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This Annual Report is dedicated to the following church
members — Snowe Walsh, Janie Hudler, Margaret Read, and
Hazel Nead — and all First Baptist friends we lost in 2017.
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2018 church officers, boards and staff
Church officers

Deacon Board

Senior Pastor: Rev. Daniel Nicewonger

Hospitality: Kathy Allaband

Moderator: George Fresolone

Property: Tim McDonald

Treasurer: Ken Smith

Stewardship: Ken Smith and Diana Freeman

Financial Secretary: Diana Freeman

Membership: David Freeman

Church Clerk: Barbara Miller

Christian Living: Linda Smith
Missions: Bill Miller

Elder Board
Don Poole, Jr.

Administrative Assistant

Betty Gordon

Monica Fragale

Christopher “Doc” Wells — Worship
George Fresolone — PRC chairman
PRC Team
Jill Nicastro
Kent Reasons
Nick Everhart
Open position
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FBC’s Year in

PICTURES
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About the

ONE BOARD

Board

Final report
As our congregation grew and changed, we recognized that our
existing board and committee structure was not an efficient way to
accomplish ministry.
In December 2015 our congregation voted to suspend the organization portion of our existing
bylaws and to begin “living into” a new One-Board, Team-Based Ministry model.
Over the course of the past two years we have worked to adapt and fine-tune how we are accomplishing
ministry. We made changes to how we functioned. We worked to ensure that everything that was important to
us was being included and cared for in this new structure.
In December of 2016 we voted to continue moving forward with our experiment and to begin crafting
bylaws that reflect this new way of living and accomplishing ministry.
Our bylaw review team met and worked to ensure that the proposed bylaws reflected the reality of how
we were living under this new ministry model and gave us room to adapt and change in the future.
At our annual meeting in December of 2017, we voted to adopt the bylaws brought forward by the
bylaw review committee and approved by the Elder/Deacon board.
This has been a long process but a good one. We were very intentional in every step along the way, and it
allowed us to make this very significant change with little, if any, conflict.
There is still work to be done as we seek to fully live into this new model. Changing things on paper does
not mean we have changed patterns of behavior or the way we function. It will take effort on our part to stay
the course as we seek to continue to live into this new way to accomplish ministry.

A big thank you to the bylaw committee who invested much time over 2017 making sure we had
proposed bylaws ready to bring before the congregation.
The bylaw review committee was composed of Ken Smith, Pastor Dan, Don Poole Jr., Betty Gordon, and
George Fresolone.

Pastor Dan
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Pastor

REPORT

Daniel Nicewonger

In 2017 we witnessed
God’s blessing in big and small
ways. We faced struggles and
obstacles. There were times of
great joy and celebration.
In the midst of it all we
were reminded that “God is
good all the time … all the time
God is good.”
In October of this year I
sent a letter to the church family
which outlined all the ministries
we are involved in. The letter
started out on regular 8.5x11
paper.
When I was finished it had
to be printed on 11x17 paper.
This has been a very busy year!
In 1999 when we added the
Welcome Center, our vision was
that First Baptist would become a
“seven-day-a-week church.”

Group selfie during the Good Friday service with St. Patrick Church.
pound each) to be used in their
community food baskets.

for a special Good Friday service.
We started at St. Patrick and
walked the Stations of the Cross,
We collected clothes for
We continue to live into that
Kacie’s Cause and raised money for ending up in our sanctuary for a
vision. We host many community
time of worship. This was a
relief in Puerto Rico.
and self-help groups throughout the
highlight of my year.
It
was
our
turn
to
host
the
week. From AA meetings to Girl
The year 2017 was significant
community Thanksgiving service.
Scouts, our facility is used by the
Monte Horeb, Episcopal Church of as our property team took on many
Kennett Square community.
the Advent, St. Patrick Church and projects and facility upgrades. It is
In 2017 we continued our
not hard to see the result of such
First Baptist joined together for an
tradition of partnering with other
evening of praise and thanksgiving hard work as you walk around our
congregations to work toward the
for all that God has provided for us facility.
common good.
this year.
Financially we were blessed
Partnering with KACS, we
beyond
all expectations. We were
During Lent we joined the
collected 498 bags of rice (one
community at St. Patrick Church
CONTINUED on Page 10
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careful stewards of what God
provided us, we invested wisely
into ministries and our facility,
and at the end of the year there
was a surplus. God is good.
The FBC website was
re-visioned and has turned into
quite a ministry tool.
Throughout the course of
this year, there have been many
who have found their way to be
with us in person through the
work of our Website and social media team.
We formally completed our journey toward a
One-Board, Team-Ministry system of governance. In
December we officially voted to adopt new bylaws
that reflect our new ministry model.

are beginning to own the language is important. It
means we are working to live into the ideas and truths
found within them.
Another subtle, yet very significant, growth piece
was the way our Elder/Deacon Board approached
some of the decisions they faced in 2017.

While not the most dynamic and exciting process,
We entered into a season of discernment. We
it is important as we position ourselves for a season of formulated questions and went away from our
growth.
meeting rooms, and each brought the questions before
God.
There were two very important lessons learned
during this process.
One, we allowed ourselves to “live into” a new
reality rather than feeling the pressure of having all
the answers up front. Second, we walked through this
two-year process with little, if any, conflict.
Throughout the year our Elders and Deacons
were trained in a Peacemaking Plan. This plan
outlines how we will handle conflict whenever it
appears within our community.
We shared the Peacemaking Plan with the entire
congregation during a couple of sermons.

Our methods may have varied but the reality was
that we each were seeking to hear clearly from Abba
Father.
The next time we gathered there was a sharing of
the process and then time to discuss what we heard.
God was faithful, and we were able to make some
difficult decisions rather easily as we each had similar
leadings from Abba Father.
Growing in the ability to discern God’s leading
will allow us to move closer to where Abba would
have us be.

