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God sighting brings lesson
For the past few months, we have
been talking God sightings — those
sacred moments when we sense God at
work in our lives and world.
I believe it is important for us to share
(give testimony to) such moments. They
serve as celebrations of God’s
faithfulness and offer hope in difficult
seasons.

Deep men of faith do not
always have the patience to
pick up the needless
baggage others so often
want to place upon their
shoulders.

I had one such God sighting while on
vacation in North Carolina. Our family
lived in North Carolina for close to six
years. While there I worked for Corning
Inc. making fiber optic cable.

During visits to North Carolina over
the past few years, I have often felt the
pull (Spirit’s leading) to stop and visit
one of my former co-workers. I would
drive by his home often.

It was a job that stretched me and
Sometimes I would slow down and
allowed me to learn a lot about who I am. then decide against stopping at the last
While at Corning, I developed good
minute.
friendships with many of my co-workers.
“Why would David want to see me?”

‘Ageless Encounters’ features Pedzinski
Sunday, Sept. 1 will be a special
day in the life of our congregation. One
of the missionaries we support will be
joining us for worship.

envelopes provided on Sept. 1 if you
would like to make a “Love Gift”
contribution to Jeni’s ministry above
and beyond your normal giving. This
“Love Gift” will go directly to support
her ministry.

Rev. Jeni Pedzinski will be
speaking to a combined Sunday School
class starting at 9:45 am. All classes
According to her biography, Jeni is
will meet in the Fellowship Hall for this an American Baptist missionary who
special opportunity to interact with Jeni. has been serving at the New Life Center
Foundation (NLCF) in Chiang Mai,
Jeni will also be bringing the
Thailand, since 2015.
message during the morning worship
service. We are very excited to have her
Established in 1987, NLCF serves
join us and encourage you to join us to young ethnic minority (tribal) women
hear about this ministry you help
who are at risk for, or survivors of,
support.
human trafficking, forced labor, and
There will be special offering

CONTINUED on Page 12
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last thing he
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would want to
see is me on his
porch.” “What if he forgot who I was?”
“Maybe our friendship was more
important to me than to him.”
My mind would race until I pushed
aside the Spirit’s prompting.
As I drove past David’s house, the
prompting was just as strong as before.
Once again, I slowed down only to
drive past his house. Frustrated with
myself, I turned around and pulled into
his driveway. As I walked onto his porch
CONTINUED on back
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First Baptist, Kacie’s Cause to hold conference
More than 450 people have
But there is help … and hope.
overdosed and died in Chester County
“Help for today … hope for
over the last four years.
tomorrow” is a three-day conference
In Pennsylvania, more than 5,000 at First Baptist Church of Kennett
Square that will look at the role of
people died from drug-related
faith, hope and love in recovery from
overdoses in 2017 alone.
chemical addiction. It will be held
Addiction and overdoses caused
Oct. 18-20.
by substance use disorder will
The cost is $10, and includes
continue to spread in our communities
lunch
and refreshments on Saturday.
as new and existing substances are
experimented by the individual
The conference facilitator will be
abusing them.
the Rev. Donald G. Coombs, Jr.,
If you struggle with substance use
disorder, you may feel guilt, shame,
hopelessness, and failure. No matter
how hard you try, it seems difficult to
get ahead and remain free of chemical
dependency.
If you are walking alongside
someone struggling with this disease,
you may be afraid, angry, and
disappointed, and questioning what
could or should have been done to
prevent addiction from taking hold.

Ed.D., an experienced educator and
counselor specializing in addictions
and associated disorders. Rev.
Coombs will share what he has
learned through education and
experience working with those
struggling with substance use
disorder. His goals are that people
would find help for today and hope
for tomorrow.
The first night of the conference
opens with a look at the “holistic
model of addiction,” and how

addictions develop from a myriad of
challenges.
Sessions on the second day
include how addictive substances
work, how people can walk with
loved ones who are addicts and avoid
enabling them, and how to practice
self-care in recovery.
The final day features a class on
communication and coping with
emotions like anger.
“Help for today … hope for
tomorrow” is sponsored by Kacie’s
Cause and First Baptist Church of
Kennett Square. Kacie’s Cause is a
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization
serving those whose loved ones are
battling substance use disorder, and
was founded by Andy and Donna
Rumford after the overdose death of
their daughter Kacie.
To register online, go to
ksqfbc.com/conference. For more
information, call 610-444-5320.
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Conference schedule
Friday

The top 10 addictive substances are
identified, described, and discussed.

shape our thoughts and actions.

