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Hunting for
Easter eggs
Children in kindergarten
through second grade
search for Easter eggs
hidden in the playground
at First Baptist Church.
The annual Easter event
attracted more than three
dozen children, who
learned about how Jesus
makes everything new
and who enjoyed lunch
and an egg hunt on the
day before Easter Sunday.
More photos, pages 4-5.
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New sermon series to look at Beatitudes
“I have come that you may have life …
life to the full.”
What does that look like? How can we
achieve that in our lives?
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
teaches his followers how to live to experience “life to the full.”
Starting April 3, we will explore the
first part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount,
the Beatitudes, where Jesus teaches how to
experience comfort and mercy in this world.
We will listen to Jesus teaching on
what it means to be called “sons of God”
and how it is that we claim “the Kingdom of
heaven as ours.”
Each Sunday we will explore how the
Beatitudes invite us to move beyond merely
“struggling or surviving” our way through life to truly experiencing the fullness of life that Jesus promises us.

FBC culture focus of journey ahead
We continue to journey on this year of “growing
into a new way of doing ministry”.
At our last Elder / Deacon meeting, we spent time
thinking about our FBC culture. Those things that are unwritten yet shape how we do things, how we live in relationship with each other.
It was helpful to see some of the very positive
things upon which we can build and then look closer at
some of the pieces which may not encourage growth.
Marcia Burton served as our team leader for Give |
Serve | Restore. It was a great success. Thanks to all who
donated either food, time or financially.
Charissa Foster has stepped into the role of team
leader for the nursery. There is a schedule with four
teams to provide nursery care each Sunday.
Leslie Church is going to provide care every other
Sunday during Sunday School. This is a vital and important ministry as we look to welcoming families well
into our community. If you are interested in helping,

Board

please talk with
Charissa. Betty
Gordon is working
to train a team of
people to help set
up communion. Many of our
deacons and elders
are involved in Sunday School classes
or worship on Sunday mornings, and
we do not want to “burden” just one
person with a task. This is an exciting way to help others
become involved in a very important ministry of our
church. If you would be willing to help, please talk with
pastor or Betty.
Slowly, carefully we are moving forward, and we
are learning what works … what needs attention. Thank
you for your prayers and help as we look to move into a
new season of vibrant ministry.
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Prayers for the Journey returns to Relay for Life
First Baptist Church will once
again bring its Prayers for the
Journey to the Kennett Unionville
Relay For
Life,
scheduled
this year
on June 3.
The
team,
which has
a fundraising goal of $500, will
also provide a prayer tent at the
annual event that raises money for the American Cancer
Society.

Journey team can donate money toward the goal, dedicate
a luminaria, or join the team.

Relay For Life is held from 6 p.m. June 3 to 10 a.m.
For more information, contact Kathy Allaband or go
June 4 and features cancer survivors, caretakers and others
online at relay.acsevents.org and search for “Prayers For
walking and running over that time period.
The Journey.”
Those who would like to support the Prayers For The

Planning for VBS 2016 has already begun
Join First Baptist Church on a Cave Quest
this July as the annual Vacation Bible School
explores the depths of Jesus’ love and how he
serves as the
Light of the
World.
VBS will be
held Sunday,
July 24 to
Thursday, July
28.
Work has already started on the sets that will bring this
year’s theme of “Cave Quest” to life. VBS Coordinator Linda Smith is working diligently on
the sets at her hourse.
More information about VBS will be available in future newsletters. Be sure to save the date!
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Easter fun

