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First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

‘Background noise’
Recently I referred to my cancer as “background
noise” as I went about the business of living life.
A friend had asked how I was doing. There was
concern for me, concern for Nancy as we stand ready to
enter a new phase of this journey.

Irrelevant or incidental
The dictionary offers a couple
definitions for background noise
that I think would be helpful to
think about.
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My answer surprised them; it surprised me.

First, background noise: “a person or thing
considered
to be irrelevant or incidental to the main issue
Throughout life I have come to recognize that I often
or situation.”
do some of my best processing or learning on the fly. I
will speak my truth in the midst of a conversation and find
Amen!
myself returning to the comment again and again.
My cancer is irrelevant to the main issue or situation.
Over time I come to see that what was spoken “on the The main issue is how I am going to live my life.
fly” revealed something much deeper about who I am or
To focus on cancer is to focus on death. I have made
what I was thinking.
peace with the fact that death is inevitable. I am looking
The past few days I have found myself returning to
forward to that day when Jesus speaks, “Well done” and I
this idea that my cancer is nothing more than “background experience true healing.
noise.”
CONTINUED on Page 7

A season of
preparation
Lent is a season of 40 days, not
counting Sundays.
It represents the time Jesus spent
in the wilderness, enduring temptation
and preparing to begin his ministry.
Each Sunday represents a
“mini-Easter” when the community
comes together in joyful
anticipation of the Resurrection.
Our sermon series this Lenten
season will focus on Jesus’ encounters
CONTINUED on Page 2
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Marking the start of Lent
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at 7 p.m.
This special service marks the
beginning of Lent.
We will use scripture, song, and times
of meditation to focus our minds on this 40
-day season of preparation for the coming
of Easter.

As part of worship we will offer the
traditional ashes for those who would like
to receive them.
Join us for this special service as we
mark the beginning of our 2018 Lenten
journey.

Lenten sermon series looks at Jesus and women
CONTINUED fr om Page 1

with women.
Jesus turned his world upside
down as he treated women with a
dignity and respect they rarely knew.
He cared about who they were as
people created in the image of God.

He wanted to see they succeeded and
grow in all areas of their lives.
Jesus spoke words of hope,
promise, and a future into the lives of
women who often did not hear such
words.
Jesus’ interaction with women is
just one more time we see the

fulfillment of his words, “I have come
that they may have life, and have it to
the full.” John 10:10
Pastor Dan, Nancy Nicewonger,
George Fresolone, and Don Poole Jr.
will help us look at these encounters
Jesus had with women throughout the
Lenten season.

Sunday, Feb. 18

Scripture: Luke 7:36-50

A Woman Forgiven

Sunday, Feb. 25

Scripture: J ohn 2:1-11

Miracle at Cana

Sunday, March 4

Scripture: J ohn 8:1-11

Woman in compromising
situation

Sunday, March 11

Scripture: Mar k 5:21-43

A woman and little girl

Sunday, March 18

Scripture: J ohn 4:1-26

Woman at Well

Palm Sunday, March 25

Scripture: Luke 10:38-42

Mary & Martha

Easter Sunday, April 1

Scripture: J ohn 20:1-18

Women & tomb
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Following the
Stations of the Cross

Good
Friday

St. Patrick Church and First Baptist
Church of Kennett Square will again
coordinate on a Good Friday service.
The 7 p.m. service will be held March 30
and will feature the Stations of the Cross.
Traditionally, the service starts at one
church, and the attendees walk to the second
church while stopping for the different
stations.
Good Friday marks the day when Jesus
was crucified.

Mark your calendar
FBC will hold its annual youth Easter program and egg hunt on
Saturday, March 24. Watch the website and Weekly Connections for more
details on how to be a part of this fun and special program for children.

Join our caregiver group
Caregivers come in many different
shapes, sizes and from a wide variety
of experiences. Maybe you are walking with a loved one as they battle a
life-threatening illness.
No matter the journey, one truth
rings true — being a caregiver is hard

work. Our Caregiver Support Group,
which meets every second and fourth
Tuesday at First Baptist from 7-8 p.m.,
is a place where caregivers from many
different experiences can come
together and draw support from one
another.