I am excited for what God has done in our midst
There were times during 2017 that our leadership
this past year, and I look forward with anticipation to
and community members began to use the language
from our Mission, Vision, Values to communicate and see how God will move in 2018.
express ideas.
In all we do, may God find us faithful to His
leading, guiding and direction.
This may sound simplistic, but the fact that we
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First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

MISSION / VISION / VALUES
MISSION:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt. 22:37-39)
VISION:

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” (Mt. 28:19-20)
VALUES:
First Baptist Church, a Christ Centered, Holy Spirit led Community, Employing our Gifts to meet the
Needs of Individuals and Families, Empowering People to Grow into Mature Followers of Jesus.


People matter to God, so they matter to us.



People are spiritual beings, so we journey with them as they grow into mature followers of Jesus.



Children are made by God and for God, so we nurture them as they grow in wisdom and stature,
beginning their spiritual journey.



God has given prayer the power to change the world, so we commit to growing in the practice of
prayer and listening for the “still small voice of God.”



Created in the image of God, people long for relationship, so we help people connect with a caring
community.



All that we have is a gift from God, so we serve as Stewards of all that He has entrusted us with to
build the Kingdom of God.



Worship ushers people into the presence of God, so we provide worship experiences that help people
encounter the living God.



Our witness extends beyond our fellowship into all the world, so we contribute positively to the life of
the Greater Kennett Square Community and world.



The Word of God has the power for renewal, revival and transformation, so we remain faithful to the
message of the Old and New Testaments.



We treasure God’s faithfulness to our church, so we celebrate but are not held captive by our history
and traditions.
11
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Membership

REPORT

David Freeman

Romans 12:4-5:
“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”
For 2017, the Membership team focused efforts
on the care of the church body.

easy to look up people and their contact
information;

With the support of the Elder/Deacon board and
the church congregation, we were able to reach out to
those who were unable to attend church, visit those in
need, and provide timely updates on families and
friends that needed prayer or other assistance.

To help organize these efforts, the Elder/Deacon
board used a new software program, SimpleChurch, to
help track visits and contacts with the church body and
to keep accurate information in a database.



Attendance-tracking system that allows you to
see trends and absences;



Family care lists to identify the needs of our
members/friends and address these needs in a
timely manner;



Opportunity to make contact information of
elders and deacons available to the
congregation to give members and friends
additional communication channels based on
their individual needs and preferences;



Available communion kits for the elders and
deacons to serve communion to members who
desire to have communion and cannot come to
church; and



Efforts to keep in touch with those who have
moved out of the area.

Membership activities for 2017 include:
 Membership classes held throughout the year
for new members and for those who wanted to know
more about the church.

 Timely communication of care events using
phone calls, emails, and text messaging.
 The contact distribution list for prayer requests
and church family updates was refreshed.
 SimpleChurch software was utilized by the
Elder/Deacon board to organize contact tracking
(visits, cards, phone calls, emails, etc.) for different
levels of care for our church family. Features include:


First Baptist
also started the
Caregivers Support
Group this year to
help support
caregivers in the
community.
It meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of

Easy-to-organize membership that makes it

CONTINUED on Page 20
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each month.
As seen in the chart below, there is a downward trend for Sunday morning worship service attendance.
However, this chart does not reflect the many activities and programs that First Baptist Church supports
throughout the week as noted in the other reports.

Looking forward in 2018, we now have the right tools in place to help us organize and track our progress
in the care for our church family. We will continue to reach out and, with God’s blessing, grow His church as
we meet the needs of individuals and families.

Dave Freeman
Deacon of Membership
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Pastoral Relations

REPORT

George Fresolone

In 2017 the Pastoral Relations Committee
has invested into our congregation.
welcomed a new member, as Jill Nicastro was chosen
On a subsequent Sunday in the early fall, the
by the congregation to replace Nancy Seldomridge.
church family presented the Wells family with a
We thank Nancy for her dedication to this
brand-new smoker/grill at the start of a worship
committee for the last four years, and for the insight
service. While we could never sufficiently compensate
and perspective she brought to our group. While we
Chris for the countless hours of planning, rehearsal,
were saddened of her decision to step down, we were and leadership that he invests, we pray that the grill
very excited that Jill felt called to take on the
will be a reminder to him of the gratitude felt by his
responsibility.
church family.
Our first meeting at the end of January was
primarily dedicated to working with Pastor Dan to
establish pastoral goals and objectives for 2017. The
Deacon/Elder Board had developed a growth goal of
“50 in 2017,” and while keeping the FBC Mission
Statement in the forefront, Pastor’s goals and
objectives were designed to integrate the growth goal
with the various ministry teams while continuing to
develop the “One Board/Team Ministry” model.
These agreed-upon goals and objectives were
later abridged and shared with the congregation in
pamphlet form in the spring.

In October, as 2017 drew to a close, the PRC
worked with Pastor Dan as he completed annual
performance evaluations for our church staff to make
compensation recommendations to the Deacon/Elder
Board. We also assessed Pastor Dan’s performance
against the 2017 goals and objectives reached earlier
in the year and provided the board with his
compensation recommendations.
Our key role as the Pastoral Relations Committee
is to establish a covenant of mutual respect with
Pastor Nicewonger and our congregation by
maintaining open and constructive communication
that recognizes our mutual responsibilities.

