February 2016

Give | Serve | Restore begins this month.

CONNECTIONS
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

Getting back to basics
Saturday evening of the “Big
Just because
Storm” I headed out
something is new …
to use my branddoes not necessarily
new snow blower.
I was kind of
excited. An opportunity to “play” and
see how this new
piece of equipment
was going to run.

make it better. Without the basics, all the
bells and whistles do
not mean much.

Well, a few hours into removing
the two-foot snow drifts in my drive-

Hoop-Ing it up
First Baptist Church’s
basketball team has
started its season,
taking on teams like
The Grove and the
Christian Living Center.
At left, an FBC player
goes for the basket as
CLC members
run defense.
For more photos
and the team’s schedule this month,
see Page 6.

Photo by Cassandra McDonald

Index
Lent

2

One-Board update

3

Give|Serve\Restore

4

J.A.M.

5

Basketball

6

Missions

7

Birthdays

8

February calenda

9

Financial summary

11

way, and I had my answer…it quit throwing
snow.

day morning to
finish my
work.

I limped back into the garage, muttered a few words,
offered more than a few
prayers, and began to work
on bringing this machine
back to life.

Sunday
morning I was
up and out the door by 9 a.m. The sun
was shining, the wind had died down,
and I was confident my brand-new
snow blower was back in good working order.

It took a while but I diagnosed the problem and found a “fix”
I cleared off a large part of my
and had it back in working order after upper driveway and decided to head
a few hours. I chose to wait until SunCONTINUED on Page 10
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Lent at First Baptist Church of Kennett Square
First Baptist Church begins the
Lenten season on Wednesday, Feb. 10
with a 7 p.m. service marking Ash
Wednesday.
Pastor Dan will introduce a new
sermon series to coincide with Lent.
The sermon series leading up to Lent
focused on the Lord’s Prayer.

The new sermon series, dealing
with the Miracles of Jesus, will be a
common theme through the five Sundays of Lent.
FBC will hold its annual business
meeting and its monthly fellowship
luncheon on the Second Sunday of
Lent, on Feb. 21.
The annual Easter Egg hunt, organized by the Christian Education team,
will be held Saturday, March 26, from
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

vice will also feature communion and the monthly deacon
Following is the list of dates to note during the Lenten offering.
season:
March 13: Fifth Sunday of Lent. The monthly fellowship luncheon will be sponsored by the youth group.
Feb. 10: Ash Wednesday. A ser vice will be held at
7 p.m.
Feb. 14: Fir st Sunday of Lent.
Feb. 21: Second Sunday of Lent. The monthly fellowship luncheon and the annual business meeting will be
held following worship service.
Feb. 18: Thir d Sunday of Lent

March 20: Palm Sunday.
March 24: Maundy Thur sday. A 7 p.m. wor ship
service will be held.
March 25: Good Fr iday. Wor ship will be at 7 p.m.
March 26: The chur ch’s annual Easter Egg hunt will
be from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
March 27: Easter Sunday.

March 6: Four th Sunday of Lent. The Sunday ser -

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
- John 3: 16-19
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Denim relief
The Teens for
Jeans collection
that FBC’s youth
group ran during
the month of January was a huge
success. A plastic
storage container
and a large box
were overflowing
with jeans, which
will be donated to
homeless teenagers at shelters in
Chester and Delaware counties.

One-Board, Team-Based Ministry begins with new year
Kent Reasons (moderator) and I
will be using this space in the coming
months to share with the congregation
about the progress we are making as
we grow into our new structure.

will be accomplished under this new
system.

available in the church on Monica’s
counter.

In the past our board chairs were
responsible for completing the PO’s
and making sure expenses remained
within budget.

Kent (as moderator) and Pastor
will continue their practice of meeting
on a regular basis to talk about the
On January 11, the new
church and plan for its future. During
Elder/Deacon board had its first meet- those meetings we will also be talking
ing.
about the role of a moderator in our
new structure.
There was 100 percent attendance, and we had a good meeting
One piece of work which is well
which set the stage for where we will underway and will be completed
be heading in the coming year.
shortly is related to our purchase orders and oversight of budgets.
Minutes from this meeting are

Pastor Dan will be meeting oneon-one with each Deacon over the
next few weeks. So far Pastor has met
with Linda Smith (Christian Living),
Marcia Burton (Missions), Chris
Wells (Worship), and Tim McDonald
(Property).
During our meetings they talk
about how specific pieces of ministry

Ken Smith (treasurer) and Pastor
Dan are putting the finishing touches
on who will be responsible for those
duties under the new system, and it
will be shared at the February
Elder/Deacon meeting.