During this session, Rev.
The information shared raises
Coombs provides an overview of the
awareness both as to the number of
best elements in developing one’s
While each journey towards
people who abuse those drugs as well self-care plan for recovery. This is
recovery is unique, there are common as the percentage of persons who
hopeful and helpful to the person with
themes as individuals fight to recover. don’t use! We look at the phrase
the affliction of addiction as well as
Learn to recognize some familiar
“Everybody is doing something” to
their family and friends.
patterns as people journey towards
see if that is factually true.
During this session the stages of
recovery as well as regress towards a
10 a.m.
“Bearing Witness to the change model is explained, various
relapse.
Journey of Recovery”
professional services are identified,
Rev. Don Coombs provides an
and three dynamics of time, behavior
10:15 a.m. Break
overview of the holistic model of
change, and knowledge are explored.
addiction, explaining how it is much 10:45 a.m. Session 2: “Developing
This session will focus on how to
more than a disease. Using the term
Discernment”
remain hopeful in the midst of this
“convergence,” he explains how
How do you walk with someone most difficult of journeys and where
addictions develop from a myriad of
battling addiction issues while not
to find hope and help. Don will
challenges.
allowing the manipulation and
provide an overview of how to keep
The presentation explains the
dishonesty that often comes along
hopeful and obtain help for
“unhealthy attachment” aspect of
with their struggles to derail healing? individuals and families struggling
addictions, and then concludes three
In this session Rev. Coombs will with addiction issues.
key factors why drugs are so
focus on the need for us to have
2 p.m. “Finding Help for the
hazardous in comparison to other
discernment in our lives. We often
Journey” Kacie’s Cause
types of addiction.
hear the term “don’t judge.” During
2:15-2:45 p.m. Vendor time
this session we will explore the
difference between judgment and
Saturday
discernment.
Sunday
8 a.m.
Registration/vendor time
We will identify the four
different types, and how to use these 9:45 a.m. “How to be non9 a.m.
Session 1: “Addictive
judgmental while
tools in your relationships. During the
Substances of Abuse”
offering the hope of the
last portion Don will provide some
Addictive substances affect more
Gospel”
principles for knowing the difference
than just those that use them.
between enabling an addiction and
This class is an intensive course
Families, friends, co-workers,
empowering recovery.
on great communication! Rev.
neighbors all are impacted when
11:45 a.m “Finding Help for the Coombs provides the following tools
someone becomes addicted.
for everyone to consider using in their
Journey”
Learn how addictive substances
conversations with others: how to
Noon
Lunch
work, warning signs to look for, and
cope with anger, how to be assertive,
healthy steps you can take to come
1 p.m.
Session 3: “Hope and how to give feedback, and how to be a
alongside those who are fighting
safe person.
Help”
addiction.
Anyone who has journeyed with 11 a.m. Worship service
The presentation provides a
someone dealing with addiction
Sermon: “When God calls you child”
review of the how alcohol and other
knows how easy it is to allow fear,
drugs are used in the United States.
shame, anger, and disappointment to
7-8:30 p.m. “The Holistic Model
of Addiction”
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Seeking prayer? Pick up the phone
I know that there are quite a
few people within our
congregation who use the “Jesus
Calling” devotional.
I have found it to be very
helpful and enjoy the daily
challenge to hear Jesus speaking directly to me through
the scriptures.

pastor leads the group in prayer. This
weekly prayer call has become a part
of my routine. You can learn more
about it here www.jesuscalling.com/
prayer-call/
To join in simply call this number a
few minutes before 8 a.m. on Tuesday morning: Call: 425
-585-6238

A few months ago I was invited to join with the
The access code is: 155-636-905#
people of “Jesus Calling” in a new ministry they are
Who knows — you may recognize the voice of
starting. Every Tuesday morning they are hosting a
someone you know leading the time of prayer.
“Weekly Prayer Call.” During the call someone reads the
Pastor Dan
scripture and devotional for the day and then a guest

An open invitation for spiritual direction
As many of you are aware, I
make it a practice to build into my
schedule times away, times of quiet
and silence to listen for God’s
direction.

sit down and talk about
what this could look
like.

area. If this is something you would
be interested in, I would be willing to

retirement, the weekend, our next big
purchase, but let our spiritual

development simply
happen without giving it
a second thought.

