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Thanksgiving celebration, and the
world was moving on as if it had already happened.

A few weeks ago I was in stores
hunting ThanksgivBe still. Stop the rushing
ing decorations,
and all I could find from one thing to the next.
were pieces for a
Be still. Calm the emoChristmas celebrations that toss you about
tion.

and events.
We find ourselves feeling
rushed and
hurried.

I guess I will
have to purchase my
Thanksgiving decoraOne day quickly turns into anothtions the day after Hal- er, and we lose any sense of what was
loween this coming
or what will be.
year.
This pace is not sustainable.
like a small boat on the
Standing beTime marches on.
It will eventually wear us down
ocean’s mighty waves.
fore the aisles of
It stands still for no
until we fall sick or need to take a few
red, white and
one.
days rest to recover a sense of who we
green decorations, I was a little more
The world moves forward at this are.
than frustrated.
frantic pace and we are caught up in
Into this crazy world the Psalmist
We had yet to sit down for our
the whirlwind of appointments, tasks,
CONTINUED on Page 8

Weather
doesn’t rain
on J.A.M. fun
There’s always
plenty to do inside
— like play ball —
on rainy days. These
students at J.A.M.
Christian Daycare
pass the ball back
and forth on one
recent rainy
November day.
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One-Board journey continues forward
We continue to move forward in our journey towards formalizing a One Board system of leadership.
For the past year the Elder/Deacon board has met on a
regular basis and worked on ensuring the ministries of
FBC continue.
We have learned that much of our
ministry work can, and will, continue
with less meetings.

Board

We are able to get a lot of the
business done with smaller, shorter,
more strategic meetings.
The Missions Team has modeled
what it means to recruit people for
their team. Shirley Poole and the rest
of the team realized they needed some
additional help and recruited Sandy
Lundquist and Bill Miller to join them.

events like this in the future.
There is still more to be done as
we continue the journey toward
a One Board system of governance.

This is a perfect picture of what
we are hoping will happen.

We have seen what happens when we ask people for
short-term ministry commitments rather than long-term
(three-year) board commitments. People are ready and
willing to serve on ministry teams that have a clear focus
and time commitment.
A good picture of this is our yearly partnership with
Kennett Area Community Services to collect items for
their Christmas baskets. For the last two years a small
team of people have run that ministry and done so very
well.
We will be looking to partner with more service

On December 11th we will vote
on the Elder/Deacon board’s proposal that we continue to
move forward with the change process.
If the congregation votes to continue the journey forward 2017 will include fine tuning our Elder/Deacon
board, and working to develop our ministry teams.
We will also have a team of people reviewing our
bylaws. This team will present proposed revisions relating only to the governance structure and areas affected by
those changes.
It is an exciting time and I am thankful for everyone’s
patience as we move forward in the process.

Pastor Dan

Thank you
Pastor Dan, Nancy and Rayann want to say a big thank-you to the church family.
Your very generous and kind Christmas gift was much appreciated. This year has not been an easy one, but
your love and concern has made it much easier. We are all thankful for the opportunity to journey through life with
you all. It is fun to watch how God continues to be faithful in even the most difficult of times. We are eagerly waiting to see what God has for us all in the future. Again, thank you for your generosity and care.

Pastor Dan, Nancy & Rayann
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Rice collection ends this month
First Baptist Church has collected more than half its goal of rice to
benefit Kennett Area Community
Services.

nie Weiler wrote in a letter, noting
that last year’s collection helped 616
families.

First Baptist is also looking for volOur goal is to collect 400
unteers to help package the items for
pounds of rice — in 1-pound bags
distribution. Volunteers from the
— by Tuesday, Dec. 11. Church
church will help bag produce for the
members, J.A.M. staff and families,
baskets on Thursday, Dec. 15 from
and outside groups have been loading up the
NEEDED: 1-lb. noon to 3 p.m. A sign-up sheet will be in the
collection bins.
Welcome Center; you can also send an e-mail
bags of rice
to fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net if you would
by Dec. 11
The rice will be included in packages for
like to sign up. KACS is counting on volunfamilies in need, who will receive a turkey or
teers
from
across
the area to help prepare the items from 9
chicken and all the fixings for a Christmas dinner, accorda.m. to 1 p.m. Dec. 15, and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 16.
ing to KACS. Packages will also include toys and coats.
Families will be able to pick up the packages between 9
Rice can be dropped off in the Welcome Center any a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17 at the New Garden
time between now and Dec. 11.
Township Maintenance Building (8934 Gap-Newport
“Whatever you are able to donate brings us that much Road, Avondale).
closer to our goal of providing a brighter holiday for famiFor more information or questions on FBC’s colleclies in our community,” KACS Executive Director Mela- tion efforts, see Nick Everhart or Nancy Seldomridge.