The March 26 Easter event at First
Baptist provided an afternoon of fun
and faith, as children learned how
Jesus makes everything new. At top,
older kids are all smiles as they wait
their turn for the Easter egg hunt. At
left, April Allaband balances an egg on
a spoon during a relay. Above,
attendees count the eggs they collected. At right, a young visitor sits patiently with his mom while waiting to
begin the crafts.
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Photos by Cassandra
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At top left, children wait
with their baskets in Fellowship Hall. Top right, Emilie
Fragale finishes making her
snack — pastel M&Ms
“glued” with frosting onto a
graham cracker. The snack
served as dessert for the
children. Above left, Isaac
Rose takes his turn at the
egg-carrying contest. Above
right, the search is on for
the silver egg, and the lucky
finder would receive a prize.
At far left, the snack-making
station was a popular one
for all ages. Left, eggs were
scattered outside the
church for children to find.
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Youth group luggage drive proves successful
More than three dozen children in
foster care in Pennsylvania and New Jersey will receive luggage or duffel bags,
thanks to those who supported the youth
group’s recent luggage drive.
The collection at First Baptist
Church is part of a larger luggage drive
by Philadelphia’s K-LOVE radio station.
FBC member Sarah Poole first heard
about the luggage drive on K-LOVE and
brought it to the attention of the youth
group, according to Jill Nicastro.
The youth group set up a sign in the
Narthex and encouraged donations.
Once FBC’s collection is picked up
on April 7, the donated luggage pieces
will be earmarked for New Jersey or
Pennsylvania, and then given to agencies
like Bethany Christian Services and
Community Umbrella Agencies in Pennsylvania, and Youth Consultation Service in New Jersey.
“We are estimating that we have
collected more than 250 luggage pieces
to give to children in foster care,” according to Renata Bass of K-LOVE.
The agencies, according to Bass, are
directly involved in the placement of
children in foster homes.
FBC’s youth collected 15 suitcases
and 24 duffel bags by the end of March,
according to Jill Nicastro. Someone had
seen information on the luggage collection on Facebook and contacted the West
Grove Yardsale page. That person donated two suitcases and five duffel bags to
FBC, Nicastro said.
FBC’s youth held the luggage drive
as part of a service project for the Give |
Serve | Restore effort, which ended in
March.
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April 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1
Recurring meetings

2

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday
AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday

Sat

 Softball

fundraiser
dinner 5 pm
FH

Al-Anon 8-9 p.m. Wednesdays

3

Communion &
Deacon offering

4

5

 Sunday School 9:45

 Tues Bible Study

 Worship 11 am

9:45 am

 Worship 11 am
FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON (George
Fresolone’s class)

11
 Missions
1:30

 Deacons

/Elders 7pm

 Monte Horeb

18

13

Staff mtg 10-11
 Tues Bible

Study 1:30pm

19
Study 1:30pm

6-8:30pm Sanct

 Worship 11 am

 Call to

Woship/Prayer
7pm
7-8:30
(dinner)

8pm

9

 Monte

Horeb — 68:30pm FH

 Men’s

breakfast 8am

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

14
 Property team
7pm

15

16

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

Al-Anon 8-9pm

20
 ABW 1:30
pm

21
 Quiet Waters
7pm

 Youth Group
Al-Anon 8-9pm

25

26
 Staff mtg 10-11
 Tues Bible

Study 1:30pm

 Event 2-5 pm
 Monte Horeb

6-8:30pm Sanct

Team 7pm

 PNH in FH 6-

8

22

23

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

7-8:30

 Monte Horeb

9:45am

Worship

 Youth Group

 Tues Bible

 Worship 11 am

 Sunday School

7-8:30

12

 Staff mtg 10-11

 Sunday School 9:45

24

 Youth Group

Al-Anon 8-9pm

POs DUE
TODAY

6-8:30pm Sanct

17

7

 J.A.M. staff mtg
6 pm

6-8:30pm Sanct

Sunday School

6

1:30pm

 Monte Horeb

10

Staff mtg
10-11

POs DUE
TODAY

27
 Youth Group
7-8:30

Al-Anon 8-9pm

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

28
 Senior event at
noon in FH

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

29
 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

30
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Join us in celebrating these April birthdays

Nancy Weaver
Helen Jamison
Monica Fragale
John Wayne Plumley

April 4
April 13
April 22
April 27

If your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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J.A.M. teachers, director attend conferences
Nancy and Lynn were able to attend the ACSI conference in Lancaster on March 3 and 4.

attended reminded the audience that a
Six teachers are registered to atmain objective of what we are doing tend a spring conference provided by
is to show love and kindness to each Child Care Consultants, the organizaACSI is the Association of Chris- other and the children we work with.” tion that supports the STARS program
tian Schools International, a support
For her classroom, Lynn learned in Chester County.
and resource for Christian schools and that dancing and moving around helps
The keynote speaker will address
preschools around the world. The two stimulate the brain. It is better to do
the issue of “The Benefits and Chal-day event featured a keynote speaker movement activities in small bursts
lenge of Change.” Teacher workshops
and a wide assortment of workshops. more often during the day. This was
will include science and behavior isbased on brain research.
sues along with other topics.
Lynn, a preschool teacher at
J.A.M. since 2009, felt that “the
Each day started with a worship
Christian atmosphere showed me peo- time. “It was nice that the day started
ple who were being kind and consid- with worship which reminded us of
erate to one another. Each session I
God’s message,” Lynn said.

