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This Annual Report is dedicated to the church
members and all First Baptist friends we lost in 2019.
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2020 church officers, boards and staff
Church officers

Deacon Board

Senior Pastor: Rev. Daniel Nicewonger

Hospitality: Kathy Allaband

Moderator: Betty Gordon

Property: Linda Smith

Treasurer: Ken Smith (acting)

Property team: Tim McDonald

Financial Secretary: Kent Reasons

Howard Jamison

Church Clerk/Archivist: Barbara Miller

Chris Goldberg
Stewardship: Ken Smith (acting treasurer)

Elder Board

____________ (assistant treasurer)

Rev. Daniel Nicewonger — Teaching Elder

Kent Reasons (financial secretary)

George Fresolone — Teaching Elder

Charmaine Everhart (assistant
financial secretary)

PRC Team

Membership: Dave Freeman

George Fresolone, chair
Betty Gordon
Nick Everhart
Kent Reasons

Christian Living: Cora Goldberg
Missions: _____________

Betty Gordon — Administrative Elder

Administrative Assistant

Chris Wells — Elder of Worship/Teaching Elder

Monica Fragale

J.A.M. Christian Daycare

Custodian

Michelle Seidel, director

Kelly Carrigan

Cassandra McDonald, assistant director
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God Sighting in conversation
By Andrew Nicastro
A while back there were areas in my life where I felt God telling me that I needed to take a break. It was
a little conflicting at first. I did not realize why I needed a break, but I finally listened and decided to take a
time out. I wasn't exactly sure why the break was necessary, but recently God showed me a glimpse.
I see a friend of mine about once a week. We always seem to have a good conversation, but normally it
is like any other conversation where it does not seem all that spectacular. It is just two friends talking.

I normally find him and approach him, but the last time we met, he approached me. I wouldn't normally
think anything of it, but he found me. He looked for me so we can talk.
I then realized how important these conversations could mean to him. This is just a glimpse that I saw
while taking this break.
Maybe God's plan is to help him by having someone to talk to or maybe it's for me to learn something
from my friend, or both. Although I do not know the outcome(s) of these chats, I do know it is God moving
in our lives for the greater good.
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Pastor

REPORT

Daniel Nicewonger

God is Good All the Time…All the Time God is
Good!
In 2019 we continued our focus on identifying
those places where God was inviting us to join in the
work of the Spirit in our world.
As people of deep faith, we trust that God is
continually about the work of redemption, renewal,
and rebirth. We prayed for eyes, ears, and hearts to see
those places where we could use our gifts to help
facilitate such growth.
A small group from First Baptist attended the day of retreat.
Our community began to share “God sightings.”
We spoke of God sightings as those places within our
lives, the wider community, or each other where it
was obvious God was working.

with all you are.
There were several experiences this past year that
deserve special mention. In October, First Baptist
partnered with Kacie’s Cause to host a conference on
addiction. Don Coombs came and spoke Friday,
Saturday and Sunday.

One of my greatest joys this past year has been
hearing all the God sightings that you have shared
with me and each other.

Working in partnership with groups such as
Throughout this annual report, you will find
Kacie’s Cause is a terrific way to leverage our
pieces of those testimonies captured for us all to
remember. Thank you for your faithfulness to be open resources and to demonstrate that we care about the
very real hurt and needs of individuals and families.
to seeing where God is moving and then joining in
Thank you to all who worked to make it
possible.
On Monday, Oct. 28 we held a day of
retreat at the Jesuit Center in Wernersville,
PA. The day of quiet and meditation was
well-attended and a rich day of spiritual
exploration.
You can look forward to more such
experiences in 2020.
As we moved through 2019 God provided
a very special opportunity for our
community. After three years of fostering a
CONTINUED on Page 9

The ad promoting the conference on addiction.
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CONTINUED from Page 8
relationship with Pastor Afangbedjee in Togo, Africa,
we had an opportunity to travel and see their ministry
first-hand.
Chris Wells and Nick Goble spent a week in Togo
learning about Good News Soldiers and the other
ministries of Pastor Afangbedjee and his family.
We also had the opportunity to connect Karen
Smith (area director for Africa with International
Ministries, ABCUSA) with Pastor Afangbedjee.
As I write this report, Karen and Pastor
Afangbedjee are in the process of putting together a
partnership agreement with International Ministries.
First Baptist Church played a key role in facilitating
the growth of American Baptist foreign missions in
Africa this year.

Chris Wells, left, and Nick Goble, right, in Togo.

Getting Ahead, Community Choir, Red Cross and
many others know that they are always welcome to
use space here at First Baptist.

Monte Horeb continues to meet for worship and
I continue to be amazed at how our community is
discipleship classes. They are a growing and thriving
living into the vision that was cast before us back in
community that we are very thankful to have as part of
1999.
the First Baptist community.
As we talked about building the Welcome Center,
To fully understand the breadth and depth of
the dream was that we would become a facility that is
ministry that takes place in and through First Baptist
used every day of the week by many within our
Church, we must see all those who use our facility as
community. God is working to make that a reality.
part of how God is working in and through us.
There is not a single day that our building sits
This is an exciting time for First Baptist, and I
empty. J.A.M. Daycare provides a service to our
thank
you for your commitment to helping us discern
community Monday thru Friday. Groups such as
God’s invitation for 2020.
Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous,
Al-Anon, Kacie’s Cause, and Girl Scouts meet
Respectfully submitted,
regularly.

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger

God Sighting in a punctured tire
By Pastor Dan
Sometimes our God sightings are large, dramatic, powerful events. More often, we
see God in the ordinary and everyday events of life.
One Sunday, Nancy, Rayann, and I traveled home from North Carolina. It was a
10-hour trip. On Monday morning, we went outside, and our tire was flat. The culprit was
this screw.
Looking at the screw that was pulled from our tire, you can see we had driven for
some time with it in our tire. God allowed us to make it home, kept us safe, and made the repair quick and
easy in our driveway. We saw God in our punctured tire.
9
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First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

MISSION / VISION / VALUES
MISSION:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt. 22:37-39)

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Mt. 28:19-20)
VISION:
First Baptist Church, a Christ Centered, Holy Spirit led Community, Employing our Gifts to meet the
Needs of Individuals and Families, Empowering People to Grow into Mature Followers of Jesus.
VALUES:


People matter to God, so they matter to us.



People are spiritual beings, so we journey with them as they grow into mature followers of Jesus.



Children are made by God and for God, so we nurture them as they grow in wisdom and stature,
beginning their spiritual journey.



God has given prayer the power to change the world, so we commit to growing in the practice of
prayer and listening for the “still small voice of God.”



Created in the image of God, people long for relationship, so we help people connect with a caring
community.



All that we have is a gift from God, so we serve as Stewards of all that He has entrusted us with to
build the Kingdom of God.



Worship ushers people into the presence of God, so we provide worship experiences that help people
encounter the living God.



Our witness extends beyond our fellowship into all the world, so we contribute positively to the life of
the Greater Kennett Square Community and world.



The Word of God has the power for renewal, revival and transformation, so we remain faithful to the
message of the Old and New Testaments.



We treasure God’s faithfulness to our church, so we celebrate but are not held captive by our history
and traditions.
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God Sighting brings lesson
By Pastor Dan
For the past few months, we have been talking
God sightings — those sacred moments when we
sense God at work in our lives and world.

close to 40 minutes catching up on life. It was a
great visit.
On the way back to my car, David made some
comment about not going to church.

He said he understood that getting people to
I believe it is important for us to share (give
church
was “my business,” but it just was not for
testimony to) such moments. They serve as
celebrations of God’s faithfulness and offer hope in him.
difficult seasons.
Since he brought it up, I figured I was allowed
I had one such God sighting while on vacation to ask questions. So I simply asked, “Why?”
in North Carolina. Our family lived in North
David shared about attitudes of judgment he
Carolina for close to six years. While there I worked felt people placed upon him.
for Corning Inc. making fiber optic cable.
He spoke of the way some expected him to feel
It was a job that stretched me and allowed me shame for not “looking right” when he showed up to
to learn a lot about who I am. While at Corning, I
church.
developed good friendships with many of my
David rocks a full head of hair and an even
co-workers.
fuller beard.
During visits to North Carolina over the past
One of David’s strongest words came when he
few years, I have often felt the pull (Spirit’s
said, “Dan, I am a deep man of faith.”
leading) to stop and visit one of my former
I believe that to be true. Deep men of faith do
co-workers. I would drive by his home often.
not always have the patience to pick up the needless
Sometimes I would slow down and then decide
baggage others so often want to place upon their
against stopping at the last minute.
shoulders.
“Why would David want to see me?” “David
Today I attended an Alcoholics Anonymous
was just getting home from a long day at the plant;
meeting.
the last thing he would want to see is me on his
Sitting in the room, each person who spoke
porch.” “What if he forgot who I was?” “Maybe our
friendship was more important to me than to him.” began with the same words. “Hello, my name is
_________, I am an alcoholic.”
My mind would race until I pushed aside the
Everyone was instantly on a level playing field.
Spirit’s prompting.
As I drove past David’s house, the prompting
was just as strong as before.