I (Pastor Dan)
understand spiritual
direction to be an
intentional relationship
focused on paying
attention to the working
of God in all aspects and areas of a
person’s life.

Spiritual direction is a
special relationship
As part of those times away, I
whose focus is to help
meet with a spiritual director. The
people look for God’s
spiritual director helps guide my
activity within every area
reflections and meditations. They
of their life
listen as I share areas of growth as
experience. Spiritual direction is a
well as places of struggle.
safe place to explore your questions
My spiritual director is helping
All too often, we go through life and concerns about your life with
me listen for what God may be
blind to the way that the Spirit of God God.
speaking into my life. They will offer is at work all around us. We are
My commitment would be to
suggestions, areas I may want to
distracted by the “noise” and
meet one time to talk about what this
consider for deeper reflection.
busyness of our daily routines and all could look like for you. If we both felt
Participating in spiritual direction too easily miss how God is seeking to this was something that could be
helpful, we would set up future times
has helped me draw closer to God and guide and direct us.
gain a deeper understanding of His
At other times we may be aware to meet and share.
leading guiding and directing for my of God working and moving in our
I have set aside time in my
life.
lives but choose to put off thinking
calendar to do this very specific and
direct spiritual direction with five
During my last time away, I felt about what that movement could
God was leading me to set aside time mean for who we are becoming as we people a month. If you are interested,
please let me know so we can set up a
to provide spiritual direction for some move toward maturity.
time to get together.
people here in the Kennett Square
We plan for vacations,

Pastor Dan
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Trike-a-thon
J.A.M. students once again participated in the St. Jude Trike-A-Thon, which
raises money for St. Jude Hospital for Children. The children were all smiles as
they rode around part of the driveway.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.
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Starting in September ...
This month not only means a return to school for children, but also a return to some
of First Baptist’s favorite programs. Here’s what you need to know.

Sept. 10: Caregiver Support Group
Our Caregiver Support
Group is a place where
caregivers from many
different experiences can
come together and draw
support from one another.

It meets the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month throughout the year at 7
p.m.
Caregivers come in many different shapes, sizes and
from a wide variety of experiences. No matter the
journey, one truth rings true — being a caregiver is hard
work. The next time the group will meet will be Tuesday,
Sept. 10.

Sept. 11: Meeting With Friends
“Meeting With Friends” begins again Wednesday,
Sept. 11.
Join us at the Kennett Friends
Meeting at 7 p.m. Wednesdays as we
discuss “Family, Friends, and Faith:
Lessons I Have Learned,” by Mark
Hecht.
The book’s introduction reads:
“As Christians, we are on a
journey and our journey is not
alone. We cannot grow in faith
without others sharing theirs with
us along the way. This book offers
a series of messages reminding us of the numerous ways
our lives are influenced and transformed as we walk with
others.”
“Family, Friends, and Faith” can be purchased on
Amazon for $16.95.
Please bring a friend and join us at the Kennett
Friends Meeting House, 125 W. Sickle St, Kennett
Square, PA 19348. All are welcome!

Sept. 14: Men’s breakfast
The monthly men’s breakfasts are held the second
Saturday from September to June at 8 a.m.
The men of the church are invited to gather in
Fellowship Hall for a time of breakfast and fellowship.
After breakfast is over, Pastor Dan or one of the other
men bring a brief devotional designed to challenge and
encourage the men to continue on their journey of
“becoming mature followers of Jesus.”
If you haven’t yet tried it, come out Saturday, Sept.
14 to see what you have been missing.

