January 2016

Welcome the new year!

CONNECTIONS
First Baptist Church of Kennett Square

Surviving, living, thriving
It is no secret that we go through
seasons during life.

You start to count, how many
green lights in a row have I hit? What
did I do to deserve this? Now this is
There are times when it seems
like everything is going our way. You what driving was meant to be, look at
leave home, head off to your destina- those poor, poor people stuck behind
tion, and every traffic light you come the red lights as I just cruise on by.
to is green.
In that simple moment we experiAt first you do not notice but af- ence what it means to be thriving.

the world of
living.
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12
are late for an
appointment, driving down the same
stretch of road, the light turns yellow,
we speed up just enough to get
ter a few minutes it is clear, someThe very next day we head down through the intersection before the
light turns completely red…whew, we
thing is going on here…and it is good. the same road and it feels like every
other light we come to is red…back to
CONTINUED on Page 10

Helping
the
hungry
Members of First Baptist Church, J.A.M. Christian
“The pinto beans were an important part of the food
Daycare, and other groups that partnered with FBC donat- baskets, and our families appreciate them,” said KACS
ed 294 pounds of pinto beans and 25 pounds of rice to
Executive Director Melanie Weiler. “In one day, we dishelp feed the hungry this Christmas.
tributed 561 Christmas Baskets to families in the Kennett
The pinto beans and rice were used in the more than area, including 100 delivered to Luther House and homebound individuals.”
550 boxes that the Kennett Area Community Service
(KACS) organization distributed in December.

The Christmas Baskets, packaged in 47.5-pound food
CONTINUED on Page 2
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Front page, FBC volunteers Nancy
Bossert, Pastor Dan, Marcia Burton,
George Fresolone, Charmaine and
Nick Everhart helped create food
baskets for KACS. Above, some of
the 294 pounds of pinto beans that
were collected await pickup. At
right, KACS Nutrition Manager Abby
Morgan and Executive Director
Melanie Weiler picked up the
beans and rice from the church.

Food basket collection proves successful for community
CONTINUED from Page 1

the food distribution, according to
boxes, included turkey or chicken, and Weiler. The Christmas Baskets prothe fixings for a Christmas dinner, ac- gram began in 1954 and has grown
cording to KACS.
from originally serving two families
Nick Everhart was the team lead- to serving about 561. As it grew, the
er for FBC’s collection, which began distribution location moved as well.
in late November and finished Dec.
On the day of distribution, 200
13. Everhart also spearheaded the
people helped the families choose
church’s volunteer force several days their food boxes and other items like
later, when Everhart, his wife Chargently used coats for each member
maine, Nancy Bossert, George Freso- from the Unionville Coat Drive and
lone, Marcia Burton, and Pastor Dan five items for each child from Toys
traveled to the New Garden Township for Tots, according to Weiler. There
maintenance garage to help hundreds were also gently used bicycles from
of other KACS volunteers.
the Unionville Bike Drive.

joy to see,” she said. “They were helping less fortunate people and know the
joy of giving. The note they wrote to
attach to the bags in boxes were heartwarming.”
First Baptist’s 2015 efforts surpassed the previous year’s, when the
church and other organizations that
partner with it raised 268 pounds of
rice.

For those who would like to continue to help KACS in their mission to
feed the hungry, KACS is holding an
Empty Bowls fundraiser Feb. 25 at the
Red Clay Room. Tickets are $25, and
“As the old saying goes, many
Santa also made a visit to the
proceeds benefit the Kennett Food
hands make light the work,” said Bur- children, as did high school students Cupboard. “It provides a simple meal
ton. “The six of us were able to bag
from the Chester County Futures pro- of a bowl of soup and a small salad,”
onions, distribute them, carrots and
gram, Weiler said.
Weiler said. “There is a short propears in about two hours. It was so
Middle school students who were gram, a silent auction with dozens of
much fun to talk and work together.”
items, and everyone takes home a clay
helping wrote notes for the boxes,
bowl — handmade by local groups —
They were among the 120 volun- Burton said.
as a reminder that hunger exists in the
teers who set up in the days prior to
“Their laughter and singing was a community.”
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CE team begins Teens for Jeans collection
The Christian Education team and
DoSomething.org has an
the youth of First Baptist Church are initial goal of 100,000 and
collecting jeans this month for home- has already collected more
less teenagers.
than a thousand. There were
approximately 128,000
Called “Teens for Jeans,” all
homeless kids under the age
jeans collected — whether they are
of 18 on a typical January
old or new — will be donated to
homeless shelters in Chester and Del- day in 2015, according to the
aware counties in February, according Housing and Urban Development’s 2015 Homeless Asto CE Team Leader Jill Allaband
sessment to Congress.
Nicastro.
DoSomething.org estimates
“Do you know that a pair of jeans the annual number of homeis the No. 1 thing that homeless teens less children at around a milask for the most?” she said in a flyer lion.
about the collection.
“Teens for Jeans encourFirst Baptist’s youth group and
ages young people across the country
the members of the Junior and Senior to run a jean drive in their school or
Sunday School are sponsoring “Teens community to help provide clothing
for Jeans,” which is part of a national for youth experiencing homelessfundraising effort through DoSomeness,” according to a press release
thing.org, a Website dedicated to in- from DoSomething.org.
volving young people in social change
Last year those involved in the
through various campaigns.

