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On Sundays, Pastor Dan
will greet people at church
without shaking hands and
hugging. During the months
of chemotherapy, his
immune system will be
weakened, and he is more
susceptible to illnesses and
viruses. He may shy away
from physical contact in
order to stay healthy and
able to attend to his
pastoral duties.
Please understand this
change in behavior as his
body works to heal and
recover.

How do I feel?
As Pastor Dan deals with chemotherapy and associated hospital
stays,. we are running a post from his
blog, www.danielnicewonger.com,
that he has been updating throughout
this journey.
If you know Nancy you know
she is a writer.

sent me an
email recently.
The subject
line was,
“Something I
wrote.”
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Well, it is way more than just
“something she wrote.”

It captures the roller coaster of
emotions that she, and others who
She has written some amazing
journey with those with cancer, feel.
poems and has had some articles pubI know her to be a strong woman of
lished in ministry-based magazines
faith. I know she is praying for and
over the years.
believing in great things for the fuEach time she writes, she opens ture…but there is no denying the fuher heart and shares life experiences ture is different than it was a few
and how God is meeting her in the
short days ago.
midst of life.
I asked if I could share her words
It came as no surprise when she
CONTINUED on Page 10

Relay for Life is here
There is still time to join with First Baptist Church at
the Relay For Life.
It steps off Friday, June 3, at Unionville High School.
Opening ceremonies begin at 6 p.m. and the event will
conclude at 8 a.m., June 4.
Cancer touches millions of people each year. By
joining the RELAY FOR LIFE movement, you can help
paint the world purple and together, there is hope. The
monies that we can raise are critical in supporting the
American Cancer Society's mission to save more lives
from cancer.

Please try to make the effort to come cheer survivor
Bill Miller on, as well as the other survivors as they make
their way around the track. If you are a survivor, and
CONTINUED on Page 4
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Vacation Bible School at
first Baptist church

July 24-28, 2016
6-8:45 p.m.
Ages 5-fifth grade

To register, call 610-444-5320
or send an e-mail to
fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net
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Caring for your community
In the past and to date we have looked to our
PASTOR as the primary CAREGIVER for us individually and for our collective community. With the health issues of Pastor Dan, the Elder/Deacon Board is working to
identify, prioritize, establish and communicate accountability for the key issues facing our community during this
changing and unknown season of life.

of the day-to-day pressures off Pastor Dan and yet continue to maintain critical day-to-day communications. We
can do this by placing most of our routine/less urgent
calls to Monica and have her direct them to the responsible elder/deacon.

We believe that the most immediate and important
issues to be addressed are:

Contributions - Diana Freeman 610-761-2661 /
dianajfreeman@aol.com

Facility - Tim McDonald - 484-880-2870 /
tmac2190@gmail.com
This is an evolving effort and is open for input/needs
from the entire community so that we can more effective- Sunday School / VBS / nursery - Linda Smith –
610-247-9565 / lindasmith316@outlook.com
ly address the ever changing needs.

1. WHAT ARE THE PLANS FOR SUNDAY
WORSHIP SERVICES?
Pastor Dan will continue to fulfill his current role.
He expects to be in the pulpit most Sundays going forward. Pastor’s oncologist is working to schedule chemotherapy treatments in such a way as to help make that
plan possible. We recognize that there may be Sundays
when this is not possible, and the Elders/Deacons will
step up to these situations and assure that regular worship
services are not interrupted.
2. CARE FOR THE COMMUNITY
Pastoral Care Focus:
The Elders will coordinate hospital visitation and
other individual assistance needs. Monica will be the primary contact from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. 610-444-5320 / fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net

Ushers / Hospitality / Fellowship – George Hostetler 484-678-0047 / ghostetler@easternlifttruck.com
Worship - Chris Wells - 410-869-2192 /
physicistintheory@gmail.com
Missions / Outreach / Constellation Network —Marcia
Burton 610-304-0924 / marburton@comcast.net
Membership - Dave Freeman 302-354-3775 /
freemandb1@gmail.com
Finances - Ken Smith (treasurer) 610-304-5454 /
kennethasmith@outlook.com
There will be other key issues identified as we move
forward and will be addressed in this format.
Pastor Dan is working to define his “new normal”.
He does respond to email and will return phone calls as
he is able. If you are uncomfortable calling him, yet want
to get a message to him Monica will help make that happen.