Sept. 18: Wacky Wednesday Worship
There’s no need to wait until next summer for a VBSlike experience. Wacky Wednesday Worship is a kiddesigned and kid-led fun-filled hour that meets on the
third Wednesday of the month from September to April.
Wacky Wednesday Worship starts at 6:30 p.m. and is
over promptly at 7:30 p.m. It is for children ages 4 through
fifth grade.
It has time for games, Bible stories, songs,
relationship-building, and fun and laughter. We hope to
see you on Sept. 18!

Sept. 26: Senior luncheon
Sept. 26 marks the return of the monthly senior
luncheons after the summer break.
Part of the church’s senior ministry, the luncheons —
held on the last Thursday of the month from September to
May, except in December — provide food and
entertainment for seniors from throughout southern
Chester County and Delaware counties.
Programs have included bingo, music, and guest
speakers.
The luncheons start at noon. All senior citizens are
welcome.

Connections
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Celebrating God Sightings
We have been sharing God Sightings in both the
Constant Contact emails and the Weekly Connections.
Do you have a God Sighting to share? Send it to
Monica at admin@ksqfbc.com.
By Nancy Nicewonger

asked such as "Jesus is
alive," or "God loves me,"
because they are
remembering lessons from
other weeks.

Each Monday, the children of
J.A.M. Christian Daycare enter the
sanctuary for chapel.

As they enter, we remind them
that Jesus wants us to follow him.
Children walk down the aisle
saying, "Come follow me and hop,
hop, hop." The chant continues with
other verses as they go to their pew.
In the faces of the children, we
can see the presence of God.

What is God Sightings?
If we have hearts, eyes and ears open,
we will see God alive and well, working
in our world. You can look for this
column as a place for our community to
celebrate where we see God at work in
our world!

As children sing, "Do
Lord, oh, do Lord, oh do
remember me," their
voices and faces show that
they are taking these
words and storing them in
their hearts.
Where have I, Nancy,
experienced God?

While the answers may not be to
the
questions
that were asked on that
I saw God in little faces that were
particular Monday, I see God at work
As the story begins, children call having trouble seeing over the pew,
as children are learning the promises
out answers to questions that were not but with eyes lit up as they learn about
of Scripture.
God.
As the candle is lit on the altar,
children remind us that Jesus is here.

God Sightings in friendship
By Andrew Nicastro
A while back there were areas
in my life where I felt God telling
me that I needed to take a break.
It was a little conflicting at
first. I did not realize why I needed
a break, but i finally listened and
decided to take a time out.
I wasn't exactly sure why the
break was necessary, but
recently God showed me a glimpse.
I see a friend of mine about once
a week.
We always seem to have a good
conversation, but normally it is like
any other conversation where it does

I wouldn't normally think
anything of it, but he found me. He
looked for me so we can talk.
I then realized how important
these conversations could mean to
him.
This is just a glimpse that I
saw while taking this break.
Maybe God's plan is to help
him by having someone to talk to
or maybe it's for me to learn
something
from my friend, or both.
not seem all that spectacular. It is just
two friends talking.
Although I do not know the
outcome(s)
of these chats, I do know
I normally find him and approach
it is God moving in our lives for the
him, but the last time we met he
greater good.
approached me.
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God Sightings in prayer
By John Stansberry
God in the past year has helped
me see life and the power of prayer
differently.
God brought my grandson, Luke
John, into my life a year ago. Shortly
after he was born, he became seriously
ill. I didn’t know from one day to the
next if he was going to survive.

I turned to God and began praying
for help in healing my grandson.
Pastor Dan and the whole First Baptist

congregation prayed for Luke’s healing
and survival.
One night shortly after Luke was born,
I was almost asleep. I sensed a presence in
my room. He said, “Johnny, it’s going to
be okay.” Then the presence disappeared.
We joyously celebrated Luke John’s
first birthday on July 20, 2019.
He is very healthy and meeting all of
the expected benchmarks of a 1-year-old.
I want to thank God and all my fellow
parishioners for being a part of my and Luke’s life.