Enjoy games at the
senior luncheon

nationwide campaign collected more
than 800,000 pairs of jeans.
First Baptist will collect jeans
through Jan. 31. Any brand of jean
and any size is accepted. Look for the
collection bin in the Narthex of the
church.

Bring your favorite dessert to
Windsor Baptist Church.
share at 6:30 p.m., prior to the Coats’
talk.
Youth Sunday planned

The next senior luncheon,
planned for Jan. 28 at noon, will feature a Game Time theme.

Debbie was the daughter of the
The youth of First Baptist
late Rev. Dean Hagerty, an American
Church will plan and lead the worBaptist Church minister.
ship service on Sunday, Jan. 31.
Besides enjoying food and felHer sister, Sue Hagerty, is an
The teens will spend most of
lowship with area seniors, those who American Baptist missionary in CosJanuary preparing for Youth Sunday,
attend can also enjoy brain-busting
ta Rica.
a special service held on the fifth
games.
Debbie and John have been mis- Sunday of a month where they plan
sionaries in Cambodia for a number everything from the music to the
of years. They have two sons.
Scripture to the worship message.

Missionaries to visit

They had been ABC missionarThe theme will be “Give Me
John and Debbie Coats will visit
ies for a number of years until the
Your Eyes,” according to Jill AlFirst Baptist Church next month.
Eastern Mennonite Church took over laband Nicastro, leader of the
They are missionaries with East- their mission management.
church’s Christian Education team.
ern Mennonite Missions, who will
FBC still supports them through
speak at FBC at 7 p.m. Jan. 20.
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Holiday highlights from J.A.M. Daycare
November and December
have been busy and fun months
for the staff and students at
J.A.M.
The preschool class went to
the Friends Home in Kennett, a
senior living community located
near the daycare, in November
and completed a Thanksgiving
craft with the residents. Sharon
had planned the activity.

Holiday fun
More than 30 adults and 28
children were involved with the
Angel Breakfast on Dec. 9. The
children did a wonderful job
with their songs.
A special thank-you as well
to Nancy Bossert from First
Residents of the Friends Home helped J.A.M. students make a special art project for the holidays.
Baptist Church, who prepared
the breakfast for us, and to PasSpanish Health Ministry.
tor Dan, for reading the Bible story.
The children in the toddler and preschool classes reStaff, daycare updates
turned to the Friends Home on Dec. 15 to sing Christmas
We completed our renewal for STAR 2 designation.
songs for the residents and to deliver their homemade
The Keystone STARS program recognizes quality early
Christmas cards. We received a thank-you from the
Friends Home for sharing this time with them. All classes learning programs throughout Pennsylvania.
at J.A.M. made special art projects for the holidays.
STARS stands for Standards, Training/Professional
Development, Assistance, Resources, and Support.
The preschool children have also made Christmas
cards that Ashley will deliver to local police stations.
According to the STARS web site, “Each level builds

Thank you
We collected many hats and mittens to donate to the

on the previous level and utilizes research-based best
practices to promote quality early learning environments
and positive child outcomes.”

On the Web:
www.jamdaycarekennettsquare.com
On Facebook:
www.facebook.com/jamdaycare
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MISSIONS

Christmas greetings from Jeni Pedzinski in Thailand
The following letter can be
found on the International Ministries Web site. Jeni Pedzinski is
one of the missionaries supported
by First Baptist.
Greetings from Chiang Mai,
Thailand! Winter is a truly lovely
time in Thailand.
The heat is no longer painful,
but pleasantly warm instead.
I don’t wake up and go to bed
sweating as I do during the rest of
the year!
Christmas was a welcome
season of joy to remember and
celebrate the coming of Jesus, and
I had a wonderful celebration with
friends here in Chiang Mai.

Jeni Pedzinski on Christmas Day, in a photo that appeared with her update on the International
Ministries Web site.