At our meeting in May, staffing was one of the
topics that was discussed. Charlie and Nancy Bossert
We pray our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is
have been pillars of the First Baptist Church family
glorified in the process.
for many years. Their decision to move south to be
closer to their grandchildren left us with heavy hearts,
In His Service,
and someone would need to step in and assume the
George J. Fresolone
administrative tasks that Nancy had been undertaking.
We are pleased to report that Monica Fragale has
capably stepped in to take over for Nancy, while still
tackling her duties as Pastor Dan’s administrative
assistant.

Marcia Burton
Jill Nicastro
Nick Everhart

At our meeting in August, it was agreed that the
church family should recognize Dr. Christopher Wells
(Elder of Worship) for all the time and dedication he

Kent Reasons
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Elder Board

George
Fresolone

REPORT

Don
Poole Jr.

Betty
Gordon

Two thousand seventeen proved to be a very
active and exciting year for the Elder/Deacon Board as
Pastor Dan launched the “50 in 2017” campaign to
“add 50 new members/participants to the life of FBC.”
Each of the deacons was challenged to build three
goals for each of their ministry teams with one
specifically designed to align with the new campaign.

Christopher
Wells

50
in

This goal was identified as the “Find 50” goal,
and each of the ministry teams answered the call.

2017

The full complement of goals and objectives was
shared with the congregation, and progress against
these goals were reviewed at Elder/Deacon Board
meetings throughout the calendar year.

Over multiple meetings,
Nancy shared with the team
strategies designed to identify
Book study
and mediate conflict and the
In our continuing effort to develop personally and group participated in a variety of
spiritually, Pastor suggested that we begin a book
role playing exercises intended
study of “The Jesus Creed” by Scot McKnight.
to reinforce these principles.
At each meeting, chapters of the book became
assigned reading, and each meeting began with a
Bylaws
discussion around the key elements of the chapters.

Leading others in the

Peacemaking
Plan

The Peacemaking Plan of
First Baptist Church of Kennett
Square provides guidance for
church leaders as they help
others to resolve conflict in a
manner pleasing to God.

The book explores the interaction between Jesus
Throughout the calendar
th
and one of the teachers of the law in the 12 chapter of year, Pastor Dan updated the board on the status of the
the Gospel of Mark and how the “most important”
bylaw revisions and the renewed responsibilities that
commandment should become the guiding principle of would be expected of the Elder/Deacon board.
the Christian journey.
It was determined that the role of church
moderator would be filled on a rotating basis by one of
the Elders. For 2018, George Fresolone will assume
Conflict resolution
that responsibility.
We were also privileged to have Nancy
Nicewonger lead the board in developing a “Conflict
Resolution Plan” for FBC.

CONTINUED on Page 23
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Values.” A comprehensive strategy was developed
to share the campaign with the FBC community who
answered the call enthusiastically.
It is truly an exciting time in the life of First
Baptist Church as we witness God working in the
midst of our family.

Growing in Generosity
In September, the Elder/Deacon Board approved
the “Generous Giving Campaign” to stabilize our
financial health with the intention of investing in
ministries that align with our “Mission, Vision, and

We have many blessings to celebrate, and even
more to anticipate as we journey to become “mature
followers of Jesus Christ”.
Respectfully submitted,

George Fresolone

2017 Elder/Deacon Board
Betty Gordon

Don Poole Jr.

Christopher Wells

Kathy Allaband

Tim McDonald

Ken Smith

Diana Freeman

David Freeman

Marcia Burton

Linda Smith

Kent Reasons

George Fresolone

The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a
fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a
partaker of the glory that will be revealed:
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as
overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain
but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd
appears, you will receive the crown of glory that
does not fade away.
— 1 Peter 5: 1-4
23
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Worship

REPORT

Dr. Christopher Wells,
Elder of Worship

The worship team set three goals to begin 2017.
Like every team at FBC, we had a maintenance
goal, a vision goal, and a growth goal.
In what follows, I will describe how we met and
exceeded those goals and what we intend to do as a
team for 2018.

First, we were joined periodically by a graduate
of Messiah College's Worship program, Chandler
Adams, who give us tips on ways we could improve
our worship practices.
Second, we adopted a new software system and
made corresponding hardware upgrades to take
advantage of it (thanks, Mark Chandler!).
Finally, we began a
practice of meeting for 5-10
minutes after every service to
discuss what went well and
where we could improve.

Maintenance goal
Our maintenance goal
was very simple: make our
worship services
“smoother.”

The difference is
noticeable, to say the least.

In the years leading up
to 2017, we had faced a
number of situations where
small hiccups would derail
times of worship. We have
all experienced these little
mistakes.

Vision goal
The worship team's vision
goal hits at First Baptist
Church's desire to grow
“mature followers of
Jesus.”

For example, the
piano starts a song in the
wrong key, or the words
on the screen don't match
the words the singers sing,
or the bulletin doesn't
match what actually
happens during the
service.

One sign of maturity is being
able to worship in all
circumstances of life:
emotionally, mentally, and
physically.

Our very small attempt at
contributing to this goal was to try and increase
These situations are, on the one hand, trivial and, “worship participation.”
on the other, extremely disruptive as we try to enter
There are many ways to measure this (numbers,
the presence of the Living God.
volume, physical response in worship, facial
We implemented a number of small fixes.

