November 2018

In the heart of town … with the town at heart

CONNECTIONS
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

Advent season begins Dec. 2
Join us starting Dec. 2 as we join
millions of Christians around the globe
in celebrating the season of Advent.
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Message: Pastor Dan.
Readings: Psalm 126 (Old
Testament), Philippians 1: 3-11 (New
Testament), and Luke 3: 1-6 (Gospel).
Dec. 16

We celebrate what is to come
when Christ returns. We focus on a
season of preparation — preparing to
celebrate the birth of Jesus and
preparing ourselves to live for Christ
each day.

Make plans to join us for this very
special season of the church year.

Ageless Encounters

Dec. 9

Advent marks the beginning of
the church calendar and a time of
expectant waiting and preparation.

Advent is a season of great joy as we
focus on what the birth of Christ means
for us each and every day of our lives.

Index

Message: Elder of Worship Dr.
Christopher Wells.
Readings: Isaiah 12: 2-6 (Old
Testament), Philippians 4: 4-7 (New
Testament), and Luke 3: 7-18 Gospel).
Dec. 2
Message: Pastor Dan.
Readings: Psalm 25: 1-9 (Old
Testament), 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
(New Testament), and Gospel: Luke 21:
25-36.

FBC partners with Monte Horeb

Dec. 23
Message: Nancy Nicewonger.
Readings: Psalm 80: 1-7 (Old
Testament), Hebrews 10: 5-10 (New
Testament), and Luke 1: 39-55 (Gospel).

Annual meeting

Monday, Dec. 24 will
mark a new day for First
Baptist Church of Kennett
Square.

There will be a short business
meeting immediately following the
morning worship service on Sunday,
Dec. 9.

Our Christmas Eve
service will be held in
partnership with Monte
Horeb!

We will be acting upon a
proposed 2019 budget and a slate of
officers to serve for 2019.

Monte Horeb has been
worshipping in our facility
for years.
It will be great to have
our two communities join
together to celebrate our common faith.
Christmas Eve service will begin at 7 p.m. Come join us as together we lift our
voices in celebration of the birth of our Savior.

Following the meeting, we will
have our monthly fellowship
luncheon. The luncheon, which will
be catered, is sponsored by the
Elder/Deacon Board.
Tickets are $10 per person, or
$25 maximum per family, and will be
sold through Dec. 9.
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Check out the holiday-themed ‘Ageless Encounters’
There are two
chances left in 2018 to
experience the new
Intergenerational
Sunday School series,
“Ageless Encounters
With God.”

9:45 a.m. Gathering
9:50 a.m. Worship (1-2 songs)

worship, a children’s
activity, and speakers. .

Dec. 23: Theme is
Christmas, and activi10:10 a.m. Speakers
ties will include a
10:30 a.m. Dismissal
Christmas pageant and
holiday songs.
“Ageless Encounters” replaces
This year’s Christmas pageant is
Sunday School on specific Sunday
titled “Away in the Manger.”
mornings.
Dec. 30: Theme is New Year ’s
Each “Ageless Encounters” will and spiritual goals for 2019.
revolve around a theme and include
10 a.m. Children’s activity

Bring Christmas to YoungMoms
Help bring Christmas to YoungMoms participants by
purchasing gifts for the program’s Christmas shopping event.
At the Christmas shopping event, young moms can shop for
toys, crafts, and books for their children using “Bucks” they earn
throughout the year by participating and meeting goals. You can
help by buying an item from YoungMoms’ Amazon wish list by
Nov. 25. Go online at facebook.com/youngmomscommunity2010
For more information on YoungMoms, go online to
www.youngmomscommunity.com.

Ageless Encounters
With God

March 31: Theme is Lent and
Easter.
June 30: Theme is Missions.

Christmas
luncheon
Following the annual meeting
on Sunday, Dec. 9 where we adopt
a budget for 2019 and elect a slate
of officers for 2019, we will enjoy
a catered luncheon sponsored by
the Elder/Deacon Board.
Cost is $10 per person, with a maximum of $25
per family.
Tickets are on sale and will be available the day
of the dinner. Sign up now in the Welcome Center.