It struck me that maybe we ought to begin
greeting each other in a similar fashion at church.

Once again, I slowed down only to drive past
his house. Frustrated with myself, I turned around
and pulled into his driveway.

“Hi, my name is Dan. I am a sinner struggling
to keep it all together.”

This way, more people will feel welcome, and
As I walked onto his porch and rang the doorbell, fewer would feel any form of judgment within our
I was not prepared for the greeting I was about to get. community.
David was genuinely glad to see me!
Hello, my name is Dan. I am a sinner
He invited me into his home, and we spent

struggling to keep it all together.
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Membership

REPORT

David Freeman

“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.”
Romans 12: 4-6

Membership activities are embedded in both our
“Vision Statement” and our “Church Covenant.”

Christian daycare for the community.


As a fellowship of believers, we are a Holy Spiritled community, supporting our worship services,

employing our gifts, watching over one another in
brotherly love, remembering each other in prayer,
aiding each other in sickness and distress, sharing each
other’s sorrows as well as joy, and empowering people 
to grow into mature followers of Jesus.
In 2019, with the support and assistance of Pastor

Dan, the elder/deacon board and the church
congregation, we, the membership, were able to:










Visit or contact those in need and give timely
updates of member’s families and friends who
need prayer or other assistance. An updated hard
copy of the prayer list is provided weekly.
Hold membership classes throughout the year for
new members and for those who want to know
more about our heritage, vision, and mission.

Celebrate a 10-year relationship with Monte
Horeb in 2019.
Have senior luncheons monthly to learn about
Christ, fellowship with one another, and enjoy
lunch.
Provide membership support of the American Red
Cross blood drive that operated in our Fellowship
hall.
Support activities helping those in need, including:
Kennett Area Community Service, Relay for Life,
Kacie’s Cause, Alcoholics Anonymous groups,
and the Caregivers Support Group.

As God leads us in 2020, we look forward to
continuing to care for our members and friends and to
discover effective ways to support our church.
Examples for 2020 include:

In addition to welcoming visitors/all as they come 
in, initiate a post-service greeting by our
leadership team and Pastor, with follow-up as

needed.
Share God sightings by members and friends to
celebrate what God has done in their lives and how

God is impacting others.
Provide membership support of J.A.M.
Christian Daycare, which provides quality

Using our gifts, reaching out and inviting others to
church or church ministries (community outreach).
Engaging membership to support church and
community activities to grow into mature
followers of Jesus.
Building relationships through visitation,
one-on-one dialogue, and sending encouragement
cards to those in need.
CONTINUED on Page 21
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CONTINUED from Page 20


Providing welcoming environment at all church
activities that will bring people to Christ.



Improved utilization of SimpleChurch software to
organize contact information (visits, cards, phone
calls, emails, etc.) for planned care of our church
family.

Sunday Morning Worship Service Attendance

As seen in the chart on this page, the Sunday
morning worship service attendance is trending
downward. Although this trend is disappointing, it
should not be discouraging since there are many other
programs and ministries at FBC that are not reflected
here.
Weekly

Net
Chg.

%
Chg.

2014

88

(7)

(7%)

2015

84

(4)

(5%)

2016

80

(4)

(5%)

2017

74

(6)

(7%)

2018

73

(1)

(1%)

2019

67

6

(8%)

In addition, the leadership and their teams have
been working in different areas of the church that with
God’s blessing and direction, will have a positive
impact.

Year

For 2020, let’s use our gifts though the ministries
of FBC and beyond, to meet the needs of individuals
and families and to grow in Christ.
Respectfully submitted,

David Freeman
Deacon of Membership

God Sighting in conversation
By David Freeman
I had an opportunity to visit my son in Far Hills,
N.J. for a couple of days to relax and have some fun.
We had a great time taking a long walk on a
local nature trail and enjoying our
conversations. Later that day, we hit some golf balls
and had a huge Mexican dinner, then went back to his
home to call it an early night since we were both
exhausted.
However, God saw things differently, and we
ended up staying up late and talking about the
Bible. Together, we had a lot of questions and
answers, and we learned a lot about each other.

When I returned home the next day, I sent him
some Billy Graham material that would be helpful
explaining God's salvation plan.
I wasn't sure how he would react to the email,
but this was his response:
"I will always read anything you send me,
Dad! I’m really happy we were able to have a
conversation about it; you never got upset with me
for my problems with certain elements of it all, and I
appreciate that."
God opened both of our hearts in different ways,
and now we have an open dialogue with each other
about God, and that's awesome. God is good!
21
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Pastoral Relations

REPORT

George Fresolone

Our First Baptist Church PRC Charter states that the purpose of the Pastoral Relations Committee is to
establish a covenant of mutual expectation of both the congregation of The First Baptist Church of Kennett
Square and its pastoral leadership.
This covenant will be based on goals and objectives and will be fostered by open and constructive
communication that recognizes the congregation’s responsibility for its pastor’s personal and professional
well-being. We invite all our church family to share with us any joys or concerns that are on their hearts.
As has been our practice, the PRC works in conjunction with our pastor to create mutually agreed-upon
goals and objectives for both our pastor and our congregation. These provide a foundation upon which church
leadership can build out strategies designed to follow the direction of the Holy Spirit as we seek to grow into
mature followers of Jesus Christ.
Achievements against these objectives were considered as a basis for our recommendation to the church
Finance Committee regarding pastoral compensation.
Recommendations by the 2018 financial subcommittee resulted in the creation of a “Go Fund Me”
campaign designed to help mitigate the impact to the Nicewonger family of their health care costs. While
Pastor continued throughout 2019 to pursue cancer treatment options, this campaign provided the Nicewonger
family a temporary solution until God answered prayers, and the endeavor was retired.
In preparation for the Dec. 8 annual church meeting, the PRC reviewed with Pastor Dan performance
evaluations for the church staff and made compensation recommendations to the Elder/Deacon board to
include in the church’s 2020 annual budget.
The Pastoral Relations Committee values our responsibility to maintain open and constructive
communication, and our prayer is that we can faithfully serve our Lord and help First Baptist Church become
mature followers of Jesus Christ.
In His Service,

George J. Fresolone
Betty Gordon
Nick Everhart
Kent Reasons
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Elder Board

George
Fresolone

REPORT

Betty
Gordon

Don
Poole Jr.
Christopher
Wells

Deacons Fund financial report 2019
The Deacons’ Fund is intended to provide emergency financial assistance to members of First Baptist
Church and persons in the community of Kennett Square.
The Deacons’ Fund is intended as a source of last resort, to be used when the family or individual
requesting assistance has explored all other possibilities of help from family, friends, savings, or investments.
It is intended to be a temporary help during a time of crisis to meet people’s basic needs. Generally, these
needs will be one of the following: food, lodging (including utilities), clothing, medical treatment, funeral
expenses, or professional counseling if recommended by the pastor.
The Elder Board is responsible for the disbursement and management of the Deacons’ Fund.
Deacons’ Fund offering envelopes are made available each Communion Sunday should you wish to
contribute.
Jan. 1, 2019 balance

$3,404.14

2019 income

$2,417.56

2019 disbursements

($ 700.00)

Dec. 31, 2019 balance

$5,121.70

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Gordon
Administrative elder
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2020 Elder/Deacon Board
Elder Board

Property: Linda Smith

Rev. Daniel Nicewonger — Teaching Elder

Property team

Betty Gordon — Moderator/Administrative Elder

Tim McDonald

Chris Wells — Elder of Worship/Teaching Elder

Howard Jamison

George Fresolone — Teaching Elder

Chris Goldberg

Stewardship: Ken Smith (acting treasurer)

PRC Team

____________ (assistant treasurer)

George Fresolone, chair
Betty Gordon
Nick Everhart
Kent Reasons

Kent Reasons (financial secretary)
Charmaine Everhart (assistant
financial secretary)
Membership: Dave Freeman

Deacon Board

Christian Living: Cora Goldberg

Hospitality: Kathy Allaband

Missions: _______________

God Sighting at Longwood Gardens
By Elaine Reasons
In November, as I sat alone carrying out my
volunteer shift at Longwood Gardens, a young
mother with her two small children appeared in the
conservatory in front of my desk.
Without explanation the mother became very
distraught, crying and exclaiming, “Oh no, oh no!”

not noticing the upset condition that their mother
was in. By questioning, I found out a little bit about
the children, who were 5 and 8, and managed to
keep the calm.
The mother returned to my desk area, and I
asked if she would like for me to pray for and with
her. She immediately replied, “Yes, I am a
believer.”

As she approached my desk, I asked her what
I prayed with her, and her emotions calmed.
the problem was. She told me that she had just had She told me that she had about an hour’s drive to
word that her father had suddenly died. She needed her home. I asked if she was up to driving, and she
to speak to relatives or some family member and
said yes. I told her to “just pray as you travel.”
asked if I could watch the two children while she
The children remained calm, and they departed.
made that call.
No doubt God was at work that day in the
Taking the children behind the desk I engaged
conservatory
of Longwood Gardens!
them in conversation trying to keep them calm and
24
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Worship

REPORT

Dr. Christopher Wells,
Elder of Worship

In preparing to write this report I went back and
reviewed my annual reports from the last few years.



