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‘Sacred Conversations’ 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square 

New online giving capabilities, Page 4 

Reading through the Gospels we get to 

share in some of Jesus’ “sacred  

conversations.”   

We are “allowed” to listen in as Jesus 

talks to those who are mourning, grieving or 

struggling to find their place in this world.   

Jesus speaks and moves in ways that put 

people at ease and help bring about a sense of 

peace and comfort, even if his words are  

challenging. 

It is no secret that some of those same 

conversations that Jesus seemed to have so 
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Glen and Rita Chapman are no strangers to 

the kinds of “sacred conversations” we will be 

discussing in our next sermon series that begins 

with their visit to First Baptist on Sunday, Sept. 

10. 

The longtime American Baptist missionaries 

have spent decades in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo training rural pastors and their wives.  

No doubt that training has included how to 

put people at ease and how to walk and talk with 

people in need – the focus of the “Sacred  

Conversations” sermon series that runs for four 

Sundays at First Baptist. 

The Chapmans will join us Sept. 10 during 

the Sunday School hour to speak about their  

Chapmans to visit First Baptist this month 
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Peace conference slated for Oct. 7 
Life has a way of pressing 

in and pressing down upon us. 

Stress at work, responsibilities 

with family, church,  

other activities. Relationship 

“drama” or walking  

alongside a friend or loved one 

in their time of need. The 24-

hour news cycle and an almost 

constant barrage of competing 

ideas and agendas.  

We can end up addicted to 

the constant ping or ding as Facebook updates, Slack  

messages or emails scroll across our laptop, phones and 

now our watches! 

Is it no wonder that there are moments when we want 

to scream out, “Peace, just a moment of peace…where can 

I go to find peace?” 

If we are lucky enough to carve out that sacred space 

of quiet for ourselves it does not take long for people to 

find us and want something from us.  Just ask any mom 

how hard it is to find that quiet time. 

What are we to do?  How do we find peace in the 

midst of chaos? 

Join us SATURDAY, OCT. 7 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for 

answers provided by this unique day of workshops. 

        You can seek, and share peace by adjusting the 

way you view life.  Throughout the day we will help you 

explore how to weigh  

expectations and communicate 

with others. 

        You will be taught  

practical steps on how to  

navigate various phases of life 

from raising children, to  

becoming financially secure to 

grieving the loss of loved ones. 

        Diversity, workplace  

issues, church and community 

organizational life will be discussed as unique situations 

that may require a new approach due to their different 

|dynamics. 

        We will address the concerns that come with 

social media, a 24-hour news cycle, and other avenues of 

technological advance. You will be provided concrete  

ideas of how to find peace amidst the rapid changes in 

technology. 

      A wide variety of community leaders, as well as 

FBC speakers, will lead you through these issues and  

toward answers. Practical, ready-to-use ideas will be given 

so you will walk out the door at the end of the day on the 

pathway to finding peace. 

The conference runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and  

includes lunch. The cost is $15 per person or $25 for a  

dual registration. Advance registration is required. 

 To register, go to www.ksqfbc.com/peacemaking. 

FBC meets  
QR code 

Have you seen this 

picture of pixelated lines? 

It’s been appearing 

slowly around the church, 

on brochures, posters and 

other publicity items associated with 

the Oct. 7 peacemaking conference. 

To the naked eye, it looks like a 

mixed-up Etch-a-Sketch, a maze 

gone wrong. But add a smartphone 

with a QR reader app, and suddenly 

this picture — when viewed 

through that app — will take the 

smartphone user directly to the 

Web page for First Baptist’s 

one-day, one-of-a-kind  

peacemaking conference at 

www.ksqfbc.com/peacemaking.  

QR, or Quick Response, codes 

are matrix barcodes designed to be 

machine-readable, according to  

Wikipedia. FBC is using this  

particular QR code to spread the 

word about the conference, titled 

“Searching For Peace in a Chaotic 

World,” that will be held from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7. 

All the details of the conference 

are now available on the Website, 

including the schedule, workshops, 

speaker information, and registration 

links. 
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The past few months have seen a 

lot of work by our bylaw review  

committee.   

We have met multiple times to 

review our existing bylaws and to put 

together a proposal that reflects the 

way we have been doing ministry for 

the past few years.   

