September 2016

Mark your calendars for Rally Sunday

CONNECTIONS
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

New life is everywhere
Big yellow buses are out on the
roads once again as a new school year
gets underway. The Mushroom Festival is less than a week away.
All serve as signs that summer
has come and gone.

Good things are happening
in our midst. Sometimes they
are hard to see because we
get caught up in the details of
what is yet to be done.

The changing colors of fall are
not too far in the future.
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The senior luncheon continues to
FBC and there are signs of life every- be a strong and vibrant ministry of
I love fall; it is one of my favor- where I look.
FBC. I have enjoyed sharing with
ite seasons. There is something about
This summer our Vacation Bible them and getting to see how God is at
the smell of the air and crisp mornSchool program was a huge success. work in their lives.
ings that breathe a sense of life into
We had a great opportunity to share
Our Property Team has been very
me.
of God’s love with a number of kids hard at work taking care of our faciliI have been watching life here at from our community.

CONTINUED on Page 9

Sunday sermons available on YouTube
By Dr. Christopher Wells
Deacon of Worship

Did you know First Baptist has a channel on
YouTube?
That's right, you can view videos of Sunday worship
services (including Pastor's message) as well as recordings
of our worship team here:
http://bit.ly/2bJbbck
You might be asking yourself the question, "Why?"
After all, we are a small church in a small community. It is perfectly reasonable to wonder if the meager
things we do week-to-week are worth posting for the
whole world to see.

Pastor and I have wrestled with this question and,
from my point of view, there are compelling reasons for
us to show the world what God is doing in this place.
CONTINUED on Page 8

Screenshot from a worship
service on FBC’s
YouTube channel
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Junior church to return
Sunday, Sept. 11 will feature the return of Junior
Church during the weekly worship service. It’s for ages 4
through fourth grade.
“It gives them lessons on their level,” said Barbara Miller, one of the Junior Church teachers.

Sept. 11

September’s theme will be the Book of Ruth and will
include Bible lessons, stories, and activities.
For more information on Junior Church, contact Miller, Donna Jo Poole or Rachel Wells.

Mark your calendars for Rally Sunday
Rally Sunday for Sunday School Paul Freeman, Jill Nicastro, Kathy
will be held Sunday, Sept. 18.
Allaband, Nancy Nicewonger, Linda
Smith, and Jacie Bogle. We also honOn this day, Sunday School
teachers will be honored with a conti- or our youth leaders, Tim and Cassandra McDonald, Bob Thomas Jr.,
nental breakfast prior to Sunday
and Jill Nicastro; our junior church
School. Teachers to be honored include Marcia Burton, George Freso- teachers, Barbara Miller, Rachel
Wells, and Donna Jo Poole; and
lone, Don Poole Jr., Martha Dunn,

Sept. 18

Shirley Poole for keeping our attendance books up-to-date.
April Allaband-Faber will advance to the kindergarten-fifth grade
class, and Matthew McDonald will
advance to the junior-senior high
class.

Brownie Troop 4424 to begin meeting at First Baptist
Beginning this month, First Baptist Church will welcome a local Girl
Scout troop that will hold its biweekly
meetings here.
Brownie Troop 4424 comprises
second-graders from Greenwood and
Bancroft elementary schools. Many of
the girls are in their third year of
scouting.
The troop, led by FBC Administrative Assistant Monica Fragale, has
in the past adopted a family for ChristState Rep. Stephen Barrar, standing, presented Troop 4424 with a Pennsylmas, learned about different cultures,
vania and an American flag for the girls to use in meetings and ceremonies.
practiced being responsible members
of their community, sold cookies and representative, and gone camping.
will participate in things like the holilearned about finances, learned about
The troop will meet on the second day food collection drive that First
fire safety, met a Pennsylvania state
and fourth Tuesdays of the month and Baptist will hold later this year.
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Aiming high
After achieving a STAR 3 rating in June, J.A.M. Christian Daycare staff is working toward moving to STAR 4 this fall.
Recent improvements involve purchase
of a new curriculum and assessment program.
Teachers are required to have
more hours of training during each
year, and teachers scored a high
level on the Environmental Rating
Scales.

Children in the infant room love learning by playing.

All in all, our time in the Stars program has seen our center rise to a high level of care. We are seeing the benefits as we see the children grow and embrace the many learning opportunities.