expression, etc), and none of them on their own really
CONTINUED on Page 25
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captures the full picture.
As such, we implemented a
few strategies and discussed our
results regularly at our post-service
wrap-up meetings.
The first strategy, which has
clearly been successful and will
continue into 2018, was to sing new
songs for a whole month.
We moved them around to
different spots in our Sunday
service, but songs that the team felt
strongly about the congregation
uplifting. It is very easy to invite
Goal 2-growth
learning (e.g. “All the Poor and
Powerless,” “Simple Gospel,” and friends and family to our times of
For growth, we intend to do
“Yesterday, Today, Forever”) were worship and our worship rehearsals. two things. First, we want to add
sung for a whole month.
We have a lot of laughs, gain
more musicians and singers to our
regular rotation.
Another strategy we employed skills, and get to know each other
was adding two important skills to better on a weekly basis.
There are talents among our
our times of rehearsal together: eye
We had six new people join us numbers in the pews on Sunday
contact with the congregation and for rehearsals throughout 2017 and morning, and we all know people
smiling at appropriate times.
one of them, Dr. Nicholas Goble,
that love to sing and play who need
an outlet to do so.
Clearly, if we want to measure has been worshipping with us
regularly
for
about
six
months
now.
how the congregation is responding
We are going to focus on
to our leading, we need to see what
they are doing and it is much easier
The year ahead
to let go of burdens and barriers to
Two-thousand seventeen was a
worship if the people leading don't
big year for us, so what's ahead?
look like they are buried in their
own baggage.
A LOT!! This year we have
This last point of emphasis has four goals.
been a struggle, but we have made
progress over 12 months and will
Goal 1-maintenance
continue to work at it in the days
In terms of maintenance, we
ahead.
have let a few things go in our
musical and electronic equipment.

Growth goal
Our final goal was meant to
contribute to FBC's goal of adding
50 new people to our community.
Worship is, in many if not
most cases, energizing and

inviting those folks to Sunday
mornings, Wednesday Call to
Worship, and rehearsals.
Second, we will find ways to
use our worship team as an external
ministry.
Whether this means singing at
Linden Hall or leading worship at
The Garage Community Youth
Center, we will be ready and
willing to take the opportunities
that come to us.

We need to replace a few
Goal 3-team building
things (drum heads and symbols,
for example) and continue to do
For team building we are going
regular maintenance this year, even to make a regular habit of joining
during busy times in our lives.
together in table fellowship.
CONTINUED on Page 26
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All those who desire to
worship the Living God should feel
welcome and able to express
themselves freely in our midst.
In 2018, we are going to make
an emphasis on expressing our
worship in a variety of ways, from
physical expressions like lifting
hands and bowing before our God
to genres of music that we do not
typically explore. (I would love to
get the congregation's feedback and
input on this one).

The worship team provides musc after a softball game at New Garden Park.
worship team to worship family.
CONTINUED from Page 25
Jesus spent a lot of time
breaking bread with those He loved
and cherished.

Finally, our vision goal.

We will do the same this year
as we try to make a transition from

We will search for ways to
remove barriers in our worship.

Goal 4-vision

I continue to find myself
challenged and invigorated by the
dual task of leading worship and
growing worshippers at FBC.
I look forward to working with
our awesome team and all of you to
accomplish our goals for 2018.
Soli Deo Gloria.

Doc
Christopher M. Wells, Ph.D.
Elder In Charge of Worship

Above all sing spiritually. Have an eye to God in every word
you sing. Aim at pleasing Him more than yourself, or any
other creature. In order to do this attend strictly to the sense
of what you sing, and see that your heart is not carried away
with the sound, but offered to God continually; so shall your
singing be such as the Lord will approve here, and reward
you when he cometh in the clouds of heaven.
— John Wesley (1703-1791)
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Hospitality

REPORT

Kathy Allaband,
Deacon of Hospitality

Many exciting things happened in 2017.
Monthly luncheons were hosted by different Sunday
School classes, J.A.M. Daycare, the Deacons, and the youth
of the church. It is a great time of fellowship, and I would
encourage you to attend. The luncheons are the
second Sunday of each month. Bring a dish and join us.
We have a great group of people that are stationed in
the Narthex to meet and greet visitors to First Baptist each
and every Sunday. I am working on a plan to make sure that
we do not miss anyone and that everyone who enters our
doors feels welcomed. We have passed out almost 50 coffee
mugs and goodies to visitors.
In June, First Baptist hosted the Baccalaureate for
Kennett High School, with 200-plus people in attendance.
In November, we opened our doors for the Community
Thanksgiving Service. In August, First Baptist and Team
CONTINUED on Page 28
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At top, a scene from Kennett High School’s
baccalaureate service. Above, church
members celebrate fellowship at La Verona
restaurant in May.
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Prayers for the Journey held a
mini relay for the American
Cancer Society. We had more
than 100 people in attendance and
raised more than $2,000.

Above, singers celebrate during the community Thanksgiving service.
Below, four of our volunteers prepare for the senior luncheon. At
bottom, cancer survivors and caregivers pause for a photo at the Mini
Relay for Life.

Keep an eye out for Relay
2018, and come to celebrate,
remember and honor those whom
cancer has touched.
The senior luncheons are held
the last Thursday of each month in
the Fellowship Hall. We have on
average 40 people in attendance.
There have been guest speakers,
including veterans, musicians, and
informational advocates for senior
care, insurance and financial
needs.

The year 2018 will bring a
time of devotions and more
programs for seniors. Thanks to
Rayann Nicewonger, Marcia
Burton, Betty Gordon, and Ella
Ross for giving of their time as we
reach out to our community.
Thanks to everyone that has
helped me in 2017, looking
forward to 2018, and seeing what
God has planned for us.
28
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Property

REPORT
This past year was a very
productive year for the church
properties. Here are some of the
upgrades that were made for the
church:

Tim McDonald,
Deacon of Property

brighter, and energy
-efficient.

CE Building

This year we
replaced the
Fellowship Hall
windows on the
There were new LED lights
bottom floor of the
installed in Fellowship Hall. We
Christian Education
hired Dave from DTS Electric Inc. building. The
of Yardley, Pa., to replace 36 of the windows were old,
old lights that would not always
rotted, and some were broken,
work the way they should.
which made them unsafe and not
very useful.
The new LED lights made
Fellowship Hall more appealing,
The windows that were
installed are energy-efficient and
much safer for the children in the
daycare and the church as a whole.
The new windows can be
quickly and easily removed in case
of an emergency, which means the
children and teachers can escape
faster and safely.