As we have sought to “live into” 

our one-board, team-based model for 

ministry, we have learned what works 

and we have seen some areas that 

needed to be addressed.  

Nothing is perfect, but I believe 

the bylaws we are bringing forward 

for your consideration truly reflect the 

reality of how we are doing ministry 

today while leaving room for us to 

grow and change in the future. 

The Elder / Deacon board is  

reviewing these proposed bylaws now.  

They will finish comment on them at 

our September meeting.   

Following that meeting we will 

share a timeline that will move us  

towards a vote to adopt (or reject) this 

proposal.   

Copies of the bylaws will be 

made available for your review, there 

will be times to comment, and we will 

vote on the proposal at our annual 

budget meeting in December. 

If you have any questions please 

talk with Pastor Dan or a member of 

the bylaw review team, which, besides 

Pastor Dan, also includes George 

Fresolone, Betty Gordon, Don Poole 

Jr., and Ken Smith. 

Board 
FBC bylaw review moves forward 

I have been “taking a break” from treatment since 

late December, early January.  

I go in for bloodwork every six weeks and body 

scans every three months.   

So far my oncologist is encouraged by what he sees.  

My CEA number remains low (1.8 at my last visit) and 

my scans are “unremarkable.”  

We praise God for this gift of a break from treatment 

and time that we get to spend together. With each good 

report it is easier to relax and move on with life.   

I (Dan) still find myself becoming tired easily and 

need to watch how much I do.   

I am finding it more important to strategize where 

and how I will invest my time and energy.   

It is exciting to watch how God provides exactly 

what is needed at just the right time.   

Thank you for the joy and privilege of walking 

alongside you all as we journey together. 

Pastor Dan 

Pastor’s health update 

Pastor Dan and Nancy participate in the Aug. 26 
Mini-Relay for Life at First Baptist. 

Photo by Jennifer Allaband 



 

 

 Connections Page 4 

FBC implements new online giving capabilities 

 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul teaches the church that 

giving should be both generous and prayerfully 

intentional: 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap  

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously. Each of you should give what you 

have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful  

giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 

that in all things at all times, having all that you 

need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Cor. 

9:6–8, NIV) 

 

In 2015, FBC implemented an online giving capability. The reason we did this was two-fold.  Online giving  

provides a tool to aid intentional scheduled giving through regular automatic electronic contributions.  In addition, we 

offer this service because it is how more and more people actually handle their personal finances. 

For example, less than 10 percent of all payments made by individuals are cash. According to a 2013 study by the 

Federal Reserve Bank, only 15 percent of individuals’ total non-cash payments are by paper check and 18 percent by 

ACH (e.g. online banking).  The remaining 66 percent of non-cash payments were made either by credit and debit 

cards or other equivalent (e.g. PayPal).  This trend continues to grow. 

 

In July, we changed over to a new online giving services which is both easier to use and offers additional  

capabilities. To system is managed by a highly secure commercial service (SimpleChurch Giving, by Ministry 

Brands).  Our church does not maintain any records of your bank account or credit/debit card numbers. 

The new system allows electronic giving (one time or scheduled) via your personal checking account.  It also 

supports electronic giving (one-time or scheduled) via Visa, MasterCard or Discovery debit or credit cards. (N.B. As 

good stewards, we recommend you do not go into debt to give to the church. Consequently, we hope you would avoid 

using credit cards if you do not pay off the contributed balance each month.) 

If you would like to take a trial run using the online giving system, simple go to the FBC church website and 

click on the “Give” button. Alternatively, you can enter the following address in your computer or phone browser: 

 

www.simplechurchgiving.net/ksqfbc 
 

If you want more information, please see the Online Giving brochure in the lobby. 
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Book discussion club to start in October 
“Joy is much bigger than  

happiness…while happiness is often 

seen as dependent on external  

circumstances, joy is not.” 

But how do we find it? 

A group to discuss “The Book of 

Joy,” written by the Dalai Lama and 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu (co-written 

by Doug Abrams) will begin meeting 

on Wednesday, Oct. 11 at First Baptist 

Church.  

Depending on the interest of the 

group, the discussions will continue for 

4-6 weeks.  

We will explore the nature of joy as expounded by 

these two great spiritual leaders – the one Christian, the 

other Buddhist. 

The discussion will be facilitated by Nick Everhart. 