Poinsettias for sale
We will be creating a display of Christmas
poinsettias in the Sanctuary again this year.
If you would like to help, there are forms in the
Welcome Center and in the bulletins on Nov. 18,
25, and Dec. 23 for you to purchase one or more
plants. Just fill it out and place it in the offering
plate with your check.
You may take your plants home with you any
time after Dec. 25 but no later than Dec. 30.
The cost is the same as last year — $8 per
plant — and the deadline for orders is Sunday,
Dec. 3.
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Celebrating the end of the mortgage
First Baptist Church will celebrate the payoff
of its mortgage on the Welcome Center in a
special worship service Nov. 18.
The addition of the Welcome Center was
part of a project that joined the church and the
Christian Education building in 2000. It included
remodeling the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall,
and adding church offices, the current J.A.M.
Christian Daycare facility, newer restrooms, and
an elevator.
In early 2019 we will share plans on how our
building fund will be used moving forward. We
are identifying key ministry initiatives and
facility projects to help ensure a long future for
FBC.
Enjoy these pictures of the construction we
found in our church archives.

Connections
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J.A.M. welcomes emergency responders
Teachers and students practiced
fire safety skills during October.
Children enjoyed the annual visit
from the Kennett Fire Department.
Firemen taught the preschool students
about fire safety.
All our children go outside to visit
the fire truck and, this year, an
ambulance. The firemen interact with
the children to ease fear if the child
was ever to need help from a fireman.
A favorite part of the day is
always when the truck goes past the
playground with sirens and lights
going for the children to see and hear.
Also for fire safety, teachers
attended the annual fire safety
training presentation by Chester
County Emergency Services.
Staff is made aware of important issues to constantly
consider in order to keep our center safe and ready for a crisis.

Teachers practice how to use a fire extinguisher and discuss our
emergency plan. Safety of the children, teachers and building is
always a priority.

One focus of 2018: literacy
Research shows that reading to children before they start
school leads to kindergarten readiness.
During 2018, I have been part of the Kindergarten
Readiness Project in Kennett Square. The focus has been to
encourage parents that learning begins at home and provide
resources for the families in our community.
Reading to children, even if it is a favorite book that is
read over and over, is an essential part of a child’s development
and can be a predictor of success in school.
FBC participated in a book drive over the summer that
contributed to the Lucky Reader Program. Children in the area
received a bag of books to keep at home.

FBC and J.A.M. hosted a Scholastic book fair during the
Mushroom Festival which gave families access to quality
literature and earned free books for J.A.M. and the Lucky
Reader Program.
This fall, preschool children are given a book each week to
take home and read with their family. Activities are sent home
so parents can reinforce what the children are doing at school
and have new books to read to their child at home.

This together-time is a way to partner with parents to
develop the whole child.

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare

Nancy Nicewonger
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MISSIONS

Coats family heads back to Cambodia
John and Debbie Coats are missionaries
supported by First Baptist Church of Kennett
Square. This is their latest update from Aug. 22.
We returned to Cambodia a month ago.

so many new folks in church from a certain village. They
told us this story:
A man from that village was very ill from spraying
pesticides on his rice for many years. He went to the local
clinic. They sent him to the district hospital. They said he
was too sick and sent him to the provincial hospital. They
said he was too sick and sent him to a big hospital in the
city. That hospital said they could not do anything for him
and sent him home.

We immediately had visitor friends who came to see
the work here. It was a very good visit. It is always good
to know folks back home are interested in the work. We
know not everyone can come visit, but we appreciate it
He then called these three pastors to come pray for
when they can. They were encouraging and gave us some him. A few folks have been healed when they pray for
helpful suggestions.
them. The pastors talked to the man awhile and led him to
I ask for your prayers in the children’s work. This is the Lord.
now my main ministry.

Praise God.

We have 350 kids in the ministry and the potential is
huge. The kids are fairly open to the gospel. Many have
made a commitment to the Lord and many others are
showing interest.

Then they prayed for him to be healed, and went
home. The man died a few hours later!

Word traveled fast through the village what happened
when the Christians pray. One pastor said to the Lord,
I now have many more Cambodian local teachers
“What are you doing? Now no one will ask us to pray for
then I had in the past. The weak link is me. I need to train them and no one in that village will believe you are God.”
them and get them up to speed. One teacher is exceptional
The next week a man from the same village showed
with the kids, a few others are pretty good, but several are
up in church. The next week two more. Then the next
new and I need to better equip them for the job. I often
week someone else. The next week after that two more.
feel inadequate to do the job well, yet here is where I am
The Lord’s ways are higher than our ways!
and that is my job.
Please keep praying for us. We need it.