In the past, my report format has been: goals from
last year, progress against those goals, and new

forward-looking goals.
This year I'm going to try a new format that is
more consistent with the worship team's own practice
of self-evaluation.
Just in case you hadn't noticed, the team gathers
at the front of the Sanctuary every Sunday to take an
honest look at how we are doing, both in the context
of that particular worship service and in the larger
context of the life of the church. (By the way, anyone
can join those meetings, and we would love to have
guests; especially guests with thoughtful input!)

replaced our 20-year-old sound board with a
technology that allows us to mix sound from
anywhere in the sanctuary;
received professional training on how we should
be mixing sound ourselves;



replaced paper sheet music with digital tablets;



removed clutter from the platform;



swapped our large monitor speakers with in-ear
monitor headsets to reduce the overall level of
sound in the room; and



put the drum kit on a new solid platform that
drastically reduces echo in the sanctuary.

I was blessed to see a number of people step up
and lead in a variety of ways. Owen Fresolone and
George Plumley have been very helpful with our A/V
With that in mind, I'm going to look at the
previous year and the year ahead under three questions and live-streaming on a regular basis.
that we ask ourselves right after every worship
Nick Goble led worship in my absence on a halfservice:
dozen occasions, and on at least three Sundays both
Nick and I were gone and Pam Eppinger stepped in
1. What went well?
and made sure that we had good, solid worship music.
2. What do we need to work on?
We also had two very good times of fellowship
3. How are we doing in the light of our theology of
this year. One was a trip to Battle Axe down in
worship?
Newark (shout out to Chris Goldberg for hooking that
up) where the team took turns laughing at each other
while we threw axes. Two, we had amazing food and
What went well in 2019?
a lot of laughs at the Wells’ house.
There was a lot that went much better than even I
could have expected this past year!
Top of mind is the unprecedented level of
maintenance that we performed. In 12 short months
we:


had our organ serviced for the first time in over a
decade;

What do we need to work on in 2020?

There are a few spots where we missed the mark
we set for ourselves, and we will try to shore those up
this year. We also have some new challenges on the
CONTINUED on Page 26
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horizon that we need to anticipate.

footprint? Install a harpsichord? (Just kidding on that
one.)

First of all, we have had a goal for the last few
years of finding new ways to take First Baptist
worship outside of the walls of the church. I'll be the
first to take responsibility for the fact that we haven't
done a whole lot in those years to meet that goal.

How are we doing in the light of our
theology of worship?

Our community worship is guided by
a living document that encapsulates what we
We continue to have opportunities to partner with understand to be God's will for how we should
other area churches and the community choir, and we worship Him together.
expect to grow those relationships further in the next
The following seven brief slogans are a
12 months.
distillation of our theology of worship:
I am also hopeful that newly made connections
with Greater Works, Second Baptist, and the Garage 1. Our worship is about Jesus
will give us a chance to be out in the community and 2. Worship is work
show off what God is doing in our midst.
3. Sing unto the Lord a new song
Second, we need to continue to be good stewards
4. We worship in God's Spirit
of our resources. We plan to invest in new drum
hardware this year (tom rack, cymbal stands...literally 5. "From every tribe, nation, language, and tongue"
the nuts and bolts of the drum kit).
6. Everywhere and all the time
We also intend to work with Monte Horeb (both
physically and financially) to pick out replacement
speakers in order to make the sound in the sanctuary
warmer and smoother.

7. Transformational and transportational
When I ask myself, "Are we worshipping well?"
these slogans are where I go mentally.

Finally, as I mentioned above, we had our organ
serviced. The good news there is that, for a 50-plusFrom where I sit, I think we as a church do a
year-old organ that has been infrequently cleaned and really good job of making the resurrected Son of God
serviced, it is in really good shape.
our focus when we enter into worship together.
But there is some bad news. Despite its current
shape, our organ is the proverbial “ticking timebomb.”
As an example, if a single key on any of the
manuals were to break, it would cost $150 to replace.
In other words, we could be looking at a $27,000 bill
just for the manuals.

I also think that most of us work hard to worship
well.
Both the worship team in rehearsal and
preparation and the congregation in participating in a
wide variety of liturgies, songs, and sermon topics
week in and week out.

To that point, we have become very good as a
For the other components, it isn't even clear if we congregation at learning and incorporating new songs
could get them repaired/replaced.
into our worship.
SO, we have a question to approach carefully and
prayerfully: What comes next for our organ? Do we
replace it one-for-one with a more modern electronic
organ (yes, sadly, those pipes up front are useless
decoys)?

It is also clear to me that there are areas where we
can all grow. For example, while we have grown the
variety of styles in which we are able to worship over
the last few years, there is plenty of room for us to
learn from other cultures, denominations, and

Do we explore instruments with a smaller

CONTINUED on Page 27
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traditions right here in our own backyard.
I also think that we need to continue to keep a
keen eye out for ways we can improve our practices
and our processes in worship so that we can all lose
ourselves in awe of our great God and King.

Closing thoughts
I have two notes (pun all the way intended) on
which I would like to end.

when we're together and just listen to First Baptist lift
one voice in steady, fervent praise.
Second, I want to encourage us all to worship
more. Find the song-of-the-month on YouTube or CD
or Spotify or whatever you use and sing it all month.
Re-listen to previous services on the web and look
for ways that we can make our worship better.
Join the worship team!! (We can teach you to sing
and play.) Give more of yourself to have more of Him
in your life!
Soli Deo gloria
Glory to God alone

First, as I said in service a few weeks ago, this
worship team and our community worship continues
to be a blessing to me.

Respectfully submitted,

Christopher Wells

With no exaggerations, no hyperbole, I can say
that I look forward to being at Wednesday rehearsals
and Sunday morning services all week.

Elder of Worship

I love to stop singing and take out my earpiece

God Sighting through a parent’s wisdom
By Christopher Wells
My father used to really bug me when I was a
kid (this is surely not an unusual statement).
Specifically, I used to get annoyed because he
would exclaim, "Thank you, Lord!" over what I
thought were the silliest little things.

six weeks with the content.
God put the book of Hebrews on my heart, but it
is a big book with so much depth, and I walked into
that sermon with no clarity about what I was going to
speak about.

Without any clearer guidance to follow, I went
with a fallback position: an overview of the book. I
I recall a particular instance of this when I was a felt okay about what I delivered, but without a
teenager and we were late for an event at my high
specific focus, it left me wanting for more.
school. Dad couldn't find his keys, and we were both
Then on Aug. 11th, Pastor Dan was back and he
tearing the kitchen apart in a rush.
drilled into Hebrews 11 and the rich description of
Finally, Dad pulled his keys out from under
what it means to follow God faithfully.
some papers, and his reaction was a very
We hadn't spoken to one another about what we
characteristic, "Yes! Thank you, Lord!"
were going to speak about, and he was following the
As I've gotten older I've realized the wisdom in lectionary.
my father's way of seeing the world. The sermons
"Thank you, Lord" for arranging our steps and
that were preached at First Baptist on Aug. 4th and
giving us what we need when we need it, even if we
11th elicited a "Thank you, Lord!" from me.
don't know why ahead of time.
I preached on the 4th and had been wrestling for
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Hospitality

REPORT

Kathy Allaband,
Deacon of Hospitality

Two thousand nineteen has been a year full of
many activities. First, I would like to thank the
members of the hospitality team:


Barb Miller, greeters



Jane Mellinger, monthly luncheons



Rayann Nicewonger, Marsha Burton, Ella
Ross, and Barb Miller, senior luncheon



Worship team for setting up tables.

Thanks also to everyone who helps take tables
and chairs down after events.
Every Sunday, visitors are given a welcome bag
by the greeters. Please take time to make visitors feel
At top, Joan Holliday sings carols at December’s senior luncheon.
welcomed. Thanks to those who are part the greeting
Above, a collection of luminaries display important messages
team. If you would like to become a greeter, see
during the Service of Hope.
Barb Miller.
From January through April, meals were
provided for Wacky Wednesday Worship.

During the worship we held a Service of Hope.
The service included songs, scriptures and display of
On Sept. 29, Team Prayers for the Journey hosted luminaries remembering and honoring those who
cancer has touched. A luncheon followed.
a mini relay for the American Cancer Society. This
was done during the Sunday School hour.
CONTINUED on Page 29
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Look for future events in 2020.
In October, a luncheon was prepared for the
Addiction Conference. Thanks to George Fresolone
and the others who set up everything. On Nov.
10, we celebrated J.A.M. Sunday as we welcomed
Michelle Seidel as the new director and thanked
Nancy Nicewonger for a job well-done. J.A.M.
children, parents and employees joined us for worship,
followed by a luncheon and cake.
The senior Christmas luncheon was held on
Dec. 5. Guest enjoyed a wonderful meal and sang
Christmas carols. J.A.M. had its annual Angel
Breakfast on Dec. 6. The children sang songs for
family members and ended their celebration with
breakfast. The annual business meeting and Christmas
potluck luncheon was held on Dec. 9. Thanks to
everyone who helped with setup and cleanup.