Nick is a biologist, a former deacon at First 

Baptist Church, and has spent time at a  

Buddhist monastery. 

We will be joined by a group from 

the Kennett Friends Meeting who will add 

another spiritual perspective to the  

discussion. 

Please sign up in advance by contacting 

Nick at nickeverhart@verizon.net so that we 

will have an idea of how many people to  

expect.  

You will need to purchase a copy of 

“The Book of Joy” (Avery, New York, 2016; 

available from Amazon and at other book 

stores) and have begun reading the first few chapters  

before the first meeting.  

For additional information contact Monica Fragale 

(610-444-5320) or Nick Everhart (610-724-5703). 

http://bookofjoy.org/
http://bookofjoy.org/
https://www.fgcquaker.org/cloud/kennett-friends-meeting
mailto:nickeverhart@verizon.net


 

 

If you have a special worship experience, we would love to 

hear about it so we can share it with the church family. Each one 

of us has these special moments when we experience the power 

and presence of God at work in our lives. It’s part of being a com-

munity, sharing those moments so we can learn from each other 

and grow in our faith. To share your worship experience, please 

contact Monica Fragale at 610-444-5320 or admin@ksqfbc.com. 

What’s your worship story? 
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effortlessly are the very ones that scare us the most.   

What are we supposed to say to someone facing a life

-threatening illness? Are there any “right words” for 

someone who just lost a loved one?  

Is it better for us to acknowledge their struggle or to 

pretend as if nothing is wrong and all is right with the 

world? 

We have all wrestled with those questions.  Each one 

of us has felt the pain of saying something insensitive in 

the midst of someone’s struggle. The fear of “doing it 

wrong” has led us to be silent when we know we should 

say something. 

During this series we are going to look at some of 

Jesus’ interactions and see what we can learn from them. 

We are also going to have “sacred conversations” with 

people who have gone through seasons of illness,  

mourning and recovery.   

They will share with us what people did that was 

helpful, what they wish people had spoken and how we 

can walk better with people in need. 

This will be a great series as we think about growing 

as a community that reaches out and cares for the needs of 

others. 

Pastor Dan 

New sermon series looks at sacred conversations 
CONTINUED from Page 1 

Caregiver support group to start this month 
Caregivers come in many different shapes, sizes and from 

a wide variety of  experiences.   

No matter the  journey, one truth rings true — being a 

caregiver is hard work. 

Our Caregiver Support Group is a place where caregivers 

from many different experiences can come together and draw 

support from one another.  

It will meet from 7-8 p.m. each second and fourth  

Tuesday, starting in September.  

At First Baptist Church we rejoice in the truth that as we 

call out to God from the depths of our hearts, God is there to 

meet us.  

For more information call 610-444-5320. 

Volunteers are also needed to support the caregivers in the 

following ways:  

 To bake for the group meetings; 

 To send notes of encouragement to the caregivers; 

 To set up for meetings; 

 To provide transportation to doctors’ visits; and 

 To sit with the cared-for person and read, play a game, 

or watch a video together while the caregiver attends 

the support group meeting. 

If  interested in volunteering, please see Pastor Dan. 

Fall cleanup set 

The property team is looking for volunteers to 

help beautify the church inside and out during the 

semiannual cleanup.  

Fall cleanup will be held Saturday, Sept. 30. This 

will allow the property team to prepare the church in  

advance of the Oct. 7 peacemaking conference. 

Contact Tim McDonald for more details. 
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On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com 
  

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare 

Our mushroom house 
J.A.M. has a new addition on the playground. Using grant funds from The Mushroom Festival, a mushroom-shaped 

house was added in the infant area on the playground. It is the perfect size and height for the children crawling and 

learning to walk. Friends of the church helped Nancy assemble the house. 

Join Giant school rewards 

Giant food stores have a rewards program each 

year that benefits local schools.  

If you sign your card up to benefit J.A.M.  

Christian Daycare, we will receive a cash award at the 

end of the year. Based on your purchases, J.A.M. will 

receive points that will then be awarded as cash in the 

spring of 2018. 

If you need help signing up to benefit J.A.M., 

please see Cassandra McDonald or Nancy Nicewonger 

after church in September. If you have your Giant  

rewards number, we can help sign you up for the  

rewards program. Thank you for supporting the  

daycare. 