New online calendar ready
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square is debuting an online
calendar of church events, meetings and more.
The new calendar is designed
to make it easier for church leaders, congregations, and visitors to
more easily see what’s happening
at FBC. It will also help streamline
certain administrative functions
such as scheduling and heat charts.
The calendar that appears in
this newsletter, on Page 8, is what
you will see when you check out
the site. The online version — which can be found at http://firstbaptistkennettsquare.view-events.com —
can be viewed by day, week or month.
It can also display meetings for groups, such as church leadership, Alcoholics Anonymous, Missions, J.A.M.
Christian Daycare, and outside groups, among others.
The calendar is through a Web-based program called My Church Events. When FBC’s new Web site is unveiled, the calendar will also be accessible through that.
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Countdown to Christmas continues at FBC
Saturday, Dec. 10: The final men’s
breakfast of 2016 will be held at 8
a.m. There will be food and fellowship. Sign up in the Welcome Center.
Sunday, Dec. 11: The Thir d Sunday
of Advent arrives. Sunday School for
all ages is at 9:45 a.m., with worship
at 11 a.m.
Pastor Dan will be preaching.
The focus will be on how Jesus
assured John that the Kingdom was on
the move by sharing what the Spirit
was doing in the midst of the people.
preaching. The focus will be on how
What would we point to today to
Joseph is an honorable man with good
show that God is alive, well and
intentions, and how God moves him
working in our world?\
along to a better plan for life with
How do we live as instruments of Mary and Jesus.
Kingdom transformation in the midst
Joseph sees how God’s plan,
of a hurting world?
while sometimes surprising and unexFollowing worship, the Christmas pected, is the best plan for our lives.
luncheon will be held. Also that day is
First Baptist’s annual meeting.
Saturday, Dec. 24: Our Chr istmas
Eve service at 7 p.m. will be a blend
Saturday, Dec. 17: Par ents can
of our usual 7 and 11 p.m. services.
drop their children off between 11
We will hear from our children as
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. for a Kids’ Christthey
share some of what they have
mas Shop. Sign up in the Welcome
learned in Sunday School this past
Center.
year.

There will be a time to share the
ways God has blessed us this past
year. Pastor will offer a short meditation.
The service will close with the
lighting of candles and singing “Silent
Night.”
You won’t want to miss this special service.
Sunday, Dec. 25: Wishing our Fir st
Baptist family and friends a very Merry Christmas! There will be no Sunday School today.
Worship will be at 11 a.m., and
Pastor Dan will be preaching.

As a community, we will lift our
Christmas Sunday will be a speSunday, Dec. 18: It’s the Fourth Sunvoices in song to share some of the
cial time of worship at FBC. We will
day of Advent. Worship is at 11 a.m.,
great carols of the season, starting
celebrate with some of the great
and Sunday School is at 9:45 a.m.
with “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Christmas hymns of the faith.
Nancy Nicewonger will be

FBC on YouTube

http://bit.ly/2bJbbck

Catch up on worship services, Second Wednesdays, and more.
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Classrooms full of fun, learning aid J.A.M. in mission
JAM has had a busy year during 2016. As December comes around, it is amazing to see what God
has done in our center.
We continue to have a loyal, caring staff that
works with our children. We now have 13 teachers
that work with our director.
Two of those teachers were hired in 2016. Over
half of the staff has been here two years or more.
Five teachers are currently enrolled in college courses.
Cassandra is now working with the director in
the office to help with an increased enrollment.
Currently, we provide care for 34 children coming
from 27 families. 10 of those families started with JAM
during 2016.
Our classrooms are full of fun and learning. When
you walk down the hallway, you hear the joy of children

being shown the love of God.
A goal of JAM is to set children up for success in
Kindergarten and throughout their years of education.
In June, we recognized this year’s graduates as they
prepared to leave JAM to go to school. Recently,
a parent of one of those children got in touch with
Nancy to report on her child’s progress in kindergarten.
The parent wrote, “I had a teacher conference today- [my child] ranked very high in all her
testing…I just wanted to say thank you, I truly
believe JAM is [responsible] for that. Her teacher
also said she is one of the most helpful and respectful students that she teaches. Just wanted to
say thank you.”
It is wonderful to see how we are impacting
families in a positive way.
By opening our doors through our daycare,
the church is ministering to our community in one
more way. Thank you for your support of our program.