Everyone enjoyed the J.A.M. Angel Breakfast.

First Baptist and the community. If you would like to
give of your time and talents to help serve, please see
me or anyone on the hospitality team.
Respectfully submitted,

As hospitality deacon, I would like to thank
everyone who has helped make my job easier. I'm
hoping 2020 brings more opportunities to serve God,

Kathy Allaband
Deacon of Hospitality

God Sighting at Relay for Life
By Kathy Allaband

service.

I read
Pastor Rick
Warren's
Family and friends gathered to participate in the “Daily Hope”
mini-relay and celebrate, remember and honor during messages
the Service of Hope those whom cancer has
every day. I
touched. Watching young and old, walking,
can't rememworshipping and sharing table-time together gave me ber the exact day, but when I opened his message, it
proof that God was there, as always.
read, “The Only Place to Find Hope” and talked
about all the wrong places people look for hope. He
I know that God also sent a young lady named
Ashley my way. We had talked in June, and I told her shared that the Bible says real hope is found by turnthat First Baptist has held its own mini-relay for the ing to God.
past three years. During one of our conversations, she
The verse he cited was what we used as the
shared the Service for Hope with me.
benediction at Sunday's service — Romans
On Sunday, Sept. 29, I saw God's amazing
presence at First Baptist.

We have been doing relay since 2012, and this
was the first time someone mentioned a faith-based
service. After reading the program, I knew that this
was something I wanted to share with others. I talked
with Pastor Dan, and we started planning the day and

15:13. May God, the source of hope, fill you with joy
and peace through your faith in him. Then you will
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks to all who took part and participated in
the Mini-Relay for Life and Service of Hope.
29

2019 Annual Report — First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

Property

REPORT

Tim McDonald,
Deacon of Property

This past year we did a number of improvements
3. New outlet in AA room
to all of our properties as we have been doing over the
The old outlet in the AA room would constantly
last few years.
trip and not work when it was needed. We thought this
This year there was a bigger focus on our rental
was an important thing to do because of the amount of
properties then there has been in the past.
people who use that room and also for safety reasons.
As always, I would like to start off with a big
thank you for the congregational support that the
property has had this past year. Without you none of
things to follow would have been possible to
accomplish.

4. Exhaust fans in restrooms
Those fans would not come on whenever
somebody was in the restrooms. They did not work for
a long time — we got them running and working the
way they should be working.

Church and CE buildings
1. HVAC maintenance plans

5. Lights switches for Sanctuary

This past year we set up a yearly maintenance
plan for all of our HVAC equipment. We never had
anything like this in the past; we would only address
things as they broke or needed repair, instead of trying
to prevent things from breaking by servicing our
equipment.

As many
of you know,
the only way
to turn on the
lights in the
Sanctuary
R & D Heating and Cooling comes in twice a year was to open
to service our heating and air conditioning equipment. up the panel
box out in the
This will hopefully help our equipment last longer.
Narthex and
flip the
breakers.
2. Electrical upgrades

We did a handful of electrical upgrades to our
buildings again this year. They included installing a
new outlet in the AA meeting room upstairs, fixing the
exhaust fans in the restrooms, and putting all new light
switches in the Welcome Center for the Sanctuary.

For some obvious reasons, we decided to change
that and install light switches. The first reason is
safety; it was not the safest way to turn on the lights.
Going directly into a panel box is never a good idea
for obvious reasons.

Also, as we have been doing for a number of
years, we continue to change all lighting over to LED
lighting to help lower energy costs.

The second reason is we have many different
CONTINUED on Page 31
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Also, J.A.M. bought some equipment, in the shape
of mushrooms, for the playground for their kids to
groups that use our buildings and it will ensure that the climb and play on.
wrong breakers do not get turned off, as they often did.
A couple of the members of the Property Team
The switches will make things much easier for people took those mushrooms and installed them into the play
within our congregation as well as the people who
areas for the kids to use.
come for meetings to turn on what they need.
We installed a total of five mushrooms, different
sizes and colors, for the kids to enjoy — which I was
6. CE sidewalk (Garfield Street)
told they really do enjoy.
CONTINUED from Page 30

We had a contractor come in and widen the exit
sidewalk on the back side of the CE Building. The
reason we did this was so it would be wide enough
and sufficient enough to use as an exit in case of an
emergency.
The sidewalk is now wide enough to fit multiple
people, as well as a wheelchair, on it in the case of an
emergency where that door must be used.

9. Borough inspections
The Borough of Kennett Square comes out yearly
to check and walk through all of our buildings, since
they are for public use, and make sure we keep things
safe and up to code.

This used to be an easy task for the borough to
come and find things wrong and that needed to be
addressed to get back up to code. Over the last few
7. Rebuilt window boxes (Sanctuary: State Street side) years that task has become harder for them, and the list
The window boxes on the State Street side of our has been continually shrinking.
building were rotted and falling apart. Howard
This past year the list was very short for all of the
Jamison stepped in and rebuilt and resupported those properties. Two of our five buildings that they
boxes with brand new wood.
inspected PASSED the inspections; the other three
only had a few things that needed to be addressed in
Then we installed new Plexiglass and another
each building. Most of those issues that were noted
cover on top of the new boxes. This will help protect
have been fixed or will be scheduled to be fixed very
the Fellowship Hall windows and keep the water out
soon. Praise God!
of the basement.
Once again a special thanks to Howard Jamison
and team for doing a fantastic job on those windows.
8. J.A.M. playground
A handful of the men from our monthly men’s
breakfast stayed after breakfast and helped re-mulch
the playground area where the daycare children play.

The mulch helps make the playground safer for
the kids to play on, and it also helped J.A.M. keep in
good standing with their regulations from the state.
It was a blessing to see the guys from the
breakfast be willing to hang out and help, when their
help was needed to help make our facilities safer for
those who use them.

Our relationship with the borough has been
growing stronger and better than it was in the past. I
have been told repeatedly how impressed the inspector
is when she comes, because we are working on the
things we need to and they know we are not wasting
their time by not fixing what they need us to.
That is great for our church — it is a true
testament to them from our congregation and the
Property Team.
10. Floors and painting
Floors and painting are two things that have been
needed to be done for a number of years.
CONTINUED on Page 32
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This past year we began discussing the need for
new flooring and painting in the Sanctuary and
Welcome Center. We put together a team to start
working towards installing new flooring and the
repainting of the building.
You will hear more and more about the plan as
this year progresses.

Rental properties

They replaced some of the pipes and fixed the
issue that needed to be addressed.
3. 414 Linden St (White house)
There were many minor issues that needed to be
addressed, which were all taken care of very quickly,
but there were also a couple bigger projects that
needed to be done as well before our current tenants
moved into the house.

The tenants asked if we could install a door
upstairs to allow the two rooms to have more privacy.
We had a contractor come in and install that door,
which the tenants were very pleased with.

This past year we did a lot of work to our rental
properties. We have been blessed that our rentals stay
occupied throughout the years. Even though they have
The basement outside wall and door were falling
usually been occupied, we have not done a whole lot
apart and were not very secure. It also was not
of upkeep on the houses to ensure that they stay
insulated very well, which could cause more issues
continue to stay in good condition.
down the road.
1. HVAC maintenance plan
Just like the church and CE buildings, we set up
and put into effect a yearly maintenance plan for our
rental properties. This was not something we ever had
with our properties.
R & D Heating and Cooling comes out and
inspects and services our HVAC equipment in the
rental properties. This will hopefully expand and help
the life of our units.
2. 416 Linden St. (Parsonage)

We had a contractor come in, tear down and
rebuild the wall. Now the wall and door are much
more stable and properly insulated, which also means
it’s safer for the tenants.
4. 409 State St (Green house)
Out of all of the rental properties, this house
needed and received the most improvements.
We had a problem with squirrels at this property.
Due to the lack of maintenance that we did not do, the
squirrels got into the house through holes in the siding.
They had nests in the attic, and they got inside the
walls.

We replaced and upgraded the outside lighting.
We had a company come out and trap the
We had an electrician come out and replace the light at
the front door of the parsonage. This light unit was not squirrels, take them away and release them back into
the wild.
functioning properly and did not work as it should.
There were somewhere between five and 10
We replaced the light with a newer, more-efficient
squirrels
trapped over a two-and-a-half week period.
LED light unit. This will not only reduce energy costs,
but makes it safer for the tenant to leave and enter the Luckily there was no major damage to the house
besides the siding, which was starting to rot in spots,
house in the dark.
before the squirrels moved in.
There were a few plumbing issues with this house
After we got rid of the squirrels, we had a
— poor/slow drainage in sinks and some odor coming
contractor come in to repair, replace, and repaint all of
out of the drains. We had our plumber come out and
address the situations.
CONTINUED on Page 33
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the damaged/rotted wood on the house. It took them a
number of weeks to do the work.

down from being the property deacon for 2020.
It wasn’t an easy decision on my part but I feel
like it was the right decision for this season of my life.