Local story

A few days ago, I saw several of the pastors of the
nearest local church. Debbie asked them why there were

John Coats

Love Gift offering next month
Sunday, Dec. 30, is the next time our church will receive the LOVE GIFT OFFERING .
The offering, traditionally collected on a fifth Sunday of a month, dates to 1932 during the Great Depression
when American Baptist Churches’ Board of Missionary Cooperation asked for donations above what they would
normally give, according to the American Baptist Churches Web site (www.abc-usa.org).
The offering received its name in 1941 with the “Love” theme.
“American Baptist women contribute over $3 million annually to American Baptist missions through various
programs such as Refit, White Cross, region mission projects, and Love Gift,” a description of the Love Gift
offering reads.
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Looking ahead at First Baptist
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18

(S)
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(T)

2
3
5
6
7
8
9

(Su)
(M)
(W)
(R)
(F)
(S)
(Su)

10

(M)

11
16
19

(T)
(Su)
(W)
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(Su)

24
25

(M)
(T)

26
30

(W)
(Su)

NOVEMBER
Elder/deacon meeting
Community Thanksgiving
Service, 7 p.m.
American Baptist Women
J.A.M., church office closed
for Thanksgiving Holiday
Caregiver Support Group
DECEMBER
First Sunday of Advent
Membership Class – 6:30 p.m.
Youth Group
Senior luncheon
J.A.M. Angel Breakfast
Men’s breakfast
Second Sunday of Advent
Fellowship luncheon
ANNUAL MEETING with
budget and nominations
Elder/deacon meeting
Missions meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Third Sunday of Advent
Wacky Wednesday Worship
American Baptist Women
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Ageless Encounters with God
(Christmas theme, includes
pageant)
Christmas Eve service
Christmas Day
J.A.M., church office closed
NO CAREGIVER GROUP
NO CALL TO WORSHIP
Ageless Encounters with God (New Year’s
theme with spiritual goals for 2019)
Love Gift offering

1

(T)

2
8
9
12
13

(W)
(T)
(W)
(S)
(Su)
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(M)
(W)
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(W)
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6
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(Su)
(T)
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JANUARY
New Year’s Day
J.A.M., church office closed
Youth Group
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer
Men’s breakfast
Fellowship luncheon by Don Poole’s Sunday
School class
Missions meeting
Wacky Wednesday Worship
American Baptist Women
Elder/deacon meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer
Senior luncheon
FEBRUARY
Youth Group
Men’s breakfast
Fellowship luncheon by
J.A.M. Daycare
ANNUAL MEETING PART II
Elder/deacon meeting
Missions meeting
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer
Membership class – 9:45 a.m.
Wacky Wednesday Worship
American Baptist Women
America for Christ offering
Caregiver Support Group
Call to Worship and Prayer
Senior luncheon

To view the full calendar, go to the church Website (ksqfbc.com) and click on Church Life<Calendar.
You can also view it online by going to ksqfbc.simplechurchcrm.com/calendar

Connections

Page 11

Join us in celebrating these birthdays
Aubrey Bogle Greer
Diane Albertson
Donna Jo Poole
Shelby Hallman
Dottie Ashby
Isabel Woodie
Mike Ross
Kurt Lundquist
Kevin Ely
Mary Barlow
Ken Smith
Donnie Poole III
Laura Mellinger
George Plumley IV
Etta Wells
Leslie Church
Baron LeGault
Melissa Price
Babe Arden
Jonathan Ashby
Alex Funari

Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 12
Nov. 14
Nov. 16
Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 30
Dec. 1
Dec. 3
Dec. 4
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 19
Dec. 19
Dec. 19

Dorothy Seldomridge
Kelly Carrigan
Michael Lucas
Kellie Fresolone
Don Sheets
Andrew Nicastro
Marion Guest
Kimberly Rose
Terry Schreep
Mary Parsons
Fay Heaton
Paul Freeman
Shirley Poole
Emily LeGault
Sarah LeGault
Matthew McDonald
Jill Nicastro
Bob Burton
Rusty Parsons
Becky Yaksloe

Dec. 19
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 23
Dec. 25
Dec. 27
Dec. 28
Dec. 28
Dec. 30
Dec. 31
Jan. 1
Jan. 2
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 16
Jan. 20
Jan. 25
Jan. 28

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com

W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.

J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Membership classes

Blood drive

Interested in becoming a member of First Baptist
Church of Kennett Square? Classes will be held at
various times throughout the year for those who would
like to pursue the path of membership.

First Baptist Church will host a blood drive for the
American Red Cross on Monday, Jan. 7, 2019. Sign up at
www.redcross.org. The blood drive will be held from 2-7
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Membership classes will be held on the following
dates and times:

Volunteers wanted



6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 3;

First Baptist is seeking 10 volunteers to help pack
the
holiday
food baskets for which we are collecting rice.
 9:45 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 17; and
Volunteers from Kennett Area Community Service and
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 15.
the community will set up the food baskets on Thursday,
For more information about membership, please Dec. 13 from noon-3 p.m. at the New Gar den
see Pastor Dan.
Township maintenance garage on Route 41. Sign up in
the Welcome Center.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