Giant A+ School Rewards- JAM Christian Daycare 

ID# 25759 

Trike-a-thon 

Children at 

J.A.M. Daycare  

participated in the 

St. Jude Trike-a-

Thon again this year. 

Money was 

raised to benefit St. 

Jude Children’s  

Research Hospital. 

J.A.M. has been 

holding Trike-a-

Thon events for 

many years.  

Teachers also use this chance to teach children about 

bike safety. 
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FBC Mini-Relay proves successful 
What an awesome day! Couldn't have asked for 

better weather for our mini-relay on Aug. 26.  

We had close to 100 people who came and  

supported our event.  

We had food, music, face painting, and balloons; 

opportunities to design luminaries to remember,  

support, honor and celebrate those whom cancer has 

touched; and a raffle and silent auction with all  

proceeds going to the American Cancer Society.  

We started off the relay with a survivor and  

caregiver lap.  Pastor Dan and Nancy Nicewonger, Bill 

and Barb Miller, Carol Newsom, and Amanda and 

Troy McDowell walked and were cheered on by the 

crowd, who then joined them in walking.  

At 7:30 p.m., the luminaries were lit and placed 

around the island garden with the cross. There was one 

last lap and a time of silence.  

Pastor Dan closed in prayer. I would like to thank 

all of my family and friends for their help, the  

merchants and friends who made donations for auction 

and raffle, the Praise Team for providing music, and 

most of all those who made the monetary donations 

totaling $2,275.  

It's not too late to donate — see me, and I will be 

happy to help you. 

Kathy Allaband 
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Shout-out to Vacation Bible School 

This year’s Vacation Bible School was held 
from July 30-Aug. 3 and introduced more 

than 40 children to the Maker Fun Factory.  
The participants played games, used their 

imaginations, and made new friends as they 
learned about how God created them and 

how He is present in their lives. 
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During VBS, youth collected 
cans of food for the Kennett 

Food Cupboard and put their 
donations in baskets  

decorated with pictures of 
their favorite VBS volunteers 

— Pastor Dan, Tim  
McDonald, Chris Goldberg, 
and Jill Nicastro. The prize 

was a pie-eating contest for 
the four volunteers (at right). 
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Two of the church’s Wednesday night  

programs resume this month, marking the return of 

“Wednesdays at FBC.” The third program is held 

year-round. 

Second Wednesdays feature “A Call to  

Worship and Prayer,” a mix of musical worship 

that celebrates God. It’s held at 7 p.m. each second 

Wednesday throughout the year. 

The Worship Team prepares the songs each month, 

encouraging voices over instrumentation. Songs you are 

likely to hear can be centuries old to those you might 

hear on the radio now. 

Third Wednesdays feature “Wacky Wednesday 

Worship,” which runs from September to April and 

now includes dinner prior to the youth-created and 

youth-led worship service each month. 

Dinner will be at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall and 

is open to families; donations will be accepted to help 

offset the costs of the dinners. The worship  

service, held in the Sanctuary, is for children ages  

4-12 (those kindergarten-age and younger must have a 

parent stay with them). Pre-registration is requested by 

going online at www.ksqfbc.com, calling the church, or 

sending an e-mail to admin@ksqfbc.com. 

Fourth Wednesdays feature “Quiet Waters,” 

which also runs from September to April. Held at 7 

p.m. in the Sanctuary, this event focuses on quiet, 

meditative worship. The goal is that we would learn 

what is means to “be still and know.” 

Wednesdays at FBC 
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experiences. The Missions Team 

will also sponsor a breakfast  

during that time.  

“There is never a dull  

moment when one is living in  

rural Africa,” Glen wrote in an  

e-mail. “We are able to touch so 

many lives in so many ways. 

Maybe the favorite part is being 

able to communicate effectively 

in a cross-cultural setting.” 

The Chapmans, who have 

been back in the United States 

since April, have been  

missionaries for three decades. 

Through International Ministries 

– the missions organization of  

American Baptists Churches – the 

couple spend four years in the 

Congo and return to the states for 

a year to visit the various  

churches that support them. 