God Sightings in VBS
By Linda Smith

The second night’s Bible point
I was so excited to have 27 kids was W HEN LIFE IS SCA RY …..GOD
IS GOOD. One boy shared that life is
pre-registered for VBS. Then came
the storms on Monday, and I thought, scary when his family is fighting. He
heard that God is with us in scary
“There goes our attendance.”
times.
We had some calls asking if VBS
“Even when I walk through the
was canceled for the night.
darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for
“Not unless we lose power” —
you are close beside me.” — Psalm
which we didn’t. That night we had
23:4. God is good!
41 kids walk through our doors. God
A mother shared that her son
is good!
corrected his big sister about the story
On Monday night, little
of how the Israelites were treated
5-year-old Blake came with his mom. unfairly. W HEN LIFE IS
He was crying when his mom left
UNFAIR….GOD IS GOOD.
him, so mom hid out in the Welcome
He also knew his Bible verse
Center, just in case.
from Nahum 1:7 … “The Lord is
His wise crew leader buddied him good, a strong refuge when trouble
up with an older child. He’d see his
comes.” God is good!
mom and wave. By the second night,
A mom signed her four kids up
he was on stage dancing and singing
on
Tuesday.
After watching the
his heart out.
closing celebration, her older daughter
He was answering questions in
asked if she could be a helper. This is
Bible Adventure and loving the games another way for the older kids to take
and Imagination Station. He went to on responsibilities, still be a part of
his daycare and told everyone that
Vacation Bible School and hear God’s
“God is good!” God is good!
word. God is good!

One girl has been coming to VBS
for four years, and this is her last year
because she ages out. She asked to be
a helper next year and if she could
still come to Wacky Wednesday
Worship. Of course! God is good!
On Wednesday, I saw Pastor Dan
spending some quiet time with
another cancer survivor. Later, I saw
that same person spending some quiet
time with a mother of one of our VBS
kids who had lost her husband earlier
this year. God is good!
We had one station leader step
out of her comfort zone by taking on a
different station where she was doing
more teaching. Watching her
confidence grow and seeing the
excitement on her face was a blessing.
God is good!
I found this verse a few years ago
and it’s been my “go-to” VBS verse:
“So let’s not get tired of doing
what is good. At just the right time we
will reap a harvest of blessings if we
don’t give up.” — Galatians 6:9

God is good!

Connections

Page 9

Our vacation, with God’s plan
By Sharon Chambers

I read it to them, and the one singer
We headed south over the
said, “That was for me!” He gave me a mountains and stopped for gas at K&T
hug and looked at the paper.
Truck Stop, which turned out to be a
We left Saturday morning
mile down a narrow road, in Fairmont,
heading to Ohio for our first stop on the
I had written a scripture from
way to Kentucky.
Psalms as a reference for that poem, and W. Va.
Three hours down the road, the
truck dash started flashing “Check
trailer brake wiring” or “trailer brakes
disconnected.” We pulled over at a
service center to check it out.
Three hours later, after calling our
camper dealer and other possible
repairmen, we got nowhere.
The closest campground that came
up on my phone was Friendship
Village, at 4.6 miles away. Very
carefully we headed there.
After setting up and eating, we
went to hear a gospel group called The
Weaver Believers at the campground.
They were only at this campground
once a year.
On Sunday, we knew we weren’t
going to get any help on that day, so
Denny was going to see what he could
do. I went to the church service, where
the gospel group was going to perform
again before the church service. I
bought two CDs and talked with the
wife of one of the singers, telling her we
had broken down and weren’t even
supposed to be at that campground, and
that I had really enjoyed their music.
She gave me a hug and said she
would pray for us.

with shock he said they were the exact
We went to the bathroom, got gas,
verses he was reading before the concert and headed down the road. Two
on Saturday evening.
hundred miles later, we stopped for gas
again. I looked for my purse and
He gave me a big hug and said,
realized it wasn’t in the truck. I had lost
“Thank you for letting the Holy Spirit
lead you.” He said to the group, “Let us it! My vacation money, wallet and
credit cards, license, and checkbook
pray,” as we held hands. Afterward,
everyone gave me a hug and asked for were all in my purse.
my phone numbers. The older brother
walked back and grabbed a CD to give
me – I couldn’t believe it was the exact
CD that I was going to buy, but had put
the money in the offering for the group.
Wow! God was in this, and He is
good!