Financials
Financial information for the
remainder of 2017 can be found in
the 2017 Annual Report, copies of
which are available electronically
and in the Welcome Center.

FBC online
www.ksqfbc.com
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Call to Worship now held bimonthly
The new year is a great time to start new habits and try
new things. In 2018 we have added add another night to our
midweek time of worship.
A Call to Worship now meets twice a month., from 7-8
p.m. on the second and fourth Wednesdays.
We are adding a time of teaching into these special
times together.
Nothing extremely heavy, just a few
moments to stop and think about how God is working in the
midst of our lives.
Our prayer is that God will use these times together to
help us take steps toward becoming more “mature
followers of Jesus.”
February’s song of the month will be “Haven of Rest.”
March’s song of the month will be “Man of Sorrows”
by Hillsong. It is off the group’s album, “Glorious Ruins,”
and was released in 2013.
All are welcome to this special time of worship.

Diaper drive benefits YoungMoms
Donate diapers this Lenten Season to help the YoungMoms
organization in our community.
First Baptist and J.A.M. Daycare will be collecting diapers and
monetary donations to benefit this group. Diapers in sizes 4 and 6 are
needed the most.
YoungMoms helps women 21 and under who are pregnant or
parents "build thriving futures for themselves and their families,"
according to the group's website (youngmomscommunity.com).
If you prefer to donate monetarily, checks can be made out to First
Baptist Church of Kennett Square — make sure to note in the memo
line that your gift is for YoungMom's Diaper Drive.
Or you can give online at www.simplechurchgiving.net/ksqfbc and
select option "D - YoungMoms" fund.
Donations will be collected through Easter Sunday, April 1.
We thank you for helping this all important organization of our
community!
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On the
move
First Baptist’s
basketball team started its season
Jan. 2 and takes to the court every
Tuesday.
The team plays five games in
February — including a doubleheader on Feb. 13 — and one on
March 6 before the playoffs begin.
All regular-season games are at Cornerstone Prebyterian Church, 109 Gypsy Hill Road, Landenberg.
Upcoming games include the following:

Feb. 13: vs. Gr ove at 8 p.m.
vs. Cornerstone Orange at 9 p.m.
Feb. 20: vs. CLC Black at 7 p.m.
Feb. 27: vs. Cor ner stone Or ange at 7 p.m.
March 6: vs. Power Place at 9 p.m.

A pancake breakfast to benefit First Baptist’s sports ministry — including the basketball team — will
be held Sunday, April 8 before Sunday School. The annual fundraiser helps offset league costs.
Look for more information soon.

Fellowship
luncheons
Ever joined us for a
fellowship luncheon? They are
held the second Sunday of each
month following the worship
service, with the exception of
the pancake breakfast. Please
bring a dish to share.
Feb. 11: Hosted by
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
March 11: Hosted by
George Fresolone’s Sunday
School class
April 8: Pancake
breakfast fundraiser hosted by
the basketball and softball
teams
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Serving the
community
In December J.A.M.
Christian Daycare had a few
opportunities to serve our
community, both locally and
worldwide.
We collected items for
Operation Christmas Child
that were shipped to children
in need around the world.
Operation Christmas
Child is part of the
Samaritan’s Purse
International Relief
organization.
We collected rice for
Kennett Area Community
Service to go along with the
church’s rice collection
efforts. We also collected
hats and gloves for children
in the Kennett Square area.

Christmas
showcase
J.A.M. Daycare’s annual Angel
Breakfast showcased the children as
they sang and shared some of what
they learned last year.
The Angel Breakfast is a special time of fellowship for the students and their families.
After the presentation in the Sanctuary, families were invited to share breakfast with their
children in Fellowship Hall.

Way to go!
Congratulations
to Ms. Maribel, who
earned her
associate’s degree in
early childhood
education.

Beautiful music
Music appreciation, taught by J.A.M. teacher Yesenia, is a
hit with children in the daycare.