“This year, we have also visited 

churches in Kansas, Washington 

State, Oregon, and California,” Glen 

said. “We are scheduled for  

debriefing at headquarters (of  

International Ministries, in Valley 

Forge) the week of Sept. 11, so I 

wanted to profit by my trip to the East 

by visiting Kennett Square. FBC has 

been supporting our ministry in  

Congo for many years.” 

After Kennett, the couple will 

head to Michigan to visit other 

churches, he added. 

The Congo has been familiar  

territory to the Chapmans, as both 

Glen and Rita grew up as “missionary 

kids” in that country. 

“We felt that with our knowledge 

of the language and the culture, we 

were best suited for ministry there,” 

Glen said. 

He added that he felt the call to 

missions while in the U.S. Army. He 

attended Fuller Theological Seminary 

in Pasadena, Calif. on the GI bill, also 

known as the Serviceman’s  

Readjustment Act, which helps pay 

for tuition for veterans. 

Over the last 20 years, as the 

Chapmans trained the pastors and 

their wives, they had a dream to build 

a university. 

“During this past term, we were 

asked to move the pastoral training 

program up to university level,” Glen 

said. “The pastoral school has become 

a university with majors in theology, 

agriculture science, and teacher  

training. 

“Over the years, we have had 

many diverse projects – audio-visual, 

lumber mill, forest conservation,  

animal conservation, river boat  

ministry, and pioneering evangelism 

with an ultra-light flying machine.” 

CONTINUED from Page 1 

Photo from International Ministries Website 

The university’s board of directors gather for a picture. 

Congolese missionaries to visit First Baptist 

firstbaptistkennettsquare.com 
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MISSIONS 

OGHS collections to help Harvey victims 
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 8/28/17)—American 

Baptists are urged to lift up those affected in both Texas 

and Louisiana by Hurricane Harvey, a Category 4 storm 

that made landfall Friday on the Texas coast.  

Bringing 130 mph winds and an unprecedented 

amount of torrential rainfall in some areas, the hurricane 

has resulted in flooding, power outages, downed trees and 

signs, major property damage, displaced residents, injuries 

and fatalities. 

“American Baptist 

Home Mission Societies 

[ABHMS] grieves with 

the rest of the nation at 

the relentless weather 

pounding the Houston 

region right now,” says 

ABHMS Executive  

Director Dr. Jeffrey  

Haggray. “Our disaster-

recovery office has been 

in communication with 

American Baptist 

Churches of the South 

since Friday, before the 

weather hit. 

“As soon as we receive damage  

assessments, we will consider how we 

can best assist on the long road to  

rebuilding homes, churches and lives, 

and then begin distributing relief 

grants,” Haggray continues. “In the 

meantime, let us all seek comfort in 

the words of the age-old hymn penned by 

Martin Luther: ‘A mighty fortress is our 

God, a bulwark never failing; our helper 

He, amid the flood of mortal ills  

prevailing.’” 

American Baptist Churches USA General Secretary 

the Rev. Dr. Lee B. Spitzer invites all congregations to 

donate generously to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

in response to the destruction caused by Hurricane Harvey 

in Texas and Louisiana. 

“American Baptists across the country are a generous  

people, and our hearts are grieved by the human suffering 

we have seen since the storm made landfall,” Spitzer says. 

“I ask that every church dedicate time this week to pray 

for the safety and well-being of all affected by the storm, 

and to express our love for them by giving sacrificially to 

One Great Hour of Sharing.” 

 

Donations designated to “OGHS-Hurricane  

Harvey” can be made the following ways: 

 

 Through First Baptist 

Church. Make checks  

payable to First Baptist 

Church and be sure to put 

“OGHS-Hurricane Harvey” 

in the note; or visit 

ksqfbc.com, select “Give,” 

“Quick Give,” and “OGHS – 

Hurricane Harvey Offering” 

to make a donation via credit 

card. 

 By visiting www.abc-

usa.org and clicking “Give 

Online” at the top right of the 

page. In the “Comments” section, type 

“OGHS-Hurricane Harvey.” 

 

One hundred percent of donations go 

to relief efforts; no dollars are  

retained for administrative costs. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing is  

administered by the World Relief Com-

mittee of the Board of General Ministries 

of American Baptist Churches USA. The 

committee facilitates American Baptist 

emergency relief, disaster rehabilitation, refugee work and 

development assistance by establishing policy guidelines 

and overseeing distribution of the annual One Great Hour 

of Sharing offering received by churches. 