On the Web:
www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
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Join us in celebrating these December birthdays
Ken Smith
Don Poole III
George Plumley IV
Laura Mellinger McBride
Baron LeGault
Jo Osborne
Miriam Arden
Alex Funari
Dorothy Seldomridge
Kellie Fresolone
Andrew Nicastro
Marion Guest
Terry Schreep

12/1
12/3
12/4
12/4
12/10
12/16
12/19
12/19
12/19
12/23
12/27
12/28
12/30

If your birthday is not listed, please call, see or
e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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Missionary describes migration into Mexico
The following is an excerpt from an online article church life and ministry among the Baptist churches in
on the International Ministries Website about Tim Baja California, Mexico—from one centered largely on
Long, one of the missionaries that FBC supports. the local congregation to a serious and meaningful effort
Tim Long is an IM missionary who has worked on
the Mexico-U.S. border for over 20 years. He reports
that, since early October of 2016, migration into Mexico
has accelerated at an astonishing pace.
Long explains that, after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, many Haitian people “migrated to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in order to help construct the World Cup and Olympic facilities. With the Olympics in Brazil over, these and
other migrant workers from neighboring South American
countries, including families with young children, have
been traveling through South and Central America and
into Mexico on their way to seek asylum in the U.S. We
hear that 15,000 people have already arrived and 30,000
are on their way, presenting a humanitarian crisis in
Mexico.”
Long describes the amazing response of Mexican
Baptist churches as they began to see these migrant
workers entering their cities and neighborhoods:
“We are witnessing something beautiful today in Tijuana: a church intent on being a blessing to the nations.
Over the past decade we have seen a gradual refocus of

to be about God's mission. Churches have become more
and more engaged in our barrios and communities, serving the most vulnerable of those in our midst.”

Long reached out to American Baptist World Relief
Officer Lisa Rothenberger and requested a One Great
Hour of Sharing grant to help churches in Tijuana provide
for the needs of the nearly 300 asylum seekers who were
already being housed, fed and served.
Five churches are leading the way in providing shelter to asylum seekers’ families, while others are helping to
provide food.
A $10,000 initial grant from OGHS was given to help
these churches provide improved shelter and bathroom
facilities, mattresses and propane for cooking.
The need continues to grow as more Haitians arrive.
Mexican Baptists are expanding their efforts—while also
serving as catalysts for an even greater response as they
inspire their neighbors and government officials to assist
in the effort.
OGHS is administered by the World Relief Committee
of the Board of General Ministries of American Baptist
Churches USA.

Learn to be still during the holidays, listen to God’s voice
CONTINUED from Page 1
speaks, “Be Still and Know that I Am God.”
Be still. Stop the rushing from one thing to the next.
Be still. Calm the emotions that toss you about like a
small boat on the ocean’s mighty waves.
Be still. Learn to carve out time for prayer and meditation.
Be still. Don’t let the world’s agenda become your
agenda. Allow the “Still small voice of God” to guide and
direct your steps.

Be still and know Abba Father and his abounding
love for you.
My prayer for you this Advent Season is that you
would have times of stillness. I pray God would grant you
times of quiet when you come to know the peace that
passes all understanding.
In the midst of holiday chaos may the peace of Abba
Father fall upon you bringing healing and hope for the future.

Pastor Dan

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

MLK CommUNITY
breakfast set

Join us for
caroling at
Friends Home

First Baptist Church is planning to get a table at the annual
MLK CommUNITY Day breakfast.

On Wednesday,
Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m.,
members of the Praise
Team and the Youth
Group will sing Christmas carols at the
Friends Home.

If you are interested in joining the sing-a-long, meet at the church at 6:15
p.m. or meet us at the Linden Hall entrance of Friends Home between 6:15 and
6:30 p.m.

The breakfast will be held
Jan. 16, 2017 at the Red Clay
Room. If interested in joining
FBC’s table, please contact Monica at 610-444-5320 or e-mail
fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net.
More information about the MLK
CommUNITY Day Breakfast can
be found at
www.mlkcommunity.org.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