Denny looked in the camper and
thought I must have left it as the gas
stop. I was crying as he found his
receipt from the K&T Truck Stop in
Fairmont, W. Va. He used his phone to
get the number, and called them.

After answering a few questions,
they told him they had found my
The silver lining in the location of
Friendship Village was that there was a pocketbook in the bathroom and placed
Dodge dealer and a camper dealer at the it in a safe. We couldn’t go back the 200
end of the road where we turn to get into miles each way, but we knew it was
safe.
Friendship Village.
Thank you, God! He didn’t make
Early Monday morning, Denny
me suffer too long not knowing where it
took the truck to the dealer to get it
checked out, and he went to the camper was.
dealer to see if they could check the
Around 9 p.m. we finally pulled
camper. The truck checked out OK.
into our site at Whispering Hills
The camper dealer couldn’t look at Campground in Georgetown, Ky. A day
it until the afternoon. Frustrated, Denny -and-a-half later than we expected to get
there, but by the grace of God we had
started taking the tires off one by one
arrived!
and looked for trouble.

Friday morning we headed out
After taking the second tire off and
early toward Fairmont, W. Va., to
checking the brake, he found the
After the church service, I was
problem – one of the wires had shorted retrieve my lost pocketbook.
walking back to our camper and felt
out inside the brake drum. He fixed it.
Thank you, Abba Father, that the
God was telling me to get a specific
poem that I had written two years earlier
I rushed getting the camper ready lady at the fuel desk who found my
called “I Want to Praise You in the
to move, and around noon we left for a purse was an honest person. Everything
was still in my pocketbook!
Storm.” I felt I was to give it to
long ride to our location in Kentucky.

someone in the group.
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Looking back at 2019 Vacation Bible School
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Report from Roatan: Touching lives through donations
Thank you for all your
prayers for my trip to Roatan,
Honduras!

the children of the island is one
of my favorite parts of the trip!

One day we delivered food
This year we did a lot of
bags to members of a little
little projects during the week. community. One of the people
On Monday we went to a
who received the food bag told
little community and picked up us he hadn’t had any food in his
trash with the school children. cabinets for 10 days and that he
It doesn’t sound like a lot of
had been praying for God to
fun, but when you have a bunch help him out.
of children running around and
Later in the week we
playing little games with you, it
handed out clothes in three
is actually pretty fun.
different communities. While
We also handed out more
TOMs shoes this year. While at
one school, two kids came up
to me and started talking to me.

Photo by Ryan Huneycutt

Rayann helps pass out clothes to islanders.

Learn more about Bridges
Bridges Out of Poverty is a framework
that equips communities, organizations, and
individuals with strategies and tools for
addressing poverty in a comprehensive way.
Learn more at the next Bridges Out of
Poverty workshop, which will be held from
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the Kennett Area
YMCA. It brings together people from all
sectors and economic classes to reduce
barriers and build access to resources for
those in poverty in order to build a
sustainable community where everyone can
live well.
Suggested donation of $12 covers
training materials. To RSVP, email:
kuhler@theconstellationnetwork.com

we were there we would also
hand out little toys and candy to
the kids. The kids always get so
excited no matter what you
We spent about 15 minutes give them, and they usually
talking. They were asking me want you to play with them
too!
how old I was, where I was
from, and stuff like that. During
I had a great time in
the whole conversation they
Roatan, and I cannot wait to go
just kept smiling and laughing. back next year!
Getting to spend time with

Rayann Nicewonger
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MISSIONS

World Mission Offering starts in October
First Baptist Church will collect for World Mission Offering
during the month of October.
Every donation to the World Mission Offering makes a
difference. Eighty-four percent of donations are used for mission
programs, like global servants and partners, and ministry support and
education.
According to International Ministries, the WMO also fills any
funding gaps “so that global servants can stay in the field;
continue in ministry; receive income and benefits; and cover ministry expenses such as education, visas, and
passports.” To read more about World Mission Offering, go to https://www.internationalministries.org/worldmission-offering/

Missionaries provide update from Cambodia
Debbie is doing well at this time,
and is full steam into ministry. She has
switched to a new drug which is
supposed to keep her more stable. Time
will tell if it works.

