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

First Baptist’s unique role
What makes First Baptist Church special? How has
God created us unique from all other faith communities
within Kennett Square?

lead worship services.


June 2018 marked the beginning of my fifth year
serving as your pastor. Let me share with you some of the
things I have learned in the past years.


FBC is a congregation that
welcomes those who are struggling.
We are a place of healing,
transformation and renewal.
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Ageless Encounters
With God



We have a rich history and we are
committed to honor the “great cloud
of witnesses” who have gone before
us.



At the same time, we are willing to try new things.
Change is scary. You have shown a willingness to step
into the unknown and use new models of ministry.
This is exciting.


 Ageless Encounters With God: On
specific Sundaymornings we will bring
the entire community together during
the Sunday School hour, to share how
God is at work in our lives.
There will be times for each class to
share something they are learning followed by a time
of fellowship downstairs. You can read more about this
in the newsletter, on Page 2.
“Chosen Generation” is the name of our Sunday
School class for 6th graders through college students. In
this class we work to help high school students serve as
a help to junior high students.
Our college students have an opportunity to
exercise leadership and take on some of the teaching
responsibilities. Rather than separating and segmenting
each age group, we believe they can learn from each
other.



Our community values all people, regardless of age.
One way to express this would be to say we have an
intergenerational ministry. On any given Sunday
morning there may be children serving as worship
leaders, ushers, pastor’s partners and many other
important roles.
Our goal is to include people of every age in the
life of our community. We can learn so much from
each other.



As we own and celebrate this unique piece of who we
This fall we are taking a step further in our
are as a congregation, we are praying God will bless and
intergenerational ministry. We are identifying
intergenerational ministry as a strength of FBC, and we help us live out our Vision to help grow people into
mature followers of Jesus.
are seeking to live into the unique gift God has given
us as a congregation.



You will continue to see people of all ages helping to

Pastor Dan
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Join us for Ageless Encounters With God
First Baptist
Church of Kennett
Square is introducing a
new Intergenerational
Sunday School
series this month.

9:45 a.m. Gathering
9:50 a.m. Worship (1-2 songs)
10 a.m. Children’s activity
10:10 a.m. Speakers
10:30 a.m. Dismissal

“Ageless
Encounters With God” will replace
Sunday School on specific Sunday
mornings.
Each “Ageless Encounters” will
revolve around a theme and include
worship, a children’s activity, and
speakers. The first one will be

Sunday, Sept. 30.
Sept. 30: Theme is
Rally Day, and the
speakers will be sharing
evangelism testimony.

Nov. 11: Focus on
Dwight and Barbara Bolick,
missionaries from Chile, who will be
visiting FBC.

Ageless Encounters
With God

and spiritual goals for 2019.
Dec. 23: Theme is Chr istmas,
and activities will include a Christmas
March 31: Theme is Lent and
pageant and holiday songs.
Easter.
Dec. 30: Theme is New Year ’s
June 30: Theme is Missions.
A few years ago, FBC made a decision to make the best
use of our facility.
We have worked to be open to allowing local community
groups the opportunity to use the space God has blessed us
with.

Saturday, Sept. 29 from 3-7 p.m.
New Garden Township Park

Join us Sept. 29 from 3-7 p.m. at New Garden Township
Park to celebrate this wider community. FBC will provide hot
dogs and all the fixings for everyone. You bring a dish to
share and your lawn chairs. There will be games for the
children (and adults).

New lights showcase FBC
Have you ever talked with people about First Baptist
Church of Kennett Square and had them ask, “Where is that
church?”
It has been a recurring theme with many people for a
long time.
You would think that being right here on West State
Street, people would see and know that we were here.
Unfortunately, that is not the truth.
Over the past few months our property team has taken
steps to help correct that issue.
They had lighting installed across the front of the church. These lights highlight
the beautiful stone building and cannot help but draw people’s attention to our church
facility.
Thank you to the property team for all their hard work on this project.
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See what’s starting up in September
September means back-to-school for children and parents. But at First Baptist Church, September means some of
our favorite programs will begin again this month.
Programs like Wacky Wednesday Worship, the senior luncheons and men’s breakfasts, and youth group will start
meeting this month after having taken the summer off.