The new windows not only
look better but the will save the
church and daycare on
energy costs as well.
We also renovated the men's
bathroom in the CE building. This
bathroom has been closed for a
number of years.
We completely gutted the
29

bathroom and installed new toilets,
a new sink, new partitions, and
other accessories for the bathroom.

Church/sanctuary
The biggest improvement we
had done on the Sanctuary building
was the red doors on State Street.
These doors have been closed and
unusable for years.
The property team hired
Thomas Restoration to restore those
doors using as much of the original
hardware and parts as possible.
The most meaningful part of
this restoration was that the bulk of
the funds to pay for this project
were from the memorial fund of
Don Poole Sr.
Those doors were one of the
things that Don Sr. wanted to see
CONTINUED on Page 30
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throughout church
are:
Upgraded
emergency lights
and exit signs;


New
dishwasher and
microwave for
kitchen;


CONTINUED from Page 29
restored and reusable at our
church. There a plaque hanging on
the wall beside the doors in
memory of him.



New washer and dryer for
daycare;



Switch to all LED light
bulbs;



Restoration of
Fellowship Hall floor;



New computer for worship
team; and



Various electrical
upgrades.

Rental properties

Once again a huge thank-you
to Kent Reasons for taking over
and keeping our rental properties
rented and cared-for throughout the
Restoring the doors helps to
year. He has been a huge blessing
make the church look more inviting to the property team and the church
and noticeable to the people who
as well. All of the properties are
pass by on a daily basis.
currently being rented/ occupied, as
they were for the majority of the
year.
New HVAC

control system

There have been multiple
upgrades to the properties
We had a new HVAC control
throughout the year to make them
system installed this year. It makes
more appealing and desirable to be
our heating/air conditioner controls
rented.
easier to use and easier to access.
An example of this was the
The cost of this new system
landscaping and deep-house
was $10,000, but God is good and
cleaning at the white house on
provided it for $2,500!
Linden Street. Special thanks to
Barry and Monica Fragale for the
Some of the other upgrades
work they did at this house; it looks
that may not have been noticed
great!
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One final accomplishment that
happened this year is that for the
first time in a very long time, two
of our four properties passed the
borough's yearly inspection.
The two that did not pass only
have minor issues wrong with them
which are either already taken care
of or in the process of being taken
care of.
This is a big accomplishment
for our church’s properties. The
borough inspector, who had been
inspecting our church for years,
was extremely satisfied with our
progress in caring for our facilities.
At the end of our last
inspection, the inspector said, "This
is the first time I have ever had all
of my notes for your properties on
one page. You guys have really
done a great job over this past
year. I'm truly impressed."
This is huge because it makes
our relationship with the borough
that much better because they know
we care about what they say and
are not just wasting their time with
the same things every year.
Two-thousand seventeen was
an extremely productive year for
our facilities, and we are looking
forward to continuing upgrading
our facilities in 2018.
A big thank-you to our
congregation for your continuing
support. None of these upgrades
would have been possible without
your continuous generosity and
God's continuous grace and
provisions for our church!

Tim McDonald
Deacon of Properties
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Christian Living

REPORT

Linda Smith,
Deacon of
Christian Living

Adult Sunday School
includes new topics
This year we streamlined our adult Sunday
School classes. Our regular classes are taught by
George Fresolone and Martha Dunn.
Our new special topic classes were: Knowing
the God of the Bible, History of the Bible,
Stewardship, Worship and Learning about Advent.
They were taught by Ken Smith, Chris Wells
and Nancy Nicewonger.

Wacky Wednesdays
We kicked off January by launching a new
kids program on the third Wednesday of the
month, Wacky Wednesday Worship.
This program was designed by Iris Wells,
Isaac Rose, Sarah and Emily LaGault.
It is packed full of games, music, Bible
stories and Chrissy G. rapping Bible verses.
After a break during the
summer, Wacky Wednesday
Worship resumed for a
second session in
September.
We added dinner for
the kids and their families in
September with the help of
our deacon of hospitality,
Kathy Allaband.

CONTINUED on Page 32
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Easter

CONTINUED from Page 31

Kacie’s Cause
Our youth helped support Kacie’s Cause by
holding a clothing drive. The church family cleaned
out their closets and over flowed the Narthex with
bags of clothing. It was a huge success.

Vacation Bible School

We had a wonderful time following The Road to
Easter. We trekked all through the church following
the path that Jesus took from Palm Sunday to the
empty tomb.
After lunch, we had our annual Easter Egg Hunt.

air conditioning in 80- to 90-degree days.

Maker Fun Factory, Created by God for a
Purpose, was our vacation bible school program this
year.

A few of Jill Nicastro’s fun experiments wouldn’t
work because of the high humidity, but that didn’t
stop our dedicated volunteers.

We were blessed with a number of new crew
leaders leading our kids from station to station, and
our faithful station leaders and helpers.

A few weeks earlier, a friend of Chris Wells
visited our worship service. He noticed the HVAC
system we had was the same that he serviced and
asked to see it. He commented that it was a really old
system.

The kids learned that God made you, God is for
you, God is always with you, God always loved you,
and God made you for a reason.
They learned to look for God at work around
them, called God Sightings. After seeing a God
Sighting, they shouted, “WOW GOD!!”