This will allow me to put my time and energy into
They sanded everything down, then they repaired the next part of my journey. I will still be on the
or replaced the bad siding and windows. They also had property team but just in a smaller role then I have had
to replace a part of the small roof over the back porch. in the previous years.
After they finished all the repairs that were
Linda Smith has stepped in to be the property
needed they repainted all of the siding, windows, and deacon. I am confident that she will do a great job,
trim on the outside of the house. They did a great job! continuing to keep our facilities in great shape and
That house has been an eyesore for a long time
and on our borough inspection repair list for years.
This was by far the biggest project that was down this
year, but now the place looks great and we shouldn’t
have to worry about it for some time.

even make the buildings better.
I know that this congregation will continue to be
as supportive to her as you have been to me over my
time as deacon.
So once again thank you for all of your support,
financially and spiritually, throughout the years.

Thank you
God Bless,

In the last part of this report, I just wanted to
personally thank everyone for their support over the
past few years.

Tim McDonald
Property Deacon

As many of you have probably noticed, I stepped

God Sighting in the birth of a grandson
By John Stansberry

congregation prayed for Luke’s healing and survival.
One night shortly after Luke was born, I was
almost asleep. I sensed a presence in
my room. He said, “Johnny, it’s
going to be okay.” Then the presence
disappeared.

God in the past year has
helped me see life and the power
of prayer differently.
God brought my grandson,
Luke John, into my life a year ago
(July 2018). Shortly after he was
born, he became seriously ill.

We joyously celebrated Luke
John’s first birthday on July 20,
2019. He is very healthy and meeting
all of the expected benchmarks of a 1
-year-old.

I didn’t know from one day
to the next if he was going to
survive.

I want to thank God and all my
fellow parishioners for being a part
of my and Luke’s life.

I turned to God and began
praying for help in healing my
grandson. Pastor Dan and the whole First Baptist
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Christian Living

REPORT

Cora Goldberg,
Deacon of
Christian Living

In 2019 there were some minor changes in the
Christian Living Ministries.
This year Cora Goldberg took over as Christian
Living deacon.
We have continued to incorporate the children in
worship with their own bulletins on the first, third and
fifth Sundays.
Junior church is held for the young children on
the second and fourth Sundays.
The year 2019 has seen some changes in
Christian Living Ministries. Kathy Allaband and
Donna Jo Poole have continued their roles in teaching.
Our youth still help as pastor’s partners and at
the opening of the service. Elementary students
continue to assist in the benediction at the end of
service.
This is an integral
part of our church
continuing to
invest in the youth
of our church.
Wacky
Wednesday
Worship is as
wacky as ever with
a strong group of
kids learning about
God’s love, Bible
verses and, of
course, wild
games.
The Golden Egg was one of the coveted
finds during the 2019 Easter Egg hunt.

Wacky
Wednesday

Kids play a game during Wacky Wednesday Worship.

Worship is the night the kids are encouraged to be
loud and crazy during games but serene and quiet
during the Bible stories.
We have continued with Ageless Encounters with
God during the Sunday School hour. We use this time
to come together as a church family, to grow and
participate as a church community.

This summer we set sail on an adventure at this
year’s Vacation Bible School.
Here the children learned that God is with them
through all their various problems that they are
currently going through, and it prepared them to
navigate future problems they may encounter.
CONTINUED on Page 35
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This year our Easter Egg Hunt
was a small, intimate group of
children.

has been leading the
youth for at least the
last 10-plus years.

We spent time learning about
the Easter season and how Jesus
washed away our sins, using an
experiment performed by Jill
Nicastro.

Our regular
Adult Sunday
School classes
continue to explore
God’s word every
Sunday. The classes
On the first Saturday in November we hosted a chili cookoff to are led by George
bring together our church family in Fresolone/Don Poole
a fun event of time and fellowship. Jr. and Martha
Dunn/Paul Freeman.
We had approximately 10 chili
Nancy Nicewonger and Linda
entries in the cookoff.
Smith teach the children’s class,
The winners of the cookoff
with Jill Nicastro teaching the
were: Soren Wells in first place,
junior/senior high class.
Iris Wells in second place, and
We are excited to see what
Carol Waltz in third place. Chris
God has in store for us in 2020.
Wells and Nick Goble provided
music for the event.
Pastor Dan provided cotton
candy, and Nancy Nicewonger
provided a craft for the children.

Respectfully submitted,

This year Jill Nicastro stepped
down as our youth group leader. Jill

Deacon of Christian Living

Cora Goldberg
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Above, children
dance and sing
during Vacation
Bible School in
late July. At left,
First Baptist
members decide
whose chili reigns
supreme during
November’s chili
cookoff. Below,
Pastor Dan and
Nancy make
cotton candy.
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God Sighting at VBS
By Linda Smith
I was so excited to have 27 kids pre-registered
for VBS. Then came the storms that Monday, and I
thought, “There goes our attendance.”
We had some calls asking if VBS was cancelled
for the night. “Not unless we lose power” — which
we didn’t. That night we had 41 kids walk through
our doors. God is good!
On Monday night, little 5-year-old Blake came
with his mom. He was crying when his mom left him,
so mom hid out in the Welcome Center, just in case.
His wise crew leader buddied him up with an
older child. He’d see his mom and wave. By the
second night, he was on stage dancing and singing his
heart out.
He was answering questions in Bible Adventure
and loving the games and Imagination Station. He
went to his daycare and told everyone that “God is
good”! God is good!

Blake, at left, enjoyed singing and dancing at VBS.

and this is her last year because she ages out. She
The second night’s Bible point was W HEN LIFE
asked to be a helper next year and if she could still
IS SCARY…..GOD IS GOOD. One boy shared that
come to Wacky Wednesday Worship. Of course!
life is scary when his family is fighting.
God is good!
He heard that God is with us in scary times.
On Wednesday, I saw Pastor Dan spending some
“Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will
quiet time with another cancer survivor.
not be afraid, for you are close beside me.” — Psalm
Later, I saw that same person spending some
23:4. God is good!
quiet time with a mother of one of our VBS kids who
A mother shared that her son corrected his big
had lost her husband earlier this year. God is good!
sister about the story of how the Israelites were
We had one station leader step out of her comfort
treated unfairly. W HEN LIFE IS UNFA IR….GOD
zone by taking on a different station where she was
IS GOOD.
doing more teaching.
He also knew his Bible verse from Nahum 1:7 …
Watching her confidence grow and seeing the
“The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble
excitement on her face was a blessing. God is good!
comes.” God is good!

A mom signed her four kids up on Tuesday.
After watching the closing celebration, her older
daughter asked if she could be a helper.
This is another way for the older kids to take on
responsibilities, still be a part of Vacation Bible
School and hear God’s word. God is good!

I found this verse a few years ago and it’s been
my “go-to” VBS verse:
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At
just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessings
if we don’t give up.” — Galatians 6:9
God is good!

One girl has been coming to VBS for four years,
36

2019 Annual Report — First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

Missions

REPORT
The American Baptist Churches first organized
around missions.

vital part of the mission program. Shirley recently
communicated that while she is still passionate about
missions, she is stepping aside from her leadership
role. We want to take this moment to thank her for
decades of helping guide our mission program.

Local churches recognized that it was only when
partnering and working together that they could have
the kind of impact upon the world that they longed
for. Joining resources, they began to send missionaries
The year 2019 saw Jeni
to all corners of the globe. Working together they
Pedzinski visit First Baptist.
helped fulfill the great commission in ways that were Jeni serves on the leadership
impossible on their own.
team at the New Life Center
Much of our American Baptist history and legacy Foundation (NLCF) in
Chiang Mai, Thailand. She
is birthed out of the mission movement.
spoke during Sunday School
As I reflect upon the work of missions at First
and again during morning
Baptist Church in 2019, this past year has been a time worship. It was a blessing to
Jeni Pedzinski
of celebration and mourning.
hear how God is using First
Baptist to support her
On Jan. 13, 2019 our community lost a fierce
advocate for missions. Bill Miller was serving as our ministry in Thailand.
Deacon of Missions, and he was continually focused
Rayann Nicewonger continued her practice of
on helping us live into the legacy of American Baptist taking yearly mission trips to the island of Roatan
mission and ministry. We sorely miss his leadership
with Live Again ministries.
and encouragement.
This has been a life-giving and spiritually
I want to take a
stretching experience for her over the past five years.
moment and thank
In August 2020 Rayann (with the help of Pastor Dan
Shirley Poole for her
and Ronny Russell) will be working with her friend
years of service on the
Maria Buff to lead a small group to Roatan.
mission board and
She hopes to share with others how this
most recently our
experience has helped her “grow into a more mature
mission team.
follower of Jesus.”
Shirley first
For 2020 the missions team made some changes
became active with
to the “local hands on mission support” category.
First Baptist missions
The decision was made to discontinue support for The
in the 1950s. She has
Constellation Network and Race Track Ministry.
served as the
Shirley Poole
Support given to Good Samaritan Services was
chairperson of our
missions committee for many years and has been a
CONTINUED on Page 38
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re-directed to Family Promise of Southern Chester
County. Good Samaritan Services and Family Promise
provide similar services, the big difference being
Family Promise serves the homeless in our
community.
We added support for Kennett Area Community
Services, Kacie’s Cause, La Comunidad Hispana, and
increased support to Good Neighbors. These changes
do not change our financial commitment to “local
hands on mission support” but do represent financial
support of the partnerships we are working to develop
within our own community.
Thank you to Shirley Poole and Martha Dunn for
their efforts on this work.
We continued the practice of receiving the One
Great Hour of Sharing, World Mission, and America
for Christ Offering at different times throughout the
year.