J.A.M. teachers become students themselves
Several teachers are becoming students in order to
offer the highest quality of care to our children.
Two teachers are continuing in early education programs. One is working toward an Associate’s Degree and
one is in a graduate program aiming for teacher certification.
Three teachers have recently enrolled in classes, also
working toward an associate’s degree.
While this will be a lot of work, we are excited to see
how J.A.M. will grow and benefit from the knowledge
gained in these classes.

On the Web: www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook: www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
One preschool opening available
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What our trip to Roatan meant to me…
By Nancy Nicewonger
This summer saw me head to
Roatan for the first time. The first
time to visit a place I knew well.
I had seen this island for years
through the eyes of my family. Dan
had traveled here with each of our
children over the past six years.

Arriving in Roatan is a glimpse at
the beauty of the island. After passing
through customs, I was greeted by
some of the boys Dan and Rayann
know.
“Hi, Miss Nancy.”
They then explained that they
recognized me from Facebook.

I had never understood the connection to the Roatan friends that kept
Dan and Rayann on the phone with
them year-round, but before we left
the airport, I became part of the
When Dan became sick at the
beginning of May, he quickly deemed group.
the trip to Roatan would go on.
The first few days I struggled
This was the first time I was going with them. It was a special year
that ended up changing course.

with my personal issues.

from our home life but that rest had
been much needed.
Roatan is a place that highlights
the haves and have-nots of people living in community together.
Some of the homes are affluent,
and resorts abound for those on vacation. Down the street may be people
who need food and basic necessities.
When visiting schools, we gave
out flip flops, coloring books and
toothbrushes. The toothbrushes and
flip flops were taken with as much
excitement as the bubbles and candy.
I saw a new value in flip-flops
sold at Wal-Mart for $1. Each pair
made a big difference in the life of a
child.

I confirmed our place (mine and
Rayann’s) on the trip while Dan was
I was emotional because I exin the hospital still. I had mixed feel- pected to share this experience with
ings about leaving him but got myself Dan.
As I was sitting on the ground
on the plane.
At the end, I felt somewhat guilty painting a school wall, I almost put
my hand in a pile of glass.
That is where feelings started to as I realized the trip had given me
CONTINUED on Page 10
change.
time to rest and restore myself away

Kacie’s Cause marks Overdose Awareness Day
On Aug. 31 about 60 people gathered for a candlelight vigil to mark International Overdose Awareness Day.
International Overdose Awareness Day “aims to
raise awareness and reduce the stigma of a drugrelated death,” according to the IOAD Web site.
Kacie’s Cause support group meets weekly here
at FBC and provides support for the friends and family of those who are struggling with drug addiction.
The support group meets Thursday nights at
First Baptist from 7-9 p.m.

For more information about Kacie’s Cause, go
The group planted a tree in the church’s playground
online at www.kaciescause.com.
to commemorate International Overdose Awareness Day.
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Kennon to visit First Baptist Church on Oct. 2
Sunday, Oct. 2 will be a
special day for our church.

church they are working
to plant in Peoria, AZ.

church where people make a Godsized impact in their world for Christ.

We will welcome back
Jim Kennon! Jim served as
pastor from August 1991 to
April 2006.

The church's mission is to help people encounter Jesus so he can
change their eternity, reveal their identity, and
transform them through
community.

Be sure to join us for this special
day. There will be a time of fellowship following morning worship so
you can have more time to spend with
Jim and hear about this exciting new
work God has led him to be a part of.

Jim and his ministry
partner Bryan Hitch will be
sharing about Vistancia
Community Church, a new

Oct. 2

We're excited to be a

Pastor Dan

VBS donations to Good Neighbors go a long way
The following was written Aug. 30
on a blog for Good Neighbors
Home Repair and shared with First
Baptist through Facebook. We are
reprinting the blog in full.

By Harold Naylor
Executive Director
Good Neighbors Home Repair
This is a picture of the first gift
that I have received for Good Neighbors since I became the new Executive Director.

the hard work and dedication of 42
children who want to serve.
Similarly, we held our annual
summer Youth Camp (in August)
where 42 high school students plus
another 30 adults performed major
repairs to three homes.