Daycare students celebrate Easter

We are excited that our staff is
having the opportunity to join with
other child care professionals in these
atmospheres of learning.

J.A.M. Board meets
Our first regular board
meeting was held on March 29.
Each board member has an
area of focus where they will be
providing leadership and support to the center.
Kellie Fresolone is the
board chairperson. Jessica Venuto oversees curriculum and
human resources. Paul Freeman
is leading in audit and finance.

Children enjoyed learning
about Easter in March.
Activities ranged from Bible stories about Palm Sunday
and Easter as well as Easter egg
hunts. One class opened eggs
It is exciting to see these young
filled with jelly beans because Jesus is
children growing and learning.
the sweet surprise of Easter.
Several daycare families also
A toddler showed me an Easter
book and said, “Uh, oh” (because Jesus joined our church Easter egg hunt on
March 26.
died), but then another toddler said,
“Jesus is alive.”

Nancy Nicewonger

Rachel Dorman-Wells is
the communications and public
relations board member. Pastor
Dan is a member of the board,
provides daily oversight, and
helps ensure that J.A.M. remains consistent with the mission of First Baptist Church.
Nancy attends the meetings
as the director.
The board has excitement
and vision for J.A.M., and we
are excited to begin this new
year together.
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Renewed spirits and God’s guidance in Costa Rica
Sue Hegarty is a missionary with International Ministries whom First Baptist Church supports. The following text and pictures were shared by Hegarty on the IM
Website, www.internationalministries.org.
This past weekend, 12 Costa Rican women´s ministries team members gave up their weekend for a working
retreat (after working our “day jobs” all week).
We did it to talk about our dreams for serving God,
for bettering our ministry focus and for continuing our
own preparation for service.
Saturday we did a lot of brainstorming and made progress with planning. By evening, my brain was tired!

Then one of the women added, “We need to recogSunday started with a devotional and the study of
nize that sometimes the paralytic is us and we need
Luke 5:17-20, the passage of the paralyzed man and his
friends to help us to get healing.”
faith-filled friends who brought him to see Jesus for healHoly Spirit-inspired, we formed a circle, putting difing.
ferent people in the middle to be prayed over. There were
It is a wonderfully rich passage; just one of the imag- lots of tears, hugs, and letting go of burdens as God mines we pulled out was seeing our ministry as a parallel to
istered in our midst.
those friends, bringing hurting women to Jesus and healLess stressed and with renewed spirits, we went back
ing despite all the obstacles in the way.
to our planning work. The time schedule lost imWe then sang an adapted chorus of a well-known
portance. By the end of our retreat, we had good focus
song (in Spanish) as a prayer for our ministry: “Take me and a few strategically placed meetings and ministry acwhere the women need Your words and my desire to
tivities planned.
(fully) live, Where hope is missing, where happiness is
Despite working all weekend, it was an energizing
missing, simply because they don´t know of You.”
experience because God was present.
Thank you for your financial support and prayers
which make such an experience possible for our women´s
ministries. Our team needs continual spiritual growth,
God´s guidance in our lives and our ministries. The
women we minister to also need your prayers, including
God´s healing and direction in their lives.
My prayer for you as Holy Week approaches is that
God will minister to you as God ministered to us this past
weekend, lightening your burdens and renewing your
spirit.

Sue Hegarty
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Greetings from Shirley Campbell
First Baptist Church
received this letter from
Shirley Campbell, a longtime member who lives
in Indiana.