3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. (Dinner at 6 p.m.)

Men’s breakfast

Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. For more information, see
The first men’s breakfast of Jill Nicastro.
the fall will be held Saturday,
Sept. 8 at 8 a.m. Join us for a
time of fellowship and food.
Senior luncheon
Sign up in the Welcome Center.
The first senior luncheon of
the 2018-2019 season will be
held at noon on Thursday, Sept.
Youth group
27.
First Baptist’s youth group
The luncheons are held on
will begin meeting again in Septhe last Thursday of each month
tember. The group, for kids in
from September through May.
grades 6-12, meets the first
All are welcome.

Meeting with Friends starts Sept. 5
Meeting with Friends is a diverse group of
theologically curious Christians that meet on
Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. in the library at the
Kennett Meeting House to discuss various writings
and books.
After a break for the summer, we will reconvene on Wednesday, Sept. 5 to begin a seven-week
study of the Gospel of John.
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Worship team upgrades sound
One of our music ministry goals for
this year is to invest in improving our
musical equipment — as a part of our
overall belief that worship takes work
and effort.
To that end drummer Nick Goble
and I spent a few hours at Guitar
Center recently picking out new drum
heads, the gently used and better quality
cymbals, and little things like hardware
and guitar picks.
These upgrades will make a
noticeable difference in sound!

Dr. Christopher Wells
Elder of Worship

Food drive takes bite out of hunger
First Baptist and 12 other churches helped collect
more than four tons of food in the spring food drive held
by The Constellation Network. That is enough food to
feed 2,000 people for a single day.
The food benefits families and others who use the
food cupboards at Kennett Area Community Service,
Oxford Neighborhood Services Center, The Bridge in
West Grove, and Mission Santa Maria.
First Baptist, J.A.M., and Brownie Troop 4424
collected 287 pounds of food for Kennett Area
Community Service (KACS).

Twenty-three
paper bags, filled with
food staples like
canned goods, cereals,
pasta, and peanut
butter, were dropped
off at Kennett Area
Community Service.

"Our local cupboards are seeing a growing
number of families in need, which means that
And while the
these donations move on and off their shelves
food drive has
very quickly," said Kate Uhler, The Constellation
long-since ended, the need at the food cupboard at KACS
Network's director of community engagement.
will continue.
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MONTE HOREB

Celebrating fellowship
From our brothers and sisters of Monte Horeb:
"We celebrated a Christian fellowship with other
churches. It was wonderful using First Baptist Church’s
facilities to give honor and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ,
and to receive brethren from Georgetown and Marydel,
Delaware. Thank you, brothers and sisters from FBC
Kennett Square and pastor Dan Nicewonger!"
It is exciting to see the ministry of Monte Horeb
growing and thriving. They are exploring ways to partner
with FBC as we look to minister together.
We are exploring ways Monte Horeb can help
support the missions efforts of FBC. Some of the men
from MH are also looking to participate in the upcoming
workday.
The Spirit of God is working...we are riding a wave

of partnership and collective mission. The FBC
community is much larger than we often have eyes to see.

Pastor Dan

MONTE HOREB

Honoring ‘Day of the Bible’
Monte Horeb Church celebrated "The Day of the Bible" in late August with the
participation of young boys and girls and the church's choir.
Other men and women performed special numbers related to the event.
The pastor delivered a message on Ezra 7:10, encouraging the congregation to
follow Ezra's example: To know more about the Bible; to obey the Word of God; and
to share the Good News with everyone.
We thank God for this opportunity to celebrate The Holy Scripture.
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J.A.M. highlights active learning
At J.A.M., we engage
children in active learning
experiences that develop
the whole child.

go to purchasing books for
the Lucky Readers Club to
add to the 600 books we
collected during VBS.

This year, the funds
earned from the Giant
Rewards program were
used to give the children
special days during the
summer.