Worshipping through music in Togo.

relationship long-distance, the decision was made to
travel to Togo and see first-hand the ministry taking
place. Chris Wells, and Nick Goble served as our
representatives.

They reported a vibrant, growing, thriving
ministry that is focused on leading people to faith in
Christ. Currently the Good News Soldiers ministry is
We extend the opportunity for Monte Horeb to
join in with each of these offerings. We contribute to at work in 10 African countries. They work to identify
the Retired Ministers and Missionaries offering as part areas for growth, build leadership teams, and as funds
are available, they launch new initiatives.
of our budget.
As First Baptist was faithful to ride the wave of
This year saw First Baptist Church ride the wave
of the Spirit and partner in mission in the ways of that the Spirit and follow the leading of God, GREAT
THINGS HAPPENED!
great cloud of witnesses that have gone before us.
During their time in Togo, Chris and Nick were able
We were provided an opportunity to build
a relationship with Pastor Afangbedjee and his family to facilitate connecting Pastor Afangbedjee and his
family with Karen Smith, AREA DIRECTOR FOR AFin Togo, Africa. After three years of building the
RICA with American Baptist International Ministries.
As part of that connection Pastor Afangbedjee
and American Baptist International Ministries are in
the process of finalizing a partnership agreement!
This means that Pastor Afangbedjee and the Good
News Soldiers will become partners in mission and
ministry with American Baptist Churches.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, YOUR
FAITHFULNESS TO RIDING THE WAVE OF THE
SPIRIT HELPED MAKE THAT POSSIBLE! We
played a part in launching partnership in mission in
Africa!
CONTINUED on Page 39

Getting around in Togo
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To close this report I want to share just a piece of faithfulness and prayerful support of mission and
the partnership agreement that is in the process of
ministry here in Kennett Square is having an impact
being finalized. As you read this, understand that your around the world!

The following is taken from the proposed partnership agreement between American Baptist Churches
International Ministries and Pastor Afangbedjee and the Good News Soldiers of Togo, Africa.
IM will engage with the Good News Soldier around the following priorities, with particular attention to
ministries of evangelism and discipleship as described in Responding to the Call as follows:
1. Inviting People to be Disciples of Jesus: The Good News Soldiers and IM will seek to present the good
news of Jesus to people and groups who do not yet know him and strive to develop fresh and faithful
answers to the questions that arise as people follow Jesus in their specific and ever-changing contexts.
Additionally, Good News Soldiers and IM will use both traditional and innovative approaches to help
followers of Jesus grow toward maturity and find improved ways to prepare local leaders to serve their
communities.
2. Helping Disciples to Grow: GNS actively seeks to help new believers grow in their relationship with Christ
be supplying them with Bibles. These Bibles are in French and are provided in partnership with Bible
Society of Togo. GNS in partnership with IM partners as FBC kennett square will plant Good News Baptist
Churches to help their communities.
3. Training Church and Ministry Leaders: Pastor Raymond Afangbedjee (the senior advisor to Good News
Soldiers) and Timothée Afangbedjee (the pastor’s eldest son and the leader of growth and development for
GNS) are regularly offer Biblical education and theological training in eight of the 10 countries where GNS
has active leadership1.
4. Traditional Non-Biblical Education: Timothée and Bright regularly provide tutoring in mathematics,
reading, and writing to primary school aged children in and around Lomé, Togo. GNS hopes to adopt this
as a regular ministry in the rest of the areas to which they minister.
5. Social and Economic Development Programs: This is a major focus currently and an area where much
growth is expected. At present, GNS ministers by teaching people a variety of crafts and trades that allow
them to sustain themselves financially.
CONTINUED on Page 40
1

GNS is active in Togo, Ghana, Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Burkina Faso, Nigeria, Guinea, Rwanda, and Kenya. The GNS ministries
in Rwanda and Kenya were not started personally by Timothée, but through associates in those countries. Bright and Timo
Afangbedjee regularly work with and minister to the GNS teams in West African countries and intend to visit and work with their
East African counterparts as time and funds allow.
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Primary examples include:
a.

Teaching people to make food items from readily available ingredients that can be
sold on the roadside or in small home restaurants like pizza and cakes.

b.

Teaching people to make soap from readily available ingredients both for personal
hygiene and more decorative items to be sold.

c.

Providing inexpensively sourced items of clothing in very rural areas in desperate
need of such provisions.

d.

Packing bags with books and other school supplies for primary school-aged children.

The members of GNS are young women and men involved in a number of professional trades. As such,
the vision for these programs includes growth in a number of areas, for example:
a.

Teaching others to cook a variety of other food items to sell and support themselves.

b.

Providing medical help by partnering with local and visiting missionary physicians.

c.

Teaching others to play musical instruments and sing.

d.

Teaching basic financial planning and stability.

e.

Teaching basic animal husbandry and farming.

f.

Teaching the basics of IT and programming.

God Sighting in Roatan
At one point the little boy
asked me how many pairs of
shoes I had. I sat there for a
minute, embarrassed because I
have over 15 pairs sitting in my
closet and he probably has two.

By Rayann Nicewonger
This year we handed out
TOMS shoes again. TOMS
provides free shoes to children in
need.
Giving out these shoes is one
of my favorite things to do.
While we were at one school two
kids came up to me and started
talking to me. We spent about 15
minutes talking.
They were asking me how
old I was, where I was from, how
many brothers and sisters I have
and stuff like that. During the whole conversation,
they just kept smiling and laughing.

I told him that I have a
couple and we started talking
about something else. That was
one of the moments that stuck
with me. One of those things
that make me think about my
life and wonder why God
decided that I would have 15
pairs of shoes. It makes me
wonder what I am supposed to do with those 15
pairs of shoes, metaphorically speaking.
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American Baptist Women
Shirley Poole, leader

REPORT

Martha Dunn
Ella Ross

What is ABW and what do we do?
We are a group of First Baptist women who
undertake:


Community service;



Mission support; and



Devotions.

ABW has been a big part of First Baptist. I
joined ABW in the late 1950s.
Circles met at three different times
to accommodate the schedules of the women: morning,
afternoon, and in the evening.
We would all come together to work on service
projects and special events that we hosted throughout
the year.

Love Gift offering. At Christmas, we send money to
the Dayton Christian Center that purchases items for
different groups that ABW supports.

Some of these included a father-and-son
banquet, mother-and-daughter teas, Central
We are still doing the Giant gift card project each
Union ABW annual meetings, and White Cross service month. You can purchase gift cards in different
projects.
denominations for yourself or to give as gifts, and
ABW makes a percentage that we use for projects.
We held a yard sale and monies raised bought
blinds for the Christian Education building.
One of the favorite events was the motherdaughter banquet. The men of the church would serve
the meal, and the ladies and girls would bring and
share their favorite dolls.

We continue to roll bandages for the Church
World Services. They send the bandages that we
assemble to missionaries they support.
Thanks to Helen Jamison and Barb Miller who
sew the bandages together so we can roll them.

ABW would hold meetings throughout the year at
Thanks as well to St. Michael’s Lutheran Church,
different Central Union Churches and has held the
which donated the sheets that we made into bandages.
state conferences at Shippensburg and Susquehanna
Universities.
Respectfully submitted,
First Baptist usually had 10-12 ladies that attended
the weekend event.
Shirley Poole
We continue to support missionaries by taking the
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J.A.M. Christian Daycare

REPORT

Michelle Seidel,
Director
Nancy Nicewonger,
board member

Parents ride through town on J.A.M.’s float during the Mushroom Festival parade.

As a ministry of First Baptist Church, J.A.M.
partners with parents to develop the whole child.

and safety, interactions between staff and children, and
materials available to children in the classroom.

During 2019, focus was on retaining qualified,
trained teachers who can work with our families and
children, providing the best child care possible.

For a STAR 4 center, there must be an average
score of 5.0. J.A.M.’s score shows that teachers
consistently meet high standards of care.

To achieve this, the salary scale was adjusted to
make our payscale competitive with other centers in
the area. Resources were also made available for
teachers to enroll in the CDA (child care certification)
program.

Another focus in 2019 was on building cultural
sensitivity in our students by increasing exposure to
bilingual education.

With our community having many Spanishspeaking families, our staff has been encouraged to
This credential provides teachers with a
communicate with our children in Spanish. Our
comprehensive training program and meets the
bilingual staff will talk to children in Spanish and
qualification guidelines of the STARS program.
English, allowing children who speak Spanish to
J.A.M. renewed the status with the Keystone Stars communicate in both languages.
program at the STAR 4 level. To maintain this rating,
Teachers are encouraged to incorporate both
staff completed the ERS (Environmental Rating Scale) languages in classroom materials and activities. A goal
with a score of 5.4, assessed by an evaluator provided is that when children from J.A.M. go to kindergarten,
by the STARS program.
they will be able to reach out and help students
CONTINUED on Page 43

The scale examines areas of care such as health
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CONTINUED from Page 42
entering school who only know Spanish.
This education will also help
students build awareness of others and an
ability for the student to function in a
bilingual culture.