A storm and God’s protection
Recently, while in our village house preparing for
bed, a strong wind suddenly hit our house. The force
steadily increased, and then it started raining hard.

I grabbed Debbie’s hand, and we ran in our
sleepwear to our office about 70 feet away
which is made of concrete block.
We huddled on the downwind side of the
building. Lightning constantly lit up the
property. I could see a large tree uprooted but it had
landed away from our house.

I got up very early and found we had six
uprooted trees, and the trunk of another tree snapped like
a toothpick. But our house was mostly intact, aside from
I could hear our concrete roof tiles being peeled up
losing roof tiles. We were very grateful and praised God
like chips and blown away. Rain blew into the house
for his protection: for us, our house, and from the
through every crack and tile. Everything was getting wet. centipede. The storm was a good reminder of how
temporal our lives and possessions are, how much God
Still, the wind grew stronger. Suddenly two doors
that went out to our porch blew into the house and landed watches over us, and our dependency on him.
on the dining table.
Please keep praying for us. In the safekeeping of our
I decided it was time to abandon ship, fearing that our good God,
house on stilts might be blown off its moorings or a big
tree upwind might fall on the house.

John Coats

Jeni Pedzinski to visit First Baptist Church
CONTINUED fr om Page 1
sexual abuse.
With degrees in development and
Christian theology, Jeni provides

administrative support, Christian
For more information about her
discipleship, and financial literacy
ministry, go online to
training to NLCF staff and program
www.internationalministries.org/author/
beneficiaries, according to her biography/ j-pedzinski
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Join us in celebrating these birthdays
Samantha Eaton
Bob Weer
Daisy Hendershot
Krystal McDonald
Sharon Chambers
Dennis Mellinger
Andrea Sierra
Lisa Steinberger
Jean Tinder
Ann Metsis
Abby Rzucidlo
Sandy Lundquist
Patrick Fresolone
Nick Everhart
Donald Poole Jr.
Charmaine Everhart

Sept. 3
Sept. 3
Sept. 4
Sept. 7
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 16
Sept. 18
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Sept. 30

Debora Gray
Heather Hendershot
Logan Ashby
Roxie Sheets
Jessica Bryer
Briella McDonald
Owen Fresolone
Violet Hendershot
Alfred Miles
Carolyn Thomas
Carol Newsom
James Sturgis
Dennis Chambers
Cora Goldberg
Sarah Potthoff

Oct. 2
Oct. 3
Oct. 6
Oct. 10
Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 13
Oct. 15
Oct. 17
Oct. 17
Oct. 18
Oct. 22
Oct. 24
Oct. 24
Oct. 25

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
PHONE: 610-444-5320
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com

W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.

J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

From God sighting, lessons from friendship
CONTINUED fr om fr ont
and rang the doorbell, I was not prepared
for the greeting I was about to get. David
was genuinely glad to see me!
He invited me into his home, and
we spent close to 40 minutes catching
up on life. It was a great visit.

I believe it is important for
us to share such moments.
They serve as celebrations
of God’s faithfulness and
offer hope in difficult
seasons.

On the way back to my car,
David made some comment about not church.
going to church. He said he understood
David rocks a full head of hair
that getting people to church was “my
and an even fuller beard.
business,” but it just was not for him.
One of David’s strongest words
Since he brought it up, I figured I
came when he said, “Dan, I am a deep
was allowed to ask questions. So I
man of faith.”
simply asked, “Why?”
I believe that to be true. Deep
David shared about attitudes of
men of faith do not always have the
judgment he felt people placed upon
patience to pick up the needless
him. He spoke of the way some
baggage others so often want to place
expected him to feel shame for not
upon their shoulders.
“looking right” when he showed up to

Today I attended an Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting. Sitting in the
room, each person who spoke began
with the same words. “Hello, my name
is _________, I am an alcoholic.”
Everyone was instantly on a
level playing field.
It struck me that
maybe we ought to begin greeting each
other in a similar fashion at church.
“Hi, my name is Dan. I am a
sinner struggling to keep it all
together.”
This way, more people will feel
welcome, and fewer would feel any
form of judgment within our
community.
Hello, my name is Dan. I am a
sinner struggling to keep it all together.

Pastor Dan