 

(taken from http://www.abc-usa.org website) 

The annual One Great 
Hour of Sharing  

collection will begin at 
First Baptist in October. 

http://abcopad.org/News/www.abc-usa.org
http://abcopad.org/News/www.abc-usa.org
http://abc-oghs.org/
http://www.abc-usa.org/2017/08/28/american-baptists-urged-to-lift-up-those-affected-by-hurricane-harvey/
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I’m smiling as I begin to type this message to all of 

you. The sheer joy of connecting with you from so far 

away captivates me.   

I’m at my office at the New Life Center.  

The room is lit softly by a small lamp and the  

natural light of the sun buried deep in the clouds of rainy  

season.  

I can hear Tik and Alek, my co-workers, downstairs 

preparing lunch for the five of us who are here today.  

It has been nearly six months since I last wrote an 

update, and those months have surged by, one after  

another, like waves thundering and crashing on windy 

day at the seashore.  

The highlight of February and March was being 

asked to speak to local pastors and community leaders on 

the theology of gender equality.  

Speaking for forty minutes, in Thai, on such a serious 

issue, was a milestone in terms of language acquisition.  

Assume one hour of preparation for each minute, and 

you have an idea of how intensely I prepared. 

Those months were also spent preparing New Life 

Center for my two-month absence throughout April and 

May. I worked ahead on everything I possibly could.  

The original reason for my absence was an anti-

trafficking conference being held in the U.S., where I 

would represent the New Life Center and its work.  

Since I was making the long trip already, I asked to 

be given some time to visit churches and donors. I also 

took my vacation time to visit friends and family.  

During that eight weeks, I spoke in eight churches, 

had 35 face-to-face meetings with supporters, and slept in 

nine beds in five different states.  

It was wonderfully exhausting. I laughed (a lot), I 

cried (a lot), and I am still praising God for those  

precious, priceless moments, planned and unplanned. 

And now, I’m back! It feels good to be home in 

Thailand. There is a mountain of work to catch up on, and 

while I really am quite tired, I’m also feeling decidedly 

joyful.  

The upcoming year’s work is exciting and  

challenging. I’ll be overseeing two personnel for the first 

time ever.  

I’ll be writing grant reports and hosting teams, and 

staying in contact with all of you!  

New Life Center has over 65 residents this term, and 

over 200 scholarship students studying in vocational 

training programs or university. I am humbled and  

grateful to be part of it all!  

Thank you; thank you from the bottom of my heart – 

for your ongoing care and support. I truly would not 

be here if you weren’t there. Your faithfulness equips my 

obedience! 

With love, 

Jeni 

Jeni Pedzinski is a missionary in Thailand whom 

First Baptist supports financially. The following 

is a journal update she posted on the  

International Ministries Website 

(www.internationalministries.org) on June 13, 

2017. 

There and back again 

MISSIONS 

Picture from 
International 

Ministries 
Website 
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Ann and Bruce Borquist are missionaries through 

International Ministries in Brazil that are  

supported financially by First Baptist Church. The 

following is a journal entry posted on IM’s  

Website (www.internationalministries.org) on Aug. 

31, 2017. 

 

Spring, the season of renewal and new life, has nearly 

sprung south of the equator — the pohutukawa, camellias, 

and bougainvillea are starting to bloom, painting a canvas 

of color on every street.  

We presented a plaque from International Ministries 

congratulating Brazilian Baptists for 50 years of faithful 

ministry. We recently returned from a ministry trip to  

Brazil to commemorate the National Baptist Convention’s 

50th anniversary.  

After being away for two years, we were both struck 

by clear signs of renewal in the Convention and its  

churches – in spite of huge economic, social and political 

challenges. Here are some highlights, with a few more in 

the photo captions. 

 

Renewed for mission 

The birth of the National Baptist Convention 50 years 

ago as the result of disagreement over spiritual gifts left 

deep wounds in both the ‘mother’ and ‘daughter’  

conventions in Brazil.  

During the 50th anniversary celebrations, the  

President of the ‘mother’ denomination spoke passionately 

on the role of the local church in mission.  

Afterward, the leaders of the two denominations  

embraced and affirmed their commitment to work together 

to share the love of Jesus in Brazil! We were all deeply 

moved. 