Other proceeds will go
to purchase books for our
J.A.M. classrooms.

J.A.M. families will
be involved in a reading
campaign during
We were able to have September called Reading
Lego day, camping day,
Matters. Parents will be
music day, sensory day,
encouraged to read each
cooking week, and art day. day to their child for 20
minutes.
The participation of
church members in the
According to research
Giant Rewards program
by Scholastic, a child who
helped us make the
reads 20 minutes per day is
summer extra special for
exposed to 1.8 million
our children.
words per year and scores
in the 90th percentile on
J.A.M. students also
standardized tests.
experienced a preschool
Vacation Bible School in
We are working hard
connection with the church at J.A.M. to give parents
VBS. The children love
the resources they need to
“going to church!”
start their child on the path
to school readiness and
J.A.M., with help
school success.
from FBC, is hosting a
Scholastic Book Fair
The book fair is one
during the Mushroom
more tool to help children
Festival on Sept. 8-9.
enjoy the experience of
Affordable books will be reading.
available for children and
adults. Some of the
proceeds from the sale will Nancy Nicewonger

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare

Students at
J.A.M.
learned how
fun camping
could be
over the
summer.
Camping Day
included
fishing,
playing
games, and
enjoying
S’mores.
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MISSIONS

What is World Mission Offering?
Ever wonder what the World Mission
Offering does and why we support it?
International Ministries has put
together the following description.
World Mission Offering (WMO)
gifts, like all gifts to the IM General
Fund, are used 84 percent for mission
program (global servant, partner and
other ministry support), 10 percent for
administrative support, and 6 percent
for development costs.
All global servant personalized
support is targeted for global servants.
Each year, IM global servants seek to
raise approximately $9.7 million of
the $12.6 million needed for their
ministry programs.
As the body of Christ, we are in
partnership with those in the ﬁeld,
those in the home ofﬁce, those in the
local churches and individual donors.
When each area contributes, no

one group carries the full burden of
expense. IM does not ask global
servants to raise all of the funding that
they need, but comes alongside them
in ﬁnancial support as well as in
ministry.
Whenever personalized funding
falls short, the WMO gifts ﬁll the gap
so that global servants can stay in the
ﬁeld; continue in ministry; receive income and beneﬁts; and cover
ministry expenses such as education,
visas and passports.
WMO gifts also ﬁll the gaps in
funding for other IM expenses so that
International Ministries can continue
to support global servants with
services such as training, networking,
promotion and pastoral care; address
crises whenever they arise; and so
much more.

transparent communications.
It includes expenses associated
with IM’s website, training
conferences, donor support,
brochures, the Guide to Global
Servants, WMO materials, e-mails,
management of ministry project funds,
and more.
Administrative support is the part
of IM’s budget that keeps all
operations running, by providing staff
to serve global servants, IRS
compliance measures, and ofﬁces for
the home staff.

Each year, International
Ministries raises approximately $1.3
million in World Mission Offering
funds which, together with individual
gifts, investment income, legacy gifts
and ongoing development and
fundraising, keeps the work of IM’s
Ministry support refers to the cost global servants and partners and other
of providing ﬁnancial accountability ministries moving forward.
and maintaining up-to-date and

Abolishing global slavery

JENI PEDZINSKI
IM missionary
in Thailand

Ten-year-old Manaw (a pseudonym) was brought
from Myanmar to Chiang Mai, Thailand, by her brother
to work in a straw-making factory.

For three long years, Manaw was forced to labor for
17 hours daily. She was never permitted to attend school
and never received any wages. She begged her employer
to be allowed to visit her family. She was refused and
threatened that if she tried to go on her own, she would
be arrested for living and working in Thailand without
citizenship papers.
One morning, Manaw ran away. She walked until
she came to a market where she asked a vendor for
directions. Concerned for the 13-year-old’s safety, the
vendor took her to the police, and she was eventually

referred to the New Life Center Foundation (NLCF).
Since then, Manaw has markedly improved in her
writing and speaking in Thai. The NLCF is working hard
to reunite Manaw with her family in Myanmar. This
young girl has far to go, but she no longer walks the way
alone.