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
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Tuning out the background noise
CONTINUED fr om Page 1

Until that day I am focused on
how I will live each day, cancer is
nothing but background noise.
I refuse to make decisions for
myself, my family, the church God
has called me to lead based upon
background noise.

will be chemotherapy treatments.
There will be nurse visits every
Thursday following chemotherapy.

I allowed to move front and center
and distract me from living well.
I suspect I am not alone in this.

On alternating Fridays I will meet
Each of us has some symphony
with my oncologist to talk about
of “background noise” clamoring for
future treatments.
our attention. The louder it plays the
more important or urgent we feel it
All of this activity will be little
more than “background noise” which must be.

will distract from living life well.
Our challenge is to find a good
Working together we will discern
Dan! How can you say this? It is set of those noise-cancelling
God’s invitation for the future and
those treatments which are giving you headphones and move forward
then go boldly toward it.
through life, paying little attention to
life.
the noise which serves only to disrupt
No, my source of life comes from and disturb us.
Extraneous distractions walking with Abba Father. I want to
Stage IV colon cancer is just the
put on a good set of noise-canceling
The dictionary offers a second
latest chorus of such “background
headphones so I can hear him more
definition, background noise:
noise in my life.”
“extraneous sound which can be heard clearly and eliminate all the
I refuse to let it define and shape
while listening to or monitoring other “background noise.”
how I live or what I do with my life.
sounds.”
There is much truth here as well.
As we go through life there are
these “extraneous sounds” which
intrude into the day.

Please pray I will be able to move
through whatever this journey holds
Here is my truth. I have moved focused on what is truly important.
through much of my life paying way Pray I will not be distracted by the
too much attention to the “background “background noise.”
noise.”
May God grant you the wisdom

The symphony plays on

I was sitting in my office when
the phone rang. It was one of the
When I sit down and think about to hear the “still small voice of God”
nurses from Penn Medicine calling to all the things which have consumed
amidst the “background noise” of life.
inform me that my insurance referrals my seasons of worry and anxiety, it is
God is Good All the Time…All
had run out, and I would need to reembarrassing.
the Time God is Good
new them before my next visit.
The vast majority of it was way
Extraneous noise distracting from beyond my control. I could not shape
what was truly important that day.
Grace & Peace,
nor direct the decisions or actions of
This month my schedule will
others. Circumstances, not of my
Pastor Dan
change significantly. Every other
making.
Monday morning and early afternoon
All of it “background noise” that

“But I will song of Your strength; I will sing aloud of Your steadfast love in the morning.
For You have been to me a fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress.”
— Psalm 59:16
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Equipping disciples
FBC’s Missions Team is spreading the
word about the America for Christ offering.
Donations can be received every Sunday in
February through Feb. 25. This year's theme is
"Equipping Disciples," and centers around the text of
Ephesians 4: 11-13.

According to the American
Baptist Home Mission Societies' Website,
the annual offering "entails supporting and
enabling highly motivated Christian
disciple-makers who are delivering the
Good News of Jesus Christ and producing
life-saving and life-giving change in
individuals and congregations across the United States and
Puerto Rico."

Cambodian missionaries discuss children’s program
The following is an e-mail
update from John and Debbie
Coats, two missionaries our
church supports.
Fritz and Linda came from
Illinois to help us with the Children’s
Program for the entire month of January.
Both are gifted in music. Fritz is a
great guitar player and Linda teaches
music for a living.
They are also very good teachers.
Linda is a trained elementary teacher.
Their task was to work with our
kids and our teachers and to teach
them how to sing better.
Our part of rural Cambodia has

very little tradition of singing and
music. There is singing at weddings
and funerals, but it is only done by a
few selected “professionals.”

taught them several beautiful worship
songs.