These students gave the gifts of
time and talent to low-income home
I was honored to receive this genowners in Southern Chester County.
erous gift from one of the many local
Not only do these youth give
churches who support the work we do
their gifts, they do it with the joy that
in the community.
comes when we are doing the Lord's
First Baptist Church of Kennett
will, helping the widows, orphans and
Square held their Vacation Bible
others in need.
School this week.
I am so grateful to God for bringThe leaders chose our ministry to
ing me to this great organization that
be the recipient of the students' contriplows vast Kingdom resources into
butions which they earned by doing
rebuilding homes and restoring hope
chores around their houses.
to people who may have given up.
This week we were blessed with

It has been said that Good Neighbors Home Repair Ministry creates
a win-win-win: the home owners
with a repaired home, the volunteers
who give back to the less fortunate,
and the ministry itself as we are
able to mobilize others and do even
more repairs year after year.
Lastly, I challenged the VBS
boys and girls to join other teens in a
few years to help repair homes in
their neighborhoods.
That's a good message for each
of us, too. What have we been given
that can be used to provide relief to
one of our neighbors?
Whether you do it through Good
Neighbors Home Repair or on your
own, you are giving a cup of cool water to person who is thirsty.
Because of folks like you, there
is a $3 impact for every dollar that is
contributed. This leverage occurs because of volunteers and many other
donations.
Thank you for your prayers and
other support.
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September 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
Recurring meetings

2
 Monte

AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., MondaySaturday

Fri

Horeb 6-8 pm
FH

3

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday
Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays

4

Communion &
Deacon offering

 Sunday School 9:45
 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

5

6

LABOR DAY
Daycare and
church
office closed

 PRC 6:30

7

8

Al-Anon 8-9pm

p.m.

9

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

 Sunday School 9:45
 Worship 11 am
 MH 6-8:30pm Sanct;

12

 Monte

Horeb — 68:30pm FH

18
 Sunday School 9:45
 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

13

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

 Deacons/

 Girl Scout

19

20

 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

6-8:30pm Sanct

21
Al-Anon 89pm

 AA District 56

meeting 7-9:30
pm FH

16
 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

22
Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

23

24

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

 Monte
Horeb anniversary in FH 2-10
p.m.

 NGA

meeting

26

27
 Girl Scout

meeting CE
classroom 6-7:30
p.m.

17

Constitution
Day and
Citizenship Day

meeting CE
classroom 67:30 p.m.

 RALLY SUNDAY

 Sunday School 9:45

15

Al-Anon 8-9pm

6-8:30pm Sanct

25

14

p.m.

MUSHROOM
FESTIVAL

 Men’s
breakfast 8
a.m.
MUSHROOM
FESTIVAL

 Missions 1:30

Elders 7 p.m.

 ChesCo
Pennscypace
Bid Committee meeting
1-4 pm FH

10

6-8:30pm Sanct.

11

Sat

28

Al-Anon 8-9pm

29

 Senior

lunch at noon
Candlelight vigil
for Kacie’s
Cause, 7:308:30pm, outside

30
 Monte Horeb

— 6-8:30pm FH
Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm
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Join us in celebrating these September birthdays
Robert Weer
Fred Osborne
Krystal McDonald
Sharon Chambers
Dennis Mellinger
Margaret Jamison
Ray Albertson
Diane Albertson
Suzanne Lundquist
Lewis Taylor
Patrick Fresolone
Nick Everhart
Donald Poole Jr.
Charmaine Everhart

Sept. 3
Sept. 7
Sept. 7
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 9
Sept. 18
Sept. 18
Sept. 21
Sept. 22
Sept. 29
Sept. 30

If your birthday is not
listed, please call, see or
e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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YouTube channel provides more than viewing experience
CONTINUED from Page 1

First, while we are small, the burdens we carry and the struggles we
face are found all over the world.
Take, as a very prominent example, Pastor's struggle with cancer. I
have shared our YouTube channel
with my parents. My mother fought
and the Lord delivered her from breast
cancer a few years ago.
Pastor's messages and our worship have a different, special meaning
for her, because of the road she has
walked (and continues to walk with
tament book recently I urge you to sit
ongoing maintenance treatment).
down and do so.
We all have examples like this in
This book is all about God delivour lives.
ering, in BIG ways, on promises He
Second, thoughtful review of the has made to His people.
recordings we have made helps us imIn the midst of this book, as God
prove our worship service.
is showing Zechariah the state of JeruOne of the pillars of our Theolo- salem and the plan for a restored and
glorious temple, He says to those who
gy of Worship is that “Worship is
work.” We worship a living and dy- might have a hard time believing the
namic God, so we are always trying to big plans: “Who dares despise the day
get better at what we do to honor Him. of small things…?” (Zechariah 4:10)
If I might para-phrase this, “Do
Having a record of where we
have been gives firm footing as we try not let yourself be discouraged because of our meager state right now. I
to decide where we are going.
am the LORD and I see BIG THINGS
In fact, though we only have a
COMING.”
half-dozen recordings posted, we have
Take a peek at our channel and if
already made subtle changes to the
you
have
ideas or suggestions or quesway we worship.
tions of any kind, please reach out to
Finally, I have been inspired lateme.
ly by God’s work in the lives of His
I would relish the opportunity to
people in the Book of Zechariah.
talk with you about this ministry. I
If you have not read this Old Tesfirmly believe that big things are com-