If you have any questions about

Board

the transition, or how ministry is or
will be completed. please direct them
to Pastor Dan or Kent. If you are asking a question, we are sure others are
as well.
There may be a quick and easy
answer…or it may be something we
have to “live into.”

Pastor Dan
Kent Reasons, Moderator
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Give | Serve | Restore 2016
A collaborative project involving churches and
individuals working together to bless our community!

1 Service Project

2 Pounds of Food

$3 (Kids)/ $30 (Adults)

Numerous service projects
completed!

2.5 Tons of food donated
to area food banks!

Over $38,000 raised to help
start Family Promise!

What is Give|Serve|Restore?
We believe that God has a plan for restoration in
our world and that we can take part in the restoration
process in our neighborhoods and communities.

Give three dollars (for Kids) and $30 (for adults)
to our two partner organizations — Good Neighbors and
Young Moms.

Give | Serve | Restore is a collaborative way to
Good Neighbors is an organization committed to
show love to Southern Chester County through churches making homes warmer, safer, drier, and healthier for
in our communities during the Lenten season [Feb. 10- qualified homeowners as an expression of our faith in
March 27, 2016].
Jesus Christ.
The project consists of 3 easy ways to get involved.

YoungMoms is an organization committed to
equipping teen moms with the resources and support
they need to reach their potential as women and mothers.

Last year, we partnered with three churches and
Do one service project! It can be coordinated from
were overwhelmed with the response of those congregaa church participating in GSR, or, by taking action on
your own to serve (such as making a meal for someone tions.
in need or helping a neighbor with a house project).
This year, we’re working together with 14 churches (and counting!).
Donate two pounds of food to our local food cupboards (participating GSR churches will have collection
bins in their lobby for donations).

Consider joining us during Lent as we love and
serve our community.
Go online at www.TheConstellationNetwork.com/
GSR.
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Success by 6 visits J.A.M., helps with STAR rating
Jackie Groetsch, a manager of the Success by Six pro- ing sink in the infant room and install a fence inside the
gram with the United Way, visited J.A.M. on Jan. 14,
playground to give the preschool and toddler group sepameeting with Nancy and Pastor Dan.
rate areas.
The visit was meant to review our progress within the
We also ordered a four-seat stroller for the infant
STARs program and to get updated on the change in lead- room and furniture for the classrooms.
ership.
These items help us meet the demands of the EnviSuccess by Six, with whom we entered into partner- ronmental Rating Scales (ERS) we now follow in order to
ship in January 2015, supports day-care centers moving
become rated STAR 3.
from STAR 2 to STAR 3 ratings. Those centers must
Also, to help with the ERS, which is based on a sevmake big improvements in administrative practices, staff en-point rating scale, Success by Six provided a practice
credentials, training and benefits, and classroom practices. assessment by a team from St. Joseph’s University.
Success by Six provides technical support and grants
This practice helped us identify strengths and weakto assist J.A.M. and other centers in this process. Our
nesses before we are assessed by the state this spring.
technical consultant with the program has been Jennifer
Our goal is to advance to STAR 4, and we are grateSchaum from DVAEYC, the regional chapter of NAEYC.
ful to Jackie and this program for the help.
She has worked with Judy and Nancy on the paperJackie responded to her visit with the following:
work and administration, and has conducted staff training
on classroom environments and observations.

Jennifer works directly with teachers and Nancy, offering advice and new ideas.

“You and your entire team are doing a wonderful
job; the children and families are very fortunate to be part
of your early care and learning program! “

A $7,000 grant was used to install another hand wash-

Snow day!
The Blizzard of 2016
dumped close to 2 feet of
snow in this area and
forced J.A.M. to close Jan.
25 and open late on Jan.
26. One benefit was outside fun in the snow. J.A.M.
kids played in the snow.