“Thank you so much
for your special Easter
greetings. Each of you
are kind to remember
older members of First
Baptist on these special
occasions.
Our family moved
from Virginia when our
two children were about
your age now.
Here in Indiana I
had a great Easter celebration. We had our
Easter service at a new
church by going to a local high school auditorium to accommodate a
larger number of people.
Bless all of you and
know you are all loved at
First Baptist Church of
Kennett Square.
Love,
Shirley Campbell”

QUIET
WATERS

Meets on the 3rd Thursday, September through June
7 p.m., First Baptist Church
415 W. State St., Kennett Square
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Moving closer to God
CONTINUED on Page 1

minutes, struggling not to fall off this piece of
equipment when in walks someone obviously
20 years my senior.
She steps on an identical piece of equipment … starts going just as fast … and then
takes her hands off! I mean, she is stretching
while using this machine. I looked around and
just started laughing inside.
Hobbling my way out of the gym after my
workout, it struck me that there have been times
I have often had similar feelings about my spiritual life or journey. I look at those around me;
they seem to have things together. They talk
like they know more scripture … like their spiritual disciplines are more focused and alive.
It simply sounds like they are walking closer to God than I am.
If we are honest, I am sure that there are
times in all our lives where we have looked at
others and questioned our own spiritual journey.
Here is the truth — what matters most is
that we start where we are and work to grow
and deepen our relationship with God.
Imagine if I looked around the gym and
said, “Well, since I am not in as good a shape as
these people…I will not return; I will not work
on getting healthier.”
Everyone would cry, “That is crazy! Start
where you are, work slowly, and one day you
will be healthier.”
The same holds true for our spiritual journey. Start where you are and begin to take steps
to grow deeper in your relationship with the
One who loves you more than all others. The
journey will be exciting and rewarding.
Thank you for allowing me to journey with
you.

Pastor Dan

America for Christ starts in April
FBC’s Missions team is getting the word out this
month about the American Baptist Home Mission Societies’ (ABHMS) America for Christ offering.
The America for Christ program raises money “to support American Baptist mission and min- MISSIONS
istry across the United States and Puerto
Rico,” according to the ABHMS web site. “The America
for Christ Offering is the American Baptist response to the
needs of home missions within and beyond the local congregation in witness and service for Christ as mandated by
the Great Commission. Gifts are channeled through national ministries and regional ministries to fund home mission,
education and local community ministries.”
Stories of the America for Christ missions will be in
your church bulletins every Sunday.

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join us every Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in the
conference room at
First Baptist Church.
All are welcome.

Page 13

Connections

Al-Anon Family Group meets at 8 p.m. Wednesdays.
Our group welcomes anyone who has been affected by someone else’s
drinking or drug addiction.
No appointments are necessary.
Anyone concerned about someone else’s drinking is welcome to walk in and attend a
meeting.

Al-Anon meetings include people of different religious understandings as well as individuals without any spiritual beliefs.

An Al-Anon meeting held in a church is not affiliated with that church. Al-Anon is a
spiritual program, but it is not religious and is not affiliated with any church or religion, just
as it is not affiliated with any other private or public organization.

Please join us. Al-Anon groups focus exclusively on issues related to helping the
friends and families of problem drinkers.

For more meeting information
call 1-888-4Al-Anon (1-888-425-2666)
or Al-Anon Information Service of the Delaware Valley at (215-222-5244)
or visit
www.al-anon.alateen.org
or
www.pa-al-anon.org

AFG source AFA 2015

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Share your collection with FBC

Glenn Hough – The One Man Band will provide the
entertainment at the April 28 luncheon, which starts at
Have a collection you’d like to share with the church noon.
family? We are accepting collections to be shown in the
Tell your friends and bring them along. Join us for a
new display cabinets in the Welcome Center.
delicious lunch, an entertaining program, and a great opItems will be displayed for a month at a time and
portunity to make new friends.
will be approved in advance by Pastor Dan.
To sign up, please see Pastor Dan or Monica, or email fbc.admin.assist@verizon.net.

NGA to hold gathering

One-man band at senior event

NGA will hold its semi-annual gathering at 1 p.m.
April 21. Lunch will be provided. Those who attend are
asked to bring donations including twin sheets, pillows
and pillow cases, and towels and washcloths.

A favorite performer at the monthly senior luncheons will return in April.

For more information, call 610-608-1488.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