Enrollment
In January 2019 there were 29
children from 25 families with a full-time
equivalency of 28.6 children. Full-time
equivalency means how many children
there would be if all the children were
full-time five days a week.
In December 2019 there were 27
children from 23 families with a full time
equivalency of 25.8 children.
A highlight of enrollment was in
May of 2019 when there was a full-time
equivalency of 32.2 students with 35
children enrolled.
In June, nine children were honored
as graduates leaving J.A.M. for
kindergarten. Having nine children
leaving during the summer left a gap in
enrollment for the fall.

At the end of the year, enrollment is
climbing, but the decreased enrollment in
the fall had a negative financial effect on J.A.M. students sing at the senior luncheon.
2019.
Along with three teachers enrolling in the CDA
In 2020, there is only one student scheduled to
program,
one teacher continues to participate in
graduate, with the other preschool children not leaving
the apprenticeship program. This allows a teacher to
for kindergarten until 2021.
get college credit and complete coursework during
J.A.M. has a goal of retaining these preschool
on-the-job training.
students which will keep enrollment high throughout
Under the supervision of a qualified mentor, the
2020.
teacher will receive nine credits toward an associate’s
degree in early childhood education after completing
Staffing
the requirements of the apprenticeship.
In January there were 12 teachers, one assistant
In September, Nancy Nicewonger announced her
director, and one director on staff. At the close of the resignation after four years as the director of J.A.M.
year there are 10 teachers, an assistant director and
During her time as director, Nancy led J.A.M. from a
director.
CONTINUED on Page 44
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CONTINUED from Page 43
STAR 2 to STAR 4 rating in the
Keystone Stars program. She also
worked to involve J.A.M. in
community projects and become more
involved in the life of FBC.
Nancy left to become a
professional development instructor
with First Up, a non-profit that
provides resources to early childhood
organizations. Nancy now works with
early childhood teachers in Chester
and Delaware Counties and
Philadelphia.
Pastor Dan welcomes Michelle Seidel during J.A.M. Sunday.

The J.A.M. Board of Directors
worked quickly and carefully to hire
Michelle Seidel for the director’s position.

recognized Nancy’s service to J.A.M. and welcomed
Michelle.

Michelle moved to the area recently after working
Staff members were also recognized, and children
as a director of a center in West Virginia for 14 years. from J.A.M. provided special music.
Michelle brings experience and enthusiasm to the
position.
Partnerships and community involvement
She was able to work with Nancy during the
 Keystone STARS — We received $20,946 in
transition and maintain the high quality of care as she
funding
because of the STAR 4 rating. These funds can
immediately began working with staff and families.
be used for general expenses.
On Nov. 10, J.A.M. families and staff participated
 Kennett Readiness Project — Nancy
in the Sunday worship service of FBC. The church
participated in the community project which provides
resources for families in Kennett Square aimed at
preparing children for kindergarten.
 Mushroom Festival Parade — J.A.M. families
and staff participated in the Mushroom Festival
parade with a float. Tim McDonald provided the truck
and trailer.
 Mushroom Festival — J.A.M. staff and FBC
members staffed a booth during the Mushroom
Festival. J.A.M. held a Scholastic Book Fair at the
booth which earned “Scholastic Dollars” that were
redeemed for free books for the classrooms.
 Young Moms — FBC and JAM had a diaper
drive in spring that collected diapers to be given to
mothers who attend monthly club meetings.
Students were all smiles at the Angel Breakfast.

CONTINUED on Page 45
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Trips to
Friends
Home are an
important
part of
J.A.M.’s
program.

CONTINUED from Page 44
 Friends Home — Children had trips to interact
with the residents.

Connecting with First Baptist
J.A.M. continued to look for opportunities to bring
the J.A.M. families in contact with First Baptist Church.
 J.A.M. children participated in the FBC
Vacation Bible School program during the mornings
of VBS week.
 Pastor Dan attended our June graduation
program and presented each child leaving for
kindergarten with a Bible storybook on behalf of the
church.
 J.A.M. held the annual Angel Breakfast in
December. Families were invited into the Sanctuary
for music and Bible stories then met downstairs for
breakfast and crafts.
 J.A.M. families participated in church
programs such as the Easter Egg Hunt and Wacky
Wednesday Worship.

relationships with the families of J.A.M., First Baptist
Church and the community around us.
The director will continue to work with teachers
on creatively using curriculum to prepare children for
school while providing engaging classrooms for
children and families. Teachers will pursue goals of
increasing their education and training.
As the director, Michelle will continue to interact
with the community and create a network and
outreach of her own. Michelle looks forward to
working with J.A.M. and FBC and continuing the
partnership.

Looking forward
During 2020 we will continue to build

Students learned what to do at the dentist’s office.

CONTINUED on Page 46
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God Sighting at J.A.M.
By Nancy Nicewonger
Each Monday, the children of J.A.M. Christian
Daycare enter the sanctuary for chapel.

begins, children call out answers to questions that were
not asked such as, "Jesus is alive," or "God loves me,"
because they remember lessons from other weeks.

As children sing, "Do Lord, oh, do Lord, oh do
As they enter, we remind them that Jesus wants us remember me," their voices and faces show that they
to follow him. Children walk down the aisle
are taking these words and storing them in their hearts.
saying, "Come follow me and hop, hop, hop." The
Where have I, Nancy, experienced God this
chant continues with other verses as they go to their
week? I saw God in little faces that were having
pew.
trouble seeing over the pew, but with eyes lit up as
In the faces of the children, we can see the
they learn about God. While the answers may not be to
presence of God. As the candle is lit on the altar,
the questions that were asked today, I see God at work
children remind us that Jesus is here. As the story
as children are learning the promises of Scripture.
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Clerk/Historian

REPORT

Barbara Miller

NEW MEMBERS

ERASURES

John Eppinger

None

Pam McGinnis Eppinger *
Shirley McGinnis *

DEATHS
Bill Miller

BIRTHS
Isaiah Paul Dubbs
Jace Nolan Crosswhite

Charlie Bossert
Glenn Anderson
Fred Osborne
Cathy Hostsetler

BAPTISMS
Soren Wells

Nancy Weaver
Lynn Hoffman
Shirley McGinnis

DEDICATIONS
None
LETTERS OF TRANSFER
None

* reinstated
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First Baptist Church

IN MEMORIUM
William Miller
William John “Bill” Miller
III, of Kennett Square,
affectionately known as Tiger,
passed away Jan. 13, 2019.
His life is celebrated by his
wife Barbara, his daughter
Elizabeth, his son William John
Christian IV, and his four
grandchildren: George Plumley,
John Plumley, Ava and Violet.

Charlie and his brothers,
Woody and Bill, grew up in
Marshallton, PA, and spent
their early years living in the
historic Center House.
Charlie married Nancy
Quinter of West Chester. They
made their home in Kennett
Square where they raised their
daughter and two sons, cared
for children in foster care, and provided respite care
for families of special needs children.

Bill was preceded by his parents William Jr. and
Charlie and Nancy relocated to Florida in 2017.
Mersya, as well as his brother Gary, but remembered They would have celebrated 50 years of marriage in
by his brother Blair and wife Kim, his sister Martha
October of this year.
Gallagher, his beloved cousin Judi Abate and husband
Charlie worked for Cyklop Strapping Corporation
Joe, as well as many nieces, nephews, and a close
for more than 40 years. He was an active member of
circle of family and friends.
the First Baptist Church of Kennett Square and was
He enjoyed his 38-year career at EI DuPont. He
well known in the community.
was a man of faith — active in his church missions
Charlie enjoyed stopping at local businesses
board. He was an endurance bicyclist, shadetree
throughout the day and meeting with friends for
mechanic for his Sunbeam Tiger, and spent almost 60
coffee. Charlie was the guy who could find you what
summers at his family’s home by the Jersey Shore.
you needed and get you to where you needed to go.
He beat cancer – twice. He and Barbara were
On Saturdays you could find him at his garage
Ursinus College alumni, and were married 48 years. In
sale, chatting with neighbors and friends and
lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the First
occasionally selling a few things. He was always
Baptist Church, 415 W. State Street, Kennett Square,
willing to give you a ride if you needed to get to
PA 19348.
church or the doctor’s office.

Charlie Bossert
Charles B. Bossert, Jr., born July 2, 1941, son of
Polly (Henson) and Charles B. Bossert, Sr., died on
May 9, 2019.