Our VBS week came with challenge; we lost our

And then it broke. Honeywell wanted to put in a
new system, costing thousands of dollars. Chris called
his friend and asked if he could help fix it.
He fixed it with spare parts that he had and didn’t
charge us labor. WOW GOD!!! This was a reminder
to the church family that God is always with you.

Family Fun Day
We joined J.A.M. in hosting Family Fun Day in August.
Close to 200 people attended from past and present J.A.M. families, VBS
families, and the community. There were games, a sports bounce house, face
painting, puppeteers sharing Bible stories, and music by the Praise Team. A
cook out of hot dogs and ice cream ended the day.
CONTINUED on Page 33
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CONTINUED from Page 32

Rally Day
We honored our teachers on
Rally Day and advanced Soren
Wells and Kimberly Rose to K-5th
grade class.
We also congratulated two
high school graduates: Ana Poole
and Rayann Nicewonger.

Trunk or Treat
Unfortunately, we had to
cancel Trunk or Treat because of
rain, or I should say monsoon.

Christmas Eve
We were blessed with an
intergenerational Christmas Eve
service during the Sunday School
hour.
The children shared the
Christmas story and the Elders

shared what Christmas meant to
them.

We look forward to what God
has in store for us in 2018.

In His Service

Linda Smith
Deacon of Christian Living

And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.
Romans 8:28
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Missions

REPORT

Marcia Burton,
Deacon of Missions

In 2017 the Mission Team continued to embrace
the One-Board system of serving the church body.
People were willing to serve and advance missions in
the community and the world.
The three offerings sponsored by Missions were
faithfully supported by our congregation. These
offerings are above and beyond normal weekly giving
and aid in mission outreach and support of
missionaries, programs, and disaster relief throughout
the United States and the world.
Our church supports another offering — Retired
Ministers and Missions — through a budget line item
of $400 per year.
America for Christ

$

927.00

One Great Hr. of Sharing

$ 1,471.31

World Mission Offering

$

631.00
With Give | Serve | Restore, our church collected
non-perishable food in the amount of two pounds per
person, to be donated to the Kennett Area Community
Service food cupboard.

During Lent the Mission Team once again
supported a partnership with the Constellation
Network, which is an organization of local churches
dedicated to serving the community in various ways.

Monetary donations of $3 per child and $30 per
adult were donated to CASA. In total we donated
$255 to CASA, or Court Appointed Special
Advocates, which is a national association that
supports and promotes court-appointed advocates for
abused or neglected children in order to provide
children with a safe and healthy environment in
permanent homes.
This year Missions added support of the
Constellation Network to the budget.
We also collected $630 to give to Yesenia

Twenty-one churches were involved in 2017.

CONTINUED on Page 35
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In December, the Mission Team supported the
collection of one-pound bags of rice to be given to the
Martinez, the J.A.M. Daycare employee whose family KACS Christmas basket program.
was hit by the hurricane in Puerto Rico.
Our goal was 450 pounds, and we far exceeded

CONTINUED from Page 34

In September, the Mission Team hosted a
continental breakfast for Glenn and Rita Chapman,
missionaries we support in the Congo.
During the
community
Thanksgiving service,
$728.25 was collected
for Carter CDC, a
community
development
corporation whose goal is “to improve the quality of
life in the East Linden neighborhood of Kennett
Square and in the surrounding communities of
southern Chester County,” according to the Carter
Website (www.cartercdc.org).

that by collected almost 500 pounds.
A group of volunteers helped assemble the
Christmas baskets at the New Garden Township
maintenance building. Six hundred baskets were given
to community families in need.
The team looks forward to 2018, with new team
members to serve God in our church and community.
Respectfully submitted in His Service,

Marcia Burton

Thank you to First Baptist
“I am not good with words or expressing myself
but I just want you to know I am so thankful for your help to my family
in Puerto Rico. Thank you so much for your prayers too, my mom is recovering.
She got her surgery and now she needs to take therapies.
(It’s) going to be a long process to be totally recovered but our God is good
and I know she is going to make it. She is so thankful for your prayers
and she said keep praying for her. Once again, thanks, your help is
so appreciate (sic) for me and for all my family.
Some of them lost everything but not faith and hope.
God bless your hearts.”
— Yesenia and family
Yesenia is a teacher at J.A.M. Christian Daycare.
The church took up a collection in October to assist her family
after Hurricane Maria decimated the island of Puerto Rico,
and her mother was hurt during the storm.
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American Baptist Women
Shirley Poole, leader

REPORT

Martha Dunn, devotion
chairwoman

What is ABW and what do we do?
We are a group of First Baptist women who undertake:


Community service;



Mission support; and



Devotions.

We meet the third Wednesday of each month at the church. We are rolling bandages to send to our
American Baptist missionaries in different fields in the world. All women in our community are welcome to
become members of First Baptist’s ABW.

During 2017 the following
projects were carried out
by ABW:
One of our mission projects through the
American Baptists’ White Cross Service League
was to send funds to Dayton Christian Center in
Dayton, Ohio.
The Dayton Christian Center is a neighborhood
action center, according to its Website
(www.daytonchristiancenter.org) and is supported by
National Ministries American Baptist Churches.

The Kennett NGA has dissolved, so we didn’t
work on a project in 2017.
The ABW collect Love Gift offerings at our
meeting and from the congregation on the fifth
Sunday of the month. In 2017, Love Gift offerings
were collected five times — on Jan. 29, April 30,
July 30, Oct. 29, and Dec. 31.
It was also the 85th anniversary of the beginning
of the Love Gift offering for American Baptist
Churches, as it began in 1932 during the Great
Depression.