 

Renewed commitment to higher education 

We were invited to speak on the relationship between 

higher education and spiritual maturity (a topic we thought 

wouldn’t be all that interesting). We touched on questions 

like why did God give us a brain and how can we  

encourage young people to get a good education so that 

they can shine the light of Christ in every workplace, 

whether as a carpenter, nurse, hairdresser, or teacher?  

The enthusiastic feedback we received surprised us, 

and gave us hope for the Convention’s future. 

 

Worship, fellowship and service renewed  

Both of our ‘home churches’ in Belo Horizonte and 

Brasília are thriving! They not only welcomed us back 

with warm Brazilian hugs, they each invited us to share 

what God is doing in and through God’s people in the 

Asia-Pacific region and what we are doing to strengthen 

and encourage conventions and churches. We saw many 

new faces in the worship services, and heard of new and 

expanding ministries in their communities.  

 

New Missionaries in Training 

What a joy it was to return to JAMI’s missionary 

training center to help train yet another batch of young 

women and men preparing to serve as cross-cultural and 

‘home’ missionaries!  

We taught a week long module in ‘The Missionary 

Life,’ and were impressed by their enthusiasm and  

dedication.  
 

With you in mission,  

Ann and Bruce  

Signs of renewal 
MISSIONS 

Picture from International 
Ministries Website 
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Fun day at First Baptist 
The annual Family 
Fun Day was held 
Aug. 5 after  
Vacation Bible 
School and featured 
face painting 
(examples shown at 
left), a sports 
bouncy house, and 
a puppet show 
(bottom left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Jennifer  
Allaband and Meghan 
McQuiston 
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Join us in celebrating these September birthdays 

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net 

Samantha Eaton  Sept. 3 

Richard Weer   Sept. 3 

Daisy Hendershot  Sept. 4 

Krystal McDonald  Sept. 7 

Fred Osborne   Sept. 7 

Sharon Chambers  Sept. 9 

Joyce George   Sept. 9 

Howard Jamison  Sept. 9 

Eric Lundquist  Sept. 9 

Dennis Mellinger  Sept. 9 

Andrea Sierra   Sept. 9 

Lisa Steinberger  Sept. 9 

Jean Tinder   Sept. 9 

Ann Metsis   Sept. 16 

Abby Rzucidlo  Sept. 16 

Sandy Lundquist  Sept. 18 

Lewis Taylor   Sept. 18 

Patrick Fresolone  Sept. 21 

Nick Everhart  Sept. 22 

Donald Poole Jr.  Sept. 29 

Charmaine Everhart Sept. 30 

 
 

 

If  your birthday is not listed, please call,  
see or e-mail Monica Fragale. 
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First Baptist is handicapped accessible    

First Baptist Church 

415 W. State St. 

Kennett Square, PA 19348 

FAX: 610-444-0480 

Pastor Daniel Nicewonger 

WEB SITE: www.ksqfbc.com 

W ORSHIP  S ERV ICE :  

11  A . M .  

S UNDAY  S CHOO L  F OR   

AL L  AGE S :  9 :45  A . M .  

B I B LE  S TUDY  T UES :  1 :30  P . M .  

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED :  7  P . M .  

Y OUTH  G R OUP  W ED :  7  P . M .  

J.A.M. Christian Daycare 

610-444-1795 

Nancy Nicewonger,  

Director  

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which  
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks  
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.  

at 610-444-1795. 

Nursery schedule 
First Sunday of the month:  

Jennifer Allaband and Ana Poole 

Second Sunday of the month:  

Jessica Sturgill and Becky Yackscoe 

Third Sunday of the month:  

Jackie Bogle and Rayann Nicewonger 

Fourth Sunday of the month: Deb Gray 

Fifth Sunday of the month: Open 

Those working in the nursery are responsible for  

putting all the toys away, throwing out all the snacks, and 

sweeping up all the crumbs. 

First Baptist joins Instagram 

First Baptist Church of Kennett Square is growing 

its social media reach with the addition of an Instagram 

page. To follow the church on Instagram, go to 

www.instagram.com/fbc_kennettsq/ 

 

Altar flowers 

Sign up now to place flowers in the church on  

Sundays in honor or memory of loved ones, in celebra-

tion, or in remembrance. The cost is $30. There are still 

plenty of spots available! 