On the Web:
www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
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Hoop dreams
First Baptist’s basketball team (in orange) started its season in
January and will continue hitting the courts this month. Pictured are scenes from games with CLC (Jan. 19) and the Grove
(Jan. 26). This month’s games include: Feb. 2: 9 p.m. vs. Mt.
Vernon; Feb. 9: 7:45 p.m. vs. Stillwater; Feb. 16: doubleheader
at 6:30 and 7:45 p.m. vs. Stillwater and CLC; Feb. 23: doubleheader at 7:45 and 9 p.m. vs. Mt Vernon and Corner Grey.
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MISSIONS

Brown returns to Thailand for Christmas
Kim Brown is a missionary in Thailand for American
Baptist International Ministries and is one of the missionaries that FBC supports. The following was posted on her
page on the International Ministries’ Web site
(www.internationalministries.org).

special word of thanks to two indispensable women in my
life that made my time in the U.S. so positive.

I especially was glad to meet financial and prayer
supporters, and be able to thank them personally.

igent work habits for all of our students in this critical
time. Also please pray for our students who will be graduating from both junior high and high school and need
prayer for God’s guidance in the next step.

My sister Bev DeLashmutt keeps me connected with
our larger family, and supports me in so many ways, emotionally and practically (with personal, legal and financial
things). The other is Susan Peer, long-time friend and
head of my Mission Partnership Team. Susan put together
I am back in Thailand (as of Dec. 12) and wanted to
my schedule and made sure I was where I needed to
start off this long-overdue prayer letter with a word of
be. She also helps tracks my finances and gives me a
thanks to all who helped make my three months in Ameriplace to stay — and also serves as encourager! I am grateca so good.
ful to call her friend!
Khun Saylo (the director of the center in Mae Sariang) and I had many opportunities to share in churches,
Prayer Requests
women’s gatherings, and home groups. So many wonderful hosts — and so many good times of connection as we
Our House of Love (HOL) students are in their final
shared about the work amongst the ethnic minorities here two months of the school year, and this means that many
in Thailand!
projects and final tests are coming up. Please pray for dil-

We traveled many miles — from Ohio to Valley
Forge, South Carolina, up to New York, all the way west
The Christian Center for the Development of Perto California, and then down to Florida. We had safe travsons with Disabilities (CDPD) is still working out budgels, good airline connections, and no car trouble at all,
etary needs due to several challenges, including a poor
praise God!
exchange rate from our main supporter, Finland. Please
I also had time to reconnect with my family — meetpray for the finances needed to keep all our programs runing one of my grandnieces for the first time (and enjoying
ning.
the other five grand-nieces and one grand-nephew — so
The House of Blessing (HOB) is again looking for a
fun!)
new teacher. Please pray for someone who will be able to
While I am grateful to so many, I do want to give a
bless and teach the children entrusted to us.

ABCOPAD offers mission service trip to Nicaragua
The American Baptist Churches
of Pennsylvania and Delaware are
partnering with the American Baptist
Churches of New York State on a
mission service trip to Nicaragua.

with AMOS, a Christian non-profit
that works with impoverished communities. Mission trips are planned
April 15-24 and June 17-26 and cost
$1,750.

Called “Water of Blessing,” the
trip will partner those who attend

The AMOS team is led by Drs.
David and Laura Parajon, American

Baptist International Missionaries in
Nicaragua.
For more information, contact
ABCOPAD at 888-687-0883 or send
an e-mail to
dveselilcky@abcopad.com.
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Join us in celebrating these February birthdays
Georgette Barlow
Hazel Nead
Denise Newsom
George Bogle
Cassandra McDonald
Bill Miller
Charissa Foster
Tim McDonald
Elaine Reasons
Diana Freeman
Nancy Bossert
Jane Mellinger
Linda Smith

Feb. 2
Feb. 2
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 14
Feb. 17
Feb. 19
Feb. 25
Feb. 27
Feb. 27

If your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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February 2016
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

 J.A.M. staff
2mtg
6-7

Thu

3 Youth

Group 7-8:30

 Staff mtg 10-11

 Monte
4 Horeb—
classroom

Fri

Sat

5  Monte

6  Birthday

12

13

Horeb — 68:30pm FH

party 1-5 FH

 Tues Bible

Study 1:30pm

 BBALL 9pm
POs DUE TODAY

7

Communion
& Deacon
offering

 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

8

 Mission
1:30

 Deacons/

Elders 7pm

FIRST
SUNDAY IN
LENT

 Sunday School 9:45

15
PRESIDENTS
DAY — Day
care closed

11 CE 7pm



Study 1:30pm

22

18

 Tues Bible Study

 Youth Group

7pm

POs DUE TODAY

Al-Anon 8-9pm

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

23

24

25

26

 ABW 1:30

 Senior event,

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

1:30pm

 Quiet Waters

7-8:30
(dinner)