Membership in ABW

One main source of funding came from the Giant
Food project, wher e once a month we sell pr e-paid
Anyone who would like to join our group should
gift cards from the grocery store in denominations of see Shirley Poole. At the present time, we have only
$25, $50 or $100.
three members. Six of our members are now in
Anyone can help with this project. To purchase retirement homes.
the Giant cards, please see Shirley Poole.

To continue the beneficial work we have done
here at First Baptist Church, we need your help!
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J.A.M. Christian Daycare

REPORT

Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

The year 2017 found J.A.M. restructuring
and growing as we partnered with parents to
develop the whole child.
Staff showed a strong desire to develop
their personal learning as they work to teach
the children.
\Commitment to providing high quality
care was demonstrated by implementation of a
new curriculum, High Scope, and a new ongoing assessment program, COR A dvantage, that
were used in every classroom.
The role of assistant director was created
by the Board of Directors and then was filled
by Cassandra McDonald.

In addition to assisting in the classrooms,
she works in the office to help with billing, record
keeping and other duties that support the
director.

Enrollment
In January 2017 there were 34 children from 27
families with a
full-time equivalency
of 25.4 children.
Full-time
equivalency indicates
how many children
there would be if all
the children were full
-time five days a
week.
In December
2017 there were 30
children from 25

families with a full-time equivalency of 25.6 children.
During 2017 there were eight new children that
started at J.A.M. We added seven new families to our
community. Twelve children left during the year,
including seven who went to kindergarten. There are
currently five full-time and two part-time openings.

Staffing
In January there were 12 teachers and one director
on staff. At the close of the year there are 11 teachers,
two aides, an assistant director, and director.
Several staff members are pursuing education
degrees. The assistant director is attending college for
Early Childhood Education (ECE). In December, one
teacher graduated with an associate’s degree in ECE.
One teacher is seeking an elementary education
degree.
CONTINUED on Page 38
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mushroom-shaped house for the infant area of the
playground. J.A.M. and FBC families rode on a float in
the Mushroom Festival parade. J.A.M. staff participated
in the FBC booth at the Mushroom Festival.
 Friends of FBC — Members of groups that
meet at FBC came together and installed the new
equipment on the playground.

CONTINUED from Page 37

Involvement in Keystone STARS allows teachers
 Young Moms — Nancy stays in contact with the
to apply for tuition assistance from two scholarship
leaders of Young Moms, a group that supports
programs, providing help with the cost of the
mothers under the age of 21. Several participants in
education.
the group bring their children to J.A.M., and other
members serve as J.A.M. staff members.
 Friends Home — Children had monthly trips to
interact with the residents.

Partnerships and Community
Involvement
 Keystone STARS — Grants were received for a
total of $16,741. Money was used for buying and
installing a washer and dryer, furniture for classrooms,
and learning materials. Staff who meet education
requirements and have worked for J.A.M. for a year
received a bonus from the Education and Retention
Award, which is included in the STARS grant.

 St. Jude’s Research Hospital — J.A.M. held the
annual trike-a-thon and raised money for research.
 Lawler’s Kenpo Karate — Mark Lawler held a
parent night for J.A.M. and FBC families to discuss
the positive aspects of martial arts for young children.
 Preschool Expo — Cassandra attended a local
event with an information table about J.A.M.

 United Way — J.A.M. successfully completed
the Success by 6 program with the United Way. This
Connecting with First Baptist
program gave assistance as we moved from a STAR 2
rating to STAR 4. In 2017 we received a $5,000 grant
The relationship between J.A.M. and the church
to help us maintain this high-quality care. These funds has continued to strengthen over the past year.
were used for administration (software system, office Opportunities are found to bring the J.A.M. families in
equipment), staff (staff lockers), gross motor
contact with First Baptist Church.
equipment, and other materials for the children.
 J.A.M. children participated in the FBC
 Mushroom Festival — A grant was received
Vacation Bible School program during the mornings
from the Mushroom Festival for $2,000 to buy a
CONTINUED on Page 39
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CONTINUED from Page 38
of VBS week. A member of the church donated a CD
of the music for each family to take home at the end of
the week.

Looking Forward

In 2018 we will move our focus outward. The
director is meeting with a Pennsylvania representative
to discuss the importance of early childhood
education. Nancy is also working with a group in
Kennett Square to determine how to best provide
 Pastor Dan and members of the church attended resources for all young children in the area, even those
our June graduation program and our December Angel not attending preschool programs.
Breakfast. Pastor Dan presented each child leaving for
The church and daycare will have a diaper drive
kindergarten with a Bible storybook on behalf of the
to support the families of Young Moms.
church.
An advisory committee is being formed from
 J.A.M. families participated in church programs J.A.M. families, local educators, business people and
members of FBC. This group will work on meeting
such as the Easter Egg Hunt, Relay for Life and the
the vision of J.A.M. and development of our early
children’s program on Christmas Eve.
childhood program. The goal is to bring additional
 Preschool children from J.A.M. attended the
insight and expertise into our endeavors.
Wacky Wednesday program.
 During a special literacy week, Pastor Dan and
Linda Smith served as “special readers” for all three
classes. They each came and read a book to the children,
along with Beth Plowmaker from Keystone Stars.

CONTINUED on Page 40
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Clerk/Historian

REPORT

Barbara Miller

NEW MEMBERS

BAPTISMS

Cora Goldberg

Rayann Nicewonger

Isaac Rose

Jekelle Carrigan

Ella Rose
Debora Grey

DEATHS

Richard Nicewonger

Snowe Walsh

Judy Nicewonger

Janie Hudler

Jekelle Carrigan

Margaret (Marge) Read

Kelly Carrigan

Hazel Nead

BIRTHS
Adelynn Noel Gaul

No marriages, erasures, dedications,
or letters of transfer in 2017.