The kids responded well. They
are eager to learn to sing well. They
But for the general population,
loved the beautiful sounds and we saw
there is little or no singing at religious noticeable improvement in their
functions, schools, in families, and
singing abilities but more importantly
virtually every other context. Nor is
also an excited new interest in
there any teaching of music.
worship and praise. It is as if they just
Our kids worship and praise God realized that not only can worship be
at every one of our get-togethers but very beautiful but they themselves can
learn to sing beautifully.
they have had no training. It often
sounds just like they have had no
I believe this is an unprecedented
training, despite their enthusiasm.
opportunity to change the local culture
by introducing beautiful singing to be
Linda and Fritz taught the kids
associated with worship of the true
and teachers the very basics of
singing, starting with teaching them to God.
sing the basic musical scale and to
stay on pitch together. They also

John

ABCOPAD regional pastor to move to national post
A member of the regional pastoral
staff with American Baptist Churches
of Pennsylvania and Delaware has
moved to a national post.
The Rev. Dr. Kevin Walden,
regional pastor with pastoral leaders,
became the Associate General
Secretary for Congregational and
Pastoral Effectiveness with American
Baptist Churches USA.
“In this next journey with the

Office of the General Secretary, it is
my prayer that our friendships and
mutual support will remain strong and
grow stronger,” Walden wrote in a
letter sent to ABCOPAD members. “I
remain a strong advocate for healthy
and effective pastors and
congregations. I also remain a strong
advocate for the support of our
regional ministries.”
The Rev. Frank Frischkorn,
ABCOPAD’s regional executive

pastor, wrote how
influential Walden
has been.
“During these
years Kevin has been
a critical part of our regional staff team,
helping us to pioneer the development of
numerous ministry initiatives, not the
least of which was our Leadership
Learning Communities and the
Refirement Interim Ministry program,”
he wrote.
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February
Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings
Mondays through Saturdays: Noon, Mid-Day Miracles
Tuesdays: 8 p.m., Stair way to Ser enity
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Br andywine Young People Beginner s
Thursdays, 8 p.m., Thur sday Night Beginner s

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday
1

2

2 pm Red Cross
blood drive

6 pm Monte
Horeb

Saturday
3

5:30 pm KS
depression group
6 pm Monte
Horeb directors
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

4

5

Communion/
Deacon offering
9:45 am Sunday
School

6

7

8

9

10

6:30 pm M. Horeb

7 pm Youth group

7 pm Basketball

8 pm Al-Anon

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

8 a.m.
Men’s
breakfast

17

6:30 pm J.A.M.
legislative event
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

11 am worship
6 pm M. Horeb

11

12

13

14

15

16

Youth Sunday

1:30 pm Missions

Ash Wednesday

9:45 am Sunday
School

7 pm Elder/Deacon
meeting

6 pm Brownie
meeting

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

6:30 pm M. Horeb
7 pm Caregiver
group

11 am worship
Noon Annual
meeting, part 1

7 pm service
7 pm Youth group

7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

8 pm Al-Anon

8 pm Basketball
9 pm Basketball

Fellowship
luncheon
6 pm M. Horeb

18

19

20

21

22

23

First Sunday in
Lent

7 pm District 56
AA meeting

6:30 pm M. Horeb

1:30 pm Missions

6:30 pm Young
Dads

5:30 pm Wacky
Wednesday dinner

Noon Senior
luncheon

6 pm Monte
Horeb

7 pm Basketball

6:30 p.m. Wacky
Wednesday
Worship

9:45 am Sunday
School
11 am worship
6 pm Monte Horeb

7 pm Youth group
8 pm Al-Anon

27

28

America for Christ
offering

6 pm Brownie
meeting

9:45 am Sunday
School

6:30 pm M. Horeb

7 pm 4th
Wednesday Call to
Worship

25

26

11 am worship

7 pm Caregiver
group

6 pm Monte Horeb

7 pm Basketball

7 pm Youth group
8 pm Al-Anon

5:30 pm KS
depression group
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

24
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March
Tuesday

Monday

Sunday

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings
Mondays through Saturdays: Noon, Mid-Day Miracles
Tuesdays: 8 p.m., Stair way to Ser enity
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Br andywine Young People Beginner s
Thursdays, 8 p.m., Thur sday Night Beginner s