If you need clarification of any points here please
Prayer Requests:
contact:
Nick Everhart will continue to send out e-mail prayer
notices. 610-724-5703 / nickeverhart@verizon.net
Don Poole Jr., Elder
610-842-3632 /
djp1112@verizon.net
The Deacons are utilizing an automated calling serGeorge Fresolone, Elder
302-753-9030 /
vice as a “phone tree” to better reach those without egfwineguy@aol.com
mail.
Betty Gordon, Elder
610-246-9937 /
egordon1735@aol.com
Ministry:
Kent Reasons, Moderator
610-388-2277 /
kmreasons@msn.com
For the immediate future let’s all try and take some
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Baptized at FBC
Pastor Dan speaks while Don Poole
Jr., far right, leads George Plumley
through baptism on May 22. George
was baptized during the Youth Sunday service, in which the youth plan
and lead a worship service.
Photos by Cassandra McDonald

Join First Baptist Church for Relay for Life, Prayers for the Journey
CONTINUED from Page 1

would like to join others that
have beat this disease, please
let Kathy Allaband know, so she can
sign you up for the survivor lap.
There are many ways to get involved.

1. Go to the Relay for Life web- ed. You can do this on-line or
site. Search for Team PRAYERS FOR through Kathy.
THE JOURNEY. You can either join
3. Volunteer to help at our Prayer
or make a donation to the team. You Tent during the relay event.
can also make a donation with Kathy.
See Kathy, Jill, Don or Tim for
2. Purchase a luminaria in support more details. Hope to see you there!
of, in honor of, or in remembrance of
someone that cancer has affect-
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Photos by Cassandra McDonald

Above, Pastor Dan reads the award to the Miles at the May 22 service. At right, Al and Margaret brave the less-than-seasonal temperatures May 15 to join other church members at a softball and fellowship event \and cookout with Stillwaters Church.

Church life award
given to the Miles
Al and Margaret Miles were honored at the May 22
worship service with the “Church Life Award.”
The award is given in recognition of their active, joyful, and energetic participation in all activities here at FBC.
Al and Margaret have been members of the church
since 1971.
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Church softball season wraps up this month
Haven’t seen the church’s softball team yet?
There’s still time!


Monday, June 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Home vs. Nottingham Baptist at
New Garden Park



Monday, June 13 at 8:30 p.m.
Make-up game



Tuesday, June 14 at 8:30 p.m.

Away vs. Mount Vernon Christian
Oxford AA Field (Butch Dean)


at

Thursday, June 16 at 6:30 p.m.
Home vs. Encounter at New
Garden Park



Tuesday, June 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Home vs. West Grove
Presbyterian at New Garden Park



Monday, June 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Home vs. The Grove



Tuesday, June 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Away vs. Nottingham Baptist at
Nottingham Baptist Church

News and Notes from FBC
Family Fun Day set
The second annual Family Fun Day at First Baptist
Church will be held on Saturday, July 30.
The event will follow Vacation Bible School, which
this year runs from July 24-28. The inaugural event featured food, games, pony rides, and music by the worship
team. Contact Don Poole Jr. for more information.

New prayer phone chain is tested
First Baptist is trying out a new service called DialMyCalls in an effort to reach people who do not have email.

Calls were sent out about Bible Study being cancelled, and also about Pastor Dan’s recent hospitalization.

If you would like to be added to this phone chain,
please leave your name and phone number for Monica.

Former interim pastor passes away
The Rev. Dr. Nicholas Salios died May 15, 2016. He
was an interim pastor at First Baptist Church. We remember him as a wonderful man who served the church with
compassion, kindness, and love. To send a condolence
card to his wife Rose, the address is:
225 Caspian Lane
Norristown, PA 19403
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Special friends,
special crafts
On May 25 the preschool students and
toddlers from J.A.M. Christian Daycare
went on a special trip to the Friend’s
Home in Kennett Square and got the
chance to visit some special friends.
Not only did they get to read a story but
they also got the chance to make a special craft!
It truly was a great day.

On the Web:
www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
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June 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday
AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday
Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays

5

Communion &
Deacon offering

 Sunday School 9:45
 Worship 11 am

6

D-Day

 Softball

home at 6:30
p.m.