FBC on YouTube

Currently on First Baptist’s
YouTube channel


Aug. 28, 2016 worship service



July 17, 2016 worship service



“Employing our gifts to meet
the needs of individuals …”



Genesis 3:27: “Guilt, Shame
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ”



“We Wait On You”



“He Reigns” from the second
Wednesday Call to Worship
and Prayer

Check the channel to see what else
has been added.
ing for First Baptist and our small
community as God continues His
work through us, both here and wherever the internet takes His voice.

http://bit.ly/2bJbbck
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New life, growth accompanies change of season at FBC
Brownie Troop meeting at
FBC. Last Sunday we had 16
visitors in church! Five of
them came with family but the
other eleven were all first or
second time visitors.

CONTINUED from Page 1

ty. They have done much work
on the 409 State Street house
and are near completion of renovating the men’s bathroom in
the C.E. building.

All of this is happening
before Rally Day!

Our worship on Sunday
mornings has been vibrant and
life giving. It is exciting to
watch our young people take
leadership roles in worship.
Our finances, while not perfect, are
better than this time last year and are
showing signs of improvement.

Good things are happening in our midst. Sometimes
they are hard to see because
we get caught up in the details
Worship and Prayer are truly amazing
times of God’s Spirit leading us deep- of what is yet to be done. Let me encourage you to continue to pray for
er into relationship with Him.
our fellowship. Pray God would grant
Just
last
night
I
attended
the
canThere is a very real possibility
us clarity of vision and give us a
dlelight vigil Kacie’s Cause held at
that we could end this year in the
strength to move toward where God is
FBC.
It
was
a
great
example
of
our
black! J.A.M. Daycare is near capaccalling us.
church
making
itself
available
to
serve
ity and has shown us the path toward
Great things are happening in our
renewal and transformation. In short the greater community.
midst…who knows where God will
order they have demonstrated that reOur Sunday services are now
lead us by the time the leaves fall and
newal is possible and are contributing available for people to watch on
the snow starts to fly.
to the vitality of FBC both financially YouTube! (more on that later in the
and in other ways.
newsletter)
Pastor Dan
The Second Wednesday times of

Starting this fall there will be a

Calling all poets
and songwriters
Our worship team is looking to work with
you to write original praise music, hymns,
chants, i.e. any and all musical forms
of worship.
If interested or just curious, please
contact Christopher Wells by e-mail
at physicistintheory@gmail.com.
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Roatan trip becomes what God wanted them to take
CONTINUED from Page 4

When I found out our group conPriorities are different in a place sisted of one other adult, Ryan, and
where basic needs are harder to come then teenagers, I wasn’t excited.
by. We provided two ceiling fans for
I thought I would be babysitting.
that same school to give the small
Instead, I learned a lot from each
children some help in the heat.
of them.
Things we take for granted are
Maria and Jessie had brought
out of the reach in many of these
bags of materials to hand out. They
communities.
must have collected for a long time.
At another school, I engaged one
They have a heart for this mission that
of the teachers in a conversation about goes far beyond one week.
her school, and she showed me
Rayann and Cordell
around her classroom.
I saw a new value in were always willing to
This community had
work hard and were
flip-flops sold at
two classrooms. One for
Wal-Mart for $1. open and honest with
younger children and then
everyone they met.
Each pair made a
one for grades one to six.
And they loved riding
There are a lot of sim- big difference in the in the back of the
life of a child.
ilarities to how we teach
pickup I drove.
here and, again, some glarOther things I will always reing differences. This school got elec- member include:
tricity three years ago because of a
 Driving up and down the envolunteer group.
tire island and learning not to
One of the best parts of my expelook at the edge of the road
rience was building relationships,
where there could be a very
both with those from Roatan and
steep drop-off.
those in our mission’s group.
 Finding iguanas hiding on the
When I found out, to my despair,
side of the cliff.
that I would be driving the truck
 Showing children how to
around during our travel, I was given
blow bubbles and then watchNidia to give me directions.
ing them chase the bubbles
Nidia has spent her life in Roatan
across the yard.
and helps our group coordinate our
 Taking a boat ride along the
travels. I had many opportunities to
island.
talk to her and hear about her life.
When I realized that our path was
blocked by a huge palm tree that had
fallen over the road, she told me to
drive through the (small) hole they
had cut out. Crazy for me, but part of
normal life for her.