 Tues Bible

 Worship 11 am
FELLOWSHIP
LUNCHEON

 Youth Group

noon

Al-Anon 8-9pm

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

7-8:30
(dinner)

Study 1:30pm

19

9pm

 Monte Horeb

6-8:30pm Sanct

28

THIRD
SUNDAY
IN LENT

 Sunday School
9:45am

 Worship 11 am
 Monte Horeb

6-8:30pm Sanct

20

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

 BBALL 7:45 &

ANNUAL BIZ MTG

 Men’s
breaikfast,
8am

Kacie’s Cause,
Conf. 7-9pm

17
 ABW 1:30

 Staff mtg 10-11

 Sunday School 9:45

 Monte
Horeb — 68:30pm FH

Staff mtg
1610-11

7:45pm

6-8:30pm Sanct

 Property Team
7pm

Youth
Group 78:30

Al-Anon 8-9pm

 BBALL 6:30 &

 Monte Horeb

SECOND
SUNDAY IN
LENT

Ash
10Wednesday

service 7pm

 Tues Bible

7:45pm

 Worship 11 am

21

Kacie’s
Cause, Conf.
7-9pm

 BBALL

6-8:30pm
Sanctuary

14

mtg 109  Staff
11

Al-Anon 8-9pm
Conf room

29
Leap Day

Recurring meetings
AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday
AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday

27
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Much can benefit from returning to basics
allels? I know there are in
my life.

CONTINUED from Page 1

downhill. Everything was
going great … I even complimented myself on what a
great repair job I had done.

Sometimes I forget or neglect the basics (prayer,
study, time away) because
I am striving for something I think is newer and
“better.”

And then it happened
again…it quit throwing
snow.

I wonder how often we
have looked at someone
else’s prayer life, style of
worship, study patterns,
discipleship, and judged it
harshly because it did not
measure up to what we
thought it should be …
and yet for them it was
efficient and effective at
leading them into the
presence of God.

This time I limped back
up the hill and into the garage and called for someone
to come and plow the driveway.
A little later in the
morning my neighbor
emerged from his home —
he has lived there more than
30 years.

He pulled out his snow
blower … the one he
bought a year or two after
moving in … and began to
slowly clean off his entire
drive with minimal effort.

Here is what I know.
If I had placed my snow
blower next to my neighbor’s and told you to
choose which one you
would want to use to dig
your way out of this last
storm … there is not one
person in our church who
would have chosen my
neighbor’s

As I watched his noisy,
old, slow, ugly looking
piece of machinery make its
way up and down the driveway, I could not help but
laugh at the irony.
Here I had the newest
and best, the more powerful (heck…
this thing even has headlights and
hand warmers!), and it was in the garage doing nothing while his old machine worked like a champ.

Just because something is new …
does not necessarily make it better.
You can have all the bells and whistles … but you had better make sure
you have the basics down first.

Without the basics, all the bells
As I (with the help of Rayann and
and whistles do not mean much.
Nancy) completed the driveway, I
thought often of the irony and the life
Thinking about our relationship
lessons that it holds.
with God…I wonder if there are par-

And yet it would have
been the wise choice.
Something to think about as we
move into a new year and think
through what ministry will look like
in 2016.

Pastor Dan

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

Senior luncheon set

If you would like an electronic copy, please contact
Monica at 610-444-5320.

The next senior luncheon will be held Feb. 25 at
noon in Fellowship Hall.

The monthly fellowship features food and entertain- Weather notices
ment and is open to the community. Postcards with more
To find out if church events are cancelled due to
information about the theme and entertainment will be
weather, watch NBC10, listen for a message on the
sent out later this month.
church’s answering machine, or check the Facebook
page.

Annual report
First Baptist Church has been compiling its annual
report for 2015, which should be available in advance of
the Feb. 21 annual business meeting.

Easter Egg hunt
Mark your calendars! The annual Easter Egg hunt at
the church will be from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. March 26.

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