4

5

Third Sunday in
Lent
Communion/
Deacon offering

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday
1

2

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

Saturday
3

6 pm Monte
Horeb directors
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

6

7

8

9

10

6:30 pm M. Horeb

7 pm Youth group

9 pm Basketball

8 pm Al-Anon

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

8 a.m.
Men’s
breakfast

17

6:30 pm J.A.M.
legislative event
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

9:45 am Sunday
School
11 am worship
6 pm M. Horeb

11

12

13

14

15

16

Fourth Sunday in
Lent

1:30 pm Missions

6 pm Brownie
meeting

7 pm 2nd
Wednesday Call to
Worship

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

9:45 am Sunday
School

7 pm Elder/Deacon
meeting

11 am worship

6:30 pm M. Horeb
7 pm Caregiver
group

7 pm Youth group

7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

8 pm Al-Anon

Noon Fellowship
luncheon
6 pm M. Horeb

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Fifth Sunday in
Lent

7 pm District 56
AA meeting

6:30 pm M. Horeb

1:30 pm Missions

6:30 pm Young
Dads

5:30 pm Wacky
Wednesday dinner

5:30 pm KS
depression group

6 pm Monte
Horeb

Time TBA:
Easter Egg
hunt/
program

31

9:45 am Sunday
School

6:30 p.m. Wacky
Wednesday
Worship

11 am worship
6 pm Monte Horeb

7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

7 pm Youth group
8 pm Al-Anon

25
PALM SUNDAY
9:45 am Sunday
School
11 am worship
6 pm Monte Horeb

26

27

28

29

30

6 pm Brownie
meeting

7 pm 4th
Wednesday Call to
Worship

Noon Senior
luncheon

6 pm M. Horeb

6:30 pm M. Horeb
7 pm Caregiver
group

7 pm Youth group
8 pm Al-Anon

5:30 pm KS
depression group
7 pm Kacie’s
Cause

7 pm Combined
Good Friday
service
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Join us in celebrating these birthdays
Georgette Barlow
Feb. 2
Quinton Barlow
Feb. 7
Allyson Hallman
Feb. 9
Joe Rzucidlo
Feb. 9
Cassandra McDonald Feb. 12
George Bogle
Feb. 12
Denise Newsom
Feb. 12
Bill Miller
Feb. 13
Charissa Foster
Feb. 14
Tim McDonald
Feb. 14
Elaine Reasons
Feb. 17
Diana Freeman
Feb. 19
Nancy Bossert
Feb. 25
Jane Mellinger
Feb. 27
Linda Smith
Feb. 27
Margaret Jamison Feb. 28
Holly Hendershot March 1

Barbara Miller
Kenny Poole
Justin Rzucidlo
Ray Lundquist
Isaac Rose
Bill Bogle
Gary Gray
George Hostetler
Ray Albertson
Israel Allaband
Tanya Musser
Jayden Church
Judy Nicewonger
John Stansberry

March 1
March 2
March 2
March 3
March 10
March 14
March 16
March 16
March 21
March 24
March 25
March 26
March 30
March 30

If your birthday is not listed or is incorrect,
please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com

W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Nursery schedule
First Sunday of the month:
Jennifer Allaband and Ana Poole
Second Sunday of the month:
Jessica Sturgill and Becky Yackscoe
Third Sunday of the month:
Jackie Bogle and Rayann Nicewonger

Altar flowers
Sign up now to place flowers in the church on
Sundays in honor or memory of loved ones, in
celebration, or in remembrance. The cost is $30. There
are still plenty of spots available!

What’s your worship story?

If you have a special worship experience, we would
love to hear about it so we can share it with the church
Fifth Sunday of the month: Open
family. It’s part of being a community, sharing those
Those working in the nursery are responsible for
moments so we can learn from each other and grow in our
putting all the toys away, throwing out all the snacks, and faith. To share your worship experience, please contact
sweeping up all the crumbs.
Monica Fragale at 610-444-5320 or admin@ksqfbc.com.
Fourth Sunday of the month: Deb Gr ay

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