Watching families flock to a
church early in the morning
when a hot breakfast was being served.



Seeing children in Honduras
interact and respond to games
just like children here. Seeing
that God created all children,
and loves them all.



Watching Rayann and Maria
tutor Jervis so that he might
pass his math test for promotion to the next grade.

This was not the trip I expected
when we agreed to go at the beginning of the year.
This, however, was the trip God
allowed me to take.
We traveled far and wide to minister to the people in Roatan, meeting
their physical needs while showing
them the love of God.
At the same time, though, God
allowed the people in our group and
then new friends I met to minister to
me.
They allowed me to rest and revive. They allowed me to see God’s
hand at work in my life.

I greatly appreciate those who
helped us pay for this trip and the
prayers that followed us.
We were an encouragement to
the people we met in Roatan. Those
who helped us make the trip possible
were a great encouragement to me.

Sharing with Ronny Russell,
the founder of Live Again
Ministries and close friend to
Now, as our family talks about
Dan, about our current perRoatan, I understand their love. And
sonal journey. Being able to one day, I still hope to go with Dan
be open and honest even
and share this special place together.
when it isn’t pleasant.
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORTING SUMMARY
Year to Date Through July 2016
2016

July
GENERAL OPERATING FUND
Contributed Income:

2015

YTD

July

YTD

14,448

102,090

15,622

98,066

All other Income:

1,294

19,003

310

5,912

Total GF Income:

15,742

121,093

15,932

Total GF Expenses:

15,447

103,978

15,670

296

261

BUILDING FUND
Contributed Income:

2,973

26,912

5,011

24,813

All Other Income (e.g. Rental):

2,916

24,968

1,093

16,672

*Non-Mortgage Expenses: Actual BF Expenses:

GENERAL COMMENTS
Finances continued to improve in July for both General and Building Funds. God is good!
A. GENERAL FUND NOTES
YTD Income through July is up over 2015.
Of the $17,115 improvement, $12,000 is from a one-time bequest.
It should also be noted that Month-to-date receipts are down in August
YTD Expenses are $5993 lower (better) than 2015 and ($13,484) lower (better) than budget.
While improved over 2015, we continue to run a deficit year-to-date.
B. BUILDING FUND NOTES
Non-Mortgage Expenses are from financial statement, less Mortgage interest.
The building fund income is $10,335 ahead of 2015 due in part by parsonage incomeand in part by contributions by JAM.
Contributed income is slightly ahead (better than) 2015.
YTD BF non-mortgage expense comparison is skewed this month because of timingfor property insurance and taxes.
Overall, YTD expenses are running around $2000 higher than 2015, with significant additional costsforthcoming from masonry
work on sanctuary, new A/C units for Church and State Street rental.
“From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing
after another.”
(John 1:16, NLT)

Respectfully submitted,
Ken Smith, Treasurer

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Fellowship luncheons set for 2016-2017
.Ever joined us for a fellowship luncheon? They are held the second Sunday of each month following the
worship service. Attendees are encouraged to bring a dish to share. The next luncheon will be held in October.
Sept. 11
Oct. 9
Nov. 13
Dec. 11
Jan. 8
Feb. 12

Mushroom Festival; no luncheon
Host: Youth Group
Host: K-5 Sunday School Class
Christmas luncheon
Host: Barbara Miller’s Sunday School
class
Annual meeting part II
Host: J.A.M. Daycare

March 12
April 9

May 14
June 11

Host: George Fresolone’s Sunday
School class
Palm Sunday — Pancake breakfast
during Sunday School hour —
fundraiser for and hosted by the
softball and basketball teams
Mother’s Day; no luncheon
Open

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