 Monte Horeb

7
 JAM staff mtg
6-7

POs DUE TODAY

6-8:30pm Sanct/
baptisms in FH and
kitchen after

&
12 Mother’s
Father’s

Day/Mission
Team fellowship
luncheon

 Sunday School 9:45
 Worship 11 am

2

 Youth Group

Recurring meetings

7-8:30

 Makeup

softball game

 Mission
Team
1:30pm

14

FLAG
DAY

 Softball at

 MH FH 68pm

Al-Anon 8-9 pm

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

8

9

 Call to Wor-

ship/Prayer 7pm

 Worship Bd
7pm

Al-Anon 8-9pm

13

Thu

15
Al-Anon 8-9pm

Oxford 6:30 pm

 Staff mtg 10-

 Prop-

erty Team 7
pm

16
 Softball

home at 6:30

 MH 6-8:30pm Sanct

19
FATHER’S DAY

 Sunday School 9:45

20
 Deacons/Elders
7pm

 Monte Horeb

All ages 9:45

 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

6-8:30pm Sanct/
Abel’s bday celebration in FH
after

 Softball at

Al-Anon 89pm

23
Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

POs DUE
TODAY

6-8:30pm Sanct;
Father’s Day event
in FH after

 Sunday School

 Staff mtg 10-11

22

home 6:30 pm

 Worship 11 am

26

21

27
 Softball home at
6:30 pm

28
 Staff mtg 10-11
 Softball away

29
Al-Anon 8-9pm

3

30
 Senior
event at noon

6:30 p.m.

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

Sat

4

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

10

11

 Monte

Horeb — 68:30pm FH

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

11

Fri

17
 Poole

rehearsal 6-8pm

 Men’s

breakfast 8am

18
 Poole

wedding 35pm

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

24
 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

25
 C. McDonald birthday
party 2-6 pm
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Join us in celebrating these June birthdays
Ana Leigh Poole
Geri Brenthal
Chris Mellinger
Jacquelynn Bogle
Natalie Poole
Kent Reasons
Barbara Weer
Nancy Seldomridge
Christopher Norris

June 15
June 16
June 17
June 18
June 22
June 24
June 27
June 29
June 30

If your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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‘Something I wrote’ provides insight into cancer journey
broken. God will mend my heart. So
many people are praying for Dan.
God may bring a miracle into his life
and wipe away the cancer.

CONTINUED from Page 1

with you here. She graciously agreed.
“SOMETHING I WROTE”

Chemotherapy may do what the
doctor said was not possible and bring
a complete cure.

People have asked how I feel. It
has been 19 days since my husband
was diagnosed with cancer.

God can restore Dan’s health and
mend my broken heart.

Nineteen days since the oncologist sat with us in the hospital and explained the realities of Dan’s cancer.

What people don’t want to hear is
that I have to come to grips with the
reality of cancer.

How do I feel?

For the sake of myself and my
children and even for Dan, I need to
be aware of what could happen.

My heart has been breaking.
Next week we will have our
26 anniversary. I told Dan years ago
I wanted to make it to our 65th. That
is probably no longer a reality. My
heart is breaking.
th

And if it does, God will protect
us and provide for us and somehow
we will survive.
God will somehow mend my broken heart but still, it will be very, very
broken.

When the doctor left the hospital
room, Dan’s mind immediately went
to what his cancer would mean to me
and our children. A tear would stream
down his face each time. My heart
would break with each tear.

My trust in God will see me
through this chapter in my life.

from feeling sad.
Pain has taken a new place in
People have told me that God
Dan’s life. He has struggled with his
breathing. He cannot do what he en- will heal and I need to stop worrying
joys or what simply needs to be done. about it. I’m not exactly worrying
about it. I am watching my husband
I have been driving us around,
suffer and my heart is breaking.
which does not normally happen. I
I believe within my heartache I
have been going to doctor appointments to ask questions for him, which am still trusting God. I do have a
he does not normally need. For him, peace that God is in control.
my heart breaks.
Jesus, while on earth, showed
Do I have faith during this struggle? I do. But that does not keep me

Nineteen days after the diagnosis,
my focus is more on daily life and less
on possibilities. It is more on our
blessings and less on what may be.
I am more able to enjoy each day
and store more memories in my heart.
Healing is already taking place.
How am I doing?

As Dan has been saying: God is
good, all the time. All the time, God is
sadness at times. God knows the plans good.
he has for me, but my heart is still

Check out First Baptist Church of Kennett Square
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/firstbaptistchurchks

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Directory planned for church
First Baptist is working on a new church directory and needs your help.
Information on members will be available for review on Sundays and during the
week in the Welcome Center.
It is located in a white
binder labeled “Church Directory.”

Please verify that the information we have — name, address, phone number, e-mail (if

applicable), birthdate, etc. — is up-to-date.
You will also be asked to indicate whether you
prefer to receive items like the newsletter, church announcements, and the prayer chain
electronically or in another format.
The deadline to check your information is Sunday, June 19.
For more information or to include
or change your listing, please call
610-444-5320 or send an e-mail to
fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