Charlie spent many hours fishing on the
Brandywine and in local ponds in Chester County.
On May 9, 2019, Charlie went to be with the
Lord, who had set aside a pond just for him where the
fish are always biting.
CONTINUED on Page 49
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When Fred was well enough to return to active
duty, he was selected to be an armed guard to oversee
Charlie is survived by his wife, Nancy; his
Nazi war criminals that was held in Nuremberg,
daughter, Jan and her husband John Ruggiero of West Germany.
Milford, NJ; his son, Andy (Charles Andrew) and his
Upon returning to the United States he began his
wife Melissa of Orlando, Florida; his son, Gary and
married life and started working for the CG Gawthrop
his wife Jane of Cary, North Carolina; one brother,
Company for which he worked for well over 50 years.
Bill Bossert of Virginia; and his grandchildren:
He also became a member of the First Baptist
Michael Achenbach, Sam and his wife Susan
Church of Kennett Square. He has remained a
Achenbach, Jack Achenbach, Holden Bossert, Cole
member there for 69 years. While at First Baptist he
Bossert, and Corinne Bossert.
was a trustee, a deacon and served on too many
A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m on
committees to count.
June 22 at the First Baptist Church, 415 W. State
His whole life has been dedicated to serving his
Street in Kennett Square, PA.
Lord and Savior.

CONTINUED from Page 48

He was survived by his two sons, Dennis Osborne
and his wife, Geri of Christiana, PA and Mark
Glenn Anderson, 61, of Milford, Del., died June 19. Osborne of Glen Mills, PA; former daughter-in-law,
Gabriella Osborne; four grandchildren, Angela,
He was a long-time member of First Baptist Church,
Stephanie, Silvia and Anthony; and eight
having joined the church in 2009.
great-grandchildren, Sabrina, Miranda, Kenny III, AJ,
Gia, Trista, Gavin, and William.

Glenn Anderson

Fred Osborne
J. Fred Osborne, 94, of
Freedom Village at West
Brandywine and formerly of
Kennett Square, entered into
God’s arms on Thursday, June
20, 2019.
He was the husband of
Josephine D. Sapp Osborne who
passed away on April 20, 2018. They had been
married 73 years.
He was born on September 7, 1924 in Ashe
County, NC to the late Henry F. and Ora V. Jones
Osborne.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in
death by three brothers, Harold Osborne, Paul
Osborne, William Osborne and a sister, Esther
Arnold.
Fred was a WWII veteran who was wounded in
battle and was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze
Star.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 26, 2019 at the First Baptist Church
of Kennett Square, 415 West State St., Kennett
Square, PA.
Friends and family may visit from 6-8 p.m. on
Tuesday and 9-9:45 a.m. on Wednesday at the church.
Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Fred’s memory
may be made to the Wounded Warrior Project, PO
Box 758517, Topeka, KS 66675-8517

Cathy Hostetler
Cathy D. “Gentry” Hostetler, 60, of Lincoln
University, PA passed away Wednesday, Aug. 7,
2019 at home.
She was the wife of George Hostetler with whom
she shared 37 years of marriage.
Born in Delaware County, she was the daughter
of the late William and Margaret Gentry of West
CONTINUED on Page 50
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and was the daughter of the late
Kenneth A. Scott and Lillian F.
Grove. Cathy was a member (Barton) Scott. She graduated
of the First Baptist Church of from Lincoln High School in
Kennett Square for 36 years. Rhode Island and from Harvard
She was formerly employed University (Radcliff College) with
with J.A.M. Christian
a B.S. in Nursing.
Daycare at First Baptist
She worked as a public health
Church of Kennett Square
nurse in Atlanta, GA prior to
during the early stages.
retiring to raise her children. She was active in her

CONTINUED from Page 49

She also worked with the
youth in a puppet ministry.
She enjoyed working with
children. Cathy enjoyed
crafts and reading. She loved her children,
grandchildren and her pets, especially her dog
Gemmie.
She is survived by her mother; three children,
Heather Hendershot (Keith) of Washington, MA and
their children, Holly, Violet, Daisy and Rosie;
Samantha Eaton (Jarod) of Ellabell, GA and their
children, James and Isaac; George D. Hostetler of
Cochranville; two brothers, William Gentry of
Millford, DE and Mark Gentry of Lincoln University;
and two sisters, Peggy Gaudi of West Chester and
Trisha Gentry of Coatesville.
A memorial service will be held 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 14, at the First Baptist Church of
Kennett Square, 415 W. State St., Kennett Square,
where friends and family may visit from 10-11 a.m.
Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory may
be made to the American Diabetes Association, P.O.
Box 15829, Arlington, VA 22215, or the First Baptist
Church of Kennett Square for pew bibles.

church, First Baptist Church in Kennett Square PA;
she enjoyed watercolor painting, cross stitching and
was a die-hard Philadelphia Flyers Fan.
She is survived by her sons, Scott Weaver and
wife Jill of Port Deposit, MD; Richard Weaver of
York; and David Weaver and wife Jill of Boseman,
MT; her daughter Katherine Weaver of Worcester,
MA; and 14 grandchildren.
She is also survived by her brother, Dr. Richard
Scott and wife Julie; her sister Dr. Diana Beattie; her
sister-in-law Carole Scott; and many nieces and
nephews. She was predeceased by her brother, Dr.
Walter Scott.
A funeral service in celebration of her life will be
held on Wednesday at 11 a.m. at Beck Funeral Home
& Cremation Service Inc., of East York, 3670 E.
Market St., York, PA 19402.
Following the service, she will be laid to rest next
to her husband at Mt. Zion Cemetery in York. A
viewing will be held on Wednesday from 10-11 a.m. at
the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in her memory
may be made to First Baptist Church, 415 West State
St., Kennett Square PA 19348.

Lynn Hoffman

Nancy Weaver

Marilyn “Lynn” Klosterman Hoffman, 70, of
Nancy S. (Scott) Weaver, 82, formerly of Kennett
Square, passed away at Dallastown Nursing Center on Landenberg, Pa., died Sept. 28, 2019 at Chester
County Hospital.
Oct. 13, 2019.
She was the wife of Richard A. Hoffman, with
She was the loving wife of the late Charles H.
whom she shared 47 years of marriage.
Weaver; who passed away in 1999.
Nancy was born in Lincoln, RI on April 4, 1937

CONTINUED on Page 51
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CONTINUED from Page 50
Born in Glenside, Pa., she
was the daughter of the late
Herbert and Hilda Ulrich
Klosterman. She graduated in
1970 from Gwynedd Mercy
University with a bachelor’s
degree in history.

and lives with her caring, quick
wit and beautiful smile and
spirit.
She was born on Feb. 9,
1929 in Longwood, Pa., to Paul
A. Parsons, Sr., and Mary Jane
Parsons (nee Lansbury).

She grew up during the
golden years at Longwood
She was a pre-kindergarten
when Mr. and Mrs. DuPont were active in the lives of
teacher at J.A.M Christian
the families that worked for Longwood Gardens. She
Daycare for many years.
told of the Christmas parties and how the DuPonts
In addition to her husband, she is survived by two took care of the families that worked for the, in good
sons, Brad Hoffman and his wife Rebecca of Stafford, times and bad.
Va., and Curtis Hoffman of Landenberg, Pa.; one
Shirley graduated from Kennett High School in
daughter, Heather Barber and her husband Erik of
1947 and worked for the DuPont Company for 38
Palmyra, Pa.; two brothers, Matthew Klosterman of
years. Her passions were her faith, music, knitting, her
Cape May Courthouse, N.J., and Mark Klosterman of family and children.
Boulder, Colo.; and four grandchildren, Alex, Adam,
After her retirement, she worked for Chester
Cameron, and Kyle.
County Hospital in admissions and took care of
She was predeceased by a brother, Michael.
children.
Lynn was an amazing wife, mother, grandmother,
Shirley is survived by her only child, Pamela
friend and teacher. She was an advocate for children Eppinger (John, Jr.); her sister-in-law Mary Parsons
in need, and a mentor to young women near and far.
(Russell); Deborah Reppert (David); Larry Paul
Contributions in her memory may be made to
Compassion International, Attn: Gift Planning
Department, 12290 Voyager Parkway, Colorado
Springs, Colo. 80921.
Compassion International is a non-profit,
church-based organization that works to help release
children from poverty. www.compassion.com/
marilynhoffman.

Shirley Jean McGinnis
On Saturday, Dec. 28, heaven gained another
angel in the form of Shirley Jean McGinnis.
On her 90 years, Shirley touched so many hearts

Parsons (Michelle); Dionne McNeel (Michael), Rusty
Parsons and their children and grandchildren.
In addition, she is survived by family by heart,
Deborah and Jim Metro and their children Alyssa
Kidd (Justin), Monica Metro, Stephen Metro, and
Jarek Metro, as well as James Coldiron.
Special thanks to James Coldiron, Ivy Anderson
and John Eppinger, Jr., for help with her care.
A memorial service will be held at First Baptist
Church in Kennett Square on Saturday, Jan. 18.
Visitation will be at 2 p.m., with services
following at 3 p.m. In lieu of flowers, please make
donations to the music program at First Baptist
Church.

“No one is actually dead until the ripples they cause in the world die away.”
Terry Pratchett
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First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
Phone: 610-444-5320
Fax: 610-444-0480

Web: www.ksqfbc.com
Facebook: fir stbaptistchurchks
Instagram: /fbc_kennettsq/
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2bJ bbck
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