Jeni Pedzinsky
About World Mission Offering: WMO helps International Ministries
minister to the needs of those in recovery.
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Remembering this year’s Roatan trip

Thank you for your prayers during my trip to Roatan
this year! I was able to stay for two weeks again.
This year our big focus was on distributing TOMs
shoes. Nidia Webster, a lady from Roatan with whom we
partner during our trip, had just received 250 boxes of
TOMs shoes when we arrived.
We would visit about four or five schools each day
and give out the shoes. The size of each school would
vary; some had 30 students others had 150 students.
By the end of the two weeks we had given out around
FBC and Team Prayers for the Journey present

Mini-Relay For Life

1,800 pairs of shoes!
We also helped with the annual senior luncheon this
year. About 400 seniors attended. At the end there were
raffle items, and the oldest member from each community
received a gift basket. The seniors always have a great
time, and it is a wonderful event to be apart of!
I had an amazing time in Roatan, and I can't wait to
go back next year!!

Rayann Nicewonger

Join us Sunday, Oct. 28

Saturday, Oct. 13 from 4-8 p.m.
Join us at the
church for a time of
remembering,
supporting and
honoring those who
have and are fighting
cancer.
The event, held at
First Baptist, will feature a silent auction, bake sale and
food, raffles, games and activities for kids.
The opening ceremony begins at 4:15 p.m.,
followed by a greeting, the survivors’ walk, the group
walk, a luminaria lighting at 7:30 p.m., and the closing
ceremony.

No pre-registration is required. Sign up the day of
the event. For more information, see Kathy Allaband.

after Kennett’s Halloween parade

Bowlers wanted
First Baptist Church of Kennett
Square is starting a bowling team.
We are looking for potential
bowlers to join us every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. — starting
Sept. 4 — at Timber Lanes in Oxford. The more you strike
out, the better!
The Southern Chester County Church Sports League, of
which FBC is a member, features a bowling league in
addition to basketball and softball leagues. If interested,
contact Andrew Nicastro for more information.
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FBC provides bibles for Togo
Over the summer, First
Baptist sent $450 to the Bible
Society of Togo to purchase 50
Bibles (in West African French)
for new believers!

Lomé. The ministry is a family
ministry led by Reverend
Raymond Afangbedjee, his wife
Antoinette, and their 19-year-old
son Bright.

Togo is one of the smallest
countries in West Africa. In fact,
its population of about 7.5
million is just over half of the
population of the state of
Pennsylvania.

This remarkable young man
has been our primary contact
over the last 18 months and has
sent us pictures of their work,
informed us of the dozens of
lives that have been saved by
their ministry, and asked us how
they can pray for us.

In the last four years First
Baptist Church has invested
time, money, and energy into
Our relationship with this
using Facebook as a platform for ministry has grown in wonderful
sharing the good things that God ways. They continue to send
is doing in our midst.
pictures of their ministry, for
example, Vacation Bible School
In November 2016 that
investment allowed us to make a in West Africa! Furthermore,
they have faithfully prayed for
connection with a vibrant
Bill Miller (our Missions Team
ministry in the capital city of
lead), Pastor Dan and his battle
this small African country,
with cancer, and our ministry
generally.

Shipwrecked
This year’s Vacation Bible School, held July 23-27,
drew more than three dozen children to the church
for a tropical adventure. The theme was
“Shipwrecked: Rescued By Jesus.” Activities included games, songs, crafts, and daily Bible verses to
show the young visitors just how Jesus can rescue
them from the storms in their lives.

A representative of the Bible Society of Togo,
Bright Afangbedjee, Antoinette Afangbedjee, and
Pastor Raymond Afangbedjee pick up the Bibles
that First Baptist sponsored for their ministry.
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Join us in celebrating these birthdays
Samantha Eaton
Bob Weer
Daisy Hendershot
Krystal McDonald
Fred Osborne
Sharon Chambers
Eric Lundquist
Dennis Mellinger
Lisa Steinberger
Jean Tinder
Ann Metsis
Abby Rzucidlo
Sandy Lundquist
Lewis Taylor
Patrick Fresolone
Nick Everhart
Donald Poole Jr.

Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 7
Sept. 7
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 29

Charmaine Everhart
Debora Gray
Heather Hendershot
Logan Ashby
Roxie Sheets
Jessica Bryer
Briella McDonald
Owen Fresolone
Violet Hendershot
Alfred Miles
Carolyn Thomas
Carol Newsom
James Sturgis
Dennis Chambers
Cora Goldberg
Sarah Potthoff

Sept. 30
Oct. 2
Oct. 3
Oct. 6
Oct. 10
Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 15
Oct. 17
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 22
Oct. 24
Oct. 24
Oct. 25

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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Looking ahead at First Baptist
3

(M)

4
5

(T)
(W)

8
8/9
9
10
11

(S)

12

(W)

15
18
19

(S)
(T)
(W)

(Su)
(M)
(T)

22
23
25

(S)
(Su)
(T)

26

(W)

27
29

(R)
(S)

30

(Su)

SEPTEMBER
Labor Day
J.A.M., church office closed
Bowling league begins
Youth Group
Meeting With Friends
Men’s breakfast
Mushroom Festival
NO FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
Missions meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Bowling
Call to Worship and Prayer
Meeting With Friends
Elder/deacon meeting
Bowling
Wacky Wednesday Worship
American Baptist Women
Meeting With Friends
Monte Horeb anniversary
Membership class-9:45 a.m.
Caregiver Support Group
Bowling
Call to Worship and Prayer
Meeting with Friends
Senior luncheon
FBC Community Picnic
at New Garden Park
Ageless Encounters with God (Rally Day)
Love Gift offering

OCTOBER
2
3

(T)
(W)

8

(M)

9

(T)

10

(W)

13

(S)

14

(Su)

16
17

(T)
(W)

20
23

(S)
(T)

24
25
28

(W)
(R)
(Su)

7
10
11

(W)
(S)
(Su)

12
13
14
17
18

(M)
(T)
(W)
(S)
(Su)

21 (W)
22/23
27
28

(T)
(W)

Bowling
Youth Group
Meeting With Friends
Elder/deacon meeting
Missions meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Bowling
Call to Worship and Prayer
Meeting With Friends
NO MEN’S BREAKFAST
Mini Relay for Life
Fellowship breakfast (fundraiser for
basketball team)
Bowling
Wacky Wednesday Worship
American Baptist Women
Meeting With Friends
Fall cleanup
Caregiver Support Group
Bowling
Call to Worship and Prayer
Senior luncheon
World Mission Offering
Trunk or Treat
NOVEMBER
Youth Group
Men’s breakfast
Fellowship luncheon
Ageless Encounters with God (missionaries)
Missions meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer
Elder/deacon meeting
Community Thanksgiving
Service, 7 p.m.
American Baptist Women
J.A.M., church office closed
for Thanksgiving Holiday
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer

To view the full calendar, go to the church Website (ksqfbc.com) and click on Church Life<Calendar.
You can also view it online by going to ksqfbc.simplechurchcrm.com/calendar

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com

W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.

J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Mushroom Festival

Membership classes

Look for FBC at this year’s Mushroom Festival,
slated to be held Saturday, Sept. 8 and Sunday, Sept. 9.

Interested in becoming a member of First Baptist
Church of Kennett Square? Classes will be held at
We will have a booth during the street festival, and various times throughout the year for those who would
are looking for volunteers to help staff both the booth and like to pursue the path of membership.
the Welcome Center over those two days.
The first membership class will be at 9:45 a.m.
Sunday, Sept. 23. Additional membership classes will be
held on the following dates and times:

Fall cleanup

Mark your calendars for the fall cleanup next month.
Starting at 8 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 20, volunteers will
be needed to clean the church and property. If you are
interested in helping out, please see Tim McDonald.



6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3;



9:45 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 17; and



6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.

For more information about membership, please
see Pastor Dan.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