Andrew Jacob Ely
Hailey Gray Dubbs

Jekelle Carrigan, above, and Rayann Nicewonger, at
right, are baptized into First Baptist Church.
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First Baptist Church

IN MEMORIUM
Snowe Walsh
Snowe Walsh, 88, of
Kennett Square, formerly
of Avondale, passed on
Friday, Aug. 25, 2017 at
home.
Born in Mt. City,
TN, she was the daughter
of the late John and
Bettie Smith Maxwell.

away in 2004 and with whom she shared 53 years of
marriage. Born in Ashe County, NC, she was the
daughter of the late Roy Wallace and the late Mary
Lou Vannoy Wallace.
Janie was a machine operator at NVF, Newark,
DE, retiring after over 40 years of service.
She was a member of the Kemblesville United
Methodist Church.
Janie enjoyed crocheting, gardening, shopping,
going to church, and being with her family.

She is survived by one
son, Harold N. Hudler Sr., and
his wife Susan of
Avondale, PA; two daughters,
Snowe was a member of the First Baptist Church,
Loretta Sturgis and her
Kennett Square, and the Kennett Area Senior Center.
husband Jim, and Debbie
She loved cats and flowers and was an avid
Terry and her husband Louie,
reader.
both of Landenberg, PA; three
She is survived by one daughter, Susan Waltman grandchildren, Stephanie Folk
of Nottingham; one son, Larry Walsh of Wilmington, and her husband Gary, Harold
DE; two grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and N. Hudler Jr. and his wife
Colleen, and Melissa Terry; and two greatone brother, Tommy Maxwell (Bonnie) of Mt. City,
grandchildren, Kyle Folk and Brandon Hudler.
TN.
She was employed
with Chester County Pocopson Home, West Chester,
as a healthcare nursing assistant and retired in 1998.

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 30, 2017 at the Union Hill
Cemetery, 424 N. Union St., Kennett Square.

Janie Hudler
Janie W. Hudler, 84, of Avondale, PA, passed
away on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2017, at the Pocopson
Home.

You are invited to visit with her family and
friends from 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday evening, Oct.
11, 2017, at the Kuzo & Grieco Funeral Home, 250 W.
State St., Kennett Square, PA, and again from 10 to 11
Thursday morning, Oct. 12, 2017 at the Avondale
Presbyterian Church, 420 Pennsylvania Avenue (Route
41), Avondale, PA. Her funeral service will follow at
11. Burial will be at the Union Hill Cemetery, Route
82, Kennett Square, PA.
In memory of Janie, a contribution may be made

She was the wife of Harold Hudler, who passed
CONTINUED on Page 43
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Hazel E. Nead (Cutshall)

CONTINUED from Page 42

Hazel E. Nead
(Cutshall), 102, passed
away peacefully on
Saturday, Dec. 2, 2017 at
Jenner’s Pond, West
Margaret B. Read
Grove, PA. She was the
Margaret B. Read, 96, formerly of Atglen, passed wife of Clarence S. Nead
away on Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017. She was the widow of who passed away in
1986.
Harrison W. Read, who passed away in 1969 after
they had shared 28 years of marriage.
Hazel was born in
Born in Cardiff, N.J., Margaret was the daughter Three Springs, PA, on Feb. 2, 1915, the daughter of
the late Aley and the late Mary (Fix) Cutshall.
of the late Adela (Zapletal) and Andrew Bolf.
to the Alzheimer’s Association, 399 Market St., Suite
102, Philadelphia, PA 19106.

Hazel worked for many years at Kennett High
She had been employed as a financial secretary at
School in the cafeteria and loved knitting, sewing,
Penn Valley Savings and Loan.
cooking, and gardening. She was a member of First
Margaret, a lifelong Baptist, was a member of
Baptist Church of Kennett Square and was formerly
Parkesburg Baptist Church.
active in the Kennett Area Senior Center.
She is survived her three children: H. Andrew
She is survived by three sons: Larry Nead
Read, husband of Brenda, of Texas; Edward A. Read (Emmelyn) of Dillwyn, VA, Robert Nead (Betty Jean)
of Colombia Falls, MT; and Eileen M. Read-Saxton,
of Lancaster, VA, and Richard Nead (Barbara) of
wife of Keith, of Atglen, PA; four grandchildren, nine Lakeland, Fla.; three grandchildren, Gene Nead,
great-grandchildren, and a host of nieces and nephews. Darlene Iseminger, and Melissa Bean-Nead; and four
The memorial service will be held on Saturday,
Oct. 28 at 11 a.m. at the Upper Octorara Presbyterian
Church, 1121 Octorara Trail, Parkesburg, PA, with
visitation from 10 a.m. until the time of the service.
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, a
contribution be made to the Margaret B. Read
Memorial Fund for Missions at the Evangelical
Development Ministry, P.O. Box 130, Muenster,
Texas, 76252.

great-grandchildren: Sydney Iseminger, Nickolas
Nead, Isabella Nead, and Noah Bean-Nead.
The family would like to express their
appreciation for the wonderful and caring staff at
Ruston Center at Jenner’s Pond and Willow Tree
Hospice.
You are invited to visit with her family from noon
to 2 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, Dec. 9, 2017, at the
Foulk and Grieco Funeral Home, 200 Rose Hill Road,
West Grove, PA. Her funeral service will follow at 2
p.m. Interment will be private at Cherry Grove
Cemetery in Three Springs, PA.

“A human life is a story told by God.”
— Hans Christian Andersen
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First Baptist Church of Kennett Square
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
Phone: 610-444-5320
Fax: 610-444-0480
Web: www.ksqfbc.com
Facebook: fir stbaptistchurchks
Instagram: /fbc_kennettsq/
YouTube: http://bit.ly/2bJ bbck
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