Thank you all for your prayers
Please pray that this three-month opportunity results
over this first of many Christmases spent away from my
in significant progress. Please also pray for one or two
family. I felt totally surrounded by God’s grace and love
good classmates or contacts with whom I might study and
on Christmas Day.
practice and spend time. I could really do with the compaThank you also for the Christmas cards and gifts you ny.
sent, which reminded me of your care and friendship.
Looking ahead, I will begin my orientation with New
Thank you for taking the time to extend your love! I am
Life Center sometime this summer.
so grateful.
I look forward to that time with great anticipation,
The new year has arrived, and with it a new opporknowing my weakness but remembering God’s strength,
tunity for me to continue my Thai language study in
and trusting that God has brought me here on purpose –
Bangkok, the capital city of Thailand.
for a purpose.
Bangkok is about 10 hours south of Chiang Mai, a
In closing, I want to tell you again (and again and
bustling city of 6.5 million people.
again!) how thankful I am for your consistent financial
I have rented a studio apartment there from January support and loving prayer.
through March in order to take some intensive classes,
Because you give, I am able to serve and stay in this
building on what I have already learned.
place. Y our faithfulness equips my obedience. Thank you!
My weakest points continue to be listening compreJeni
hension and articulation.
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Join us in celebrating these January birthdays
Evelyn Fay Heaton
Paul Freeman
Eric Lundquist
Shirley Poole
Emily LeGault
Sarah LeGault
Jill Allaband Nicastro
Matthew McDonald
Aubrey Bogle
Bob Burton
Sarah Marie Barlow

Jan. 1
Jan. 2
Jan. 3
Jan. 11
Jan. 15
Jan. 15
Jan. 16
Jan. 16
Jan. 18
Jan. 20
Jan. 29

If your birthday is not listed, please call, see or e-mail Monica Fragale.

“Happy Birthday” by Petr Kratochvil. Courtesy of www.publicdomainpictures.net
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January 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

 Day care
closed

Sat

2

 AA Alcathon
1-10 pm FH

3

 Deacon/
Communion
offering

4

5

 Sunday
School all ages
9:45

 MH—
 Remove
6 decorations
7 classroom
(pm) 8

 Staff
meeting
10-11 am

 Kacie’s
Cause 7-9pm
conf room

 Youth
Group 78:30pm

 PRC 6:30
pm

 MH 6-8:30
pm in FH

Men’s
9 breakfast
8 a.m.

 Al-Anon 8-9
pm conf room

 Worship 11
 MH–Sanctuary
6-8:30 pm
 Sunday 11
10
School all ages
9:45

 Worship 11
 Fellowship
Luncheon

 Mission
Team 1:30 pm
 Deacon/
Elder Board
7 pm

 MHSanctuary 6-8:30

17 School all

 Sunday

ages 9:45

 Worship 11
 MISSION—
Blanket Sunday

Sunday
School all
ages 9:45
Worship 11
MH– Sanctuary
6-8:30 pm

13

 Call to
Worship 7 pm

10-11 am



 Bible
Study
1:30 pm
POs due today

18
Martin
Luther King
Day

19

25

14

 CE
Team 7 pm

Youth
group 78:30 pm

 Property
Team 7 pm

Coates FH 7 pm

 Staff
meeting
10-11 am

 ABW 1:30 pm
 Youth group/
dinner 7pm
 Al-Anon 8-9
pm conf room

Staff
26 meeting

27

 Youth
Group 7 pm

10-11 am

 Bible
Study 1:30 pm

 Al-Anon 8-9
pm conf room

15
 MH 6-8:30
pm in FH

Cause 7-9pm
conf room



22
Quiet
Waters 7
pm

 Kacie’s

Cause 7-9pm

28
 Senior

luncheon noon

 Kacie’s

29
 MH 6-8:30
pm in FH

Cause 7-9pm

POs due today

ABW Love Gift

Worship 11
MH– Sanctuary
6-8:30 pm

23

 MH 6-8:30
pm in FH

31 Youth
Sunday/

Sunday School
all ages 9:45

16

 Kacie’s

 Al-Anon 8-9
pm conf room

John &
20 Debbie
21

 Bible
Study
1:30 pm

 MH– Sanctuary 6-8:30 pm

24

Staff
12 meeting

Recurring meetings
AA Mid-Day Miracles: Noon to 1 p.m., Monday-Saturday
AA PM group: 7:30-9:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday

30
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Taking bold steps toward thriving in 2016
CONTINUED from Page 1

survived that one…uh oh now there is
a different color light flashing behind
us.
Red light, Yellow light, Green
light … simple illustrations of the difference between Surviving, Living
and Thriving.

If we took an honest look at our
lives it would be fairly easy to identify those seasons where we felt as if
we were simply surviving.
It was all we could do to hold on,
keep our head above water and search
out that firm footing to take a deep
breath.
There would be seasons we
would describe ourselves as living,
nothing great, nothing traumatic,
simply getting through the day, week,
month doing what needs to get done
as we moved through life.

The 1962 Crusaders men’s class from 1962, taught by Frank Gibbs. Some of the members’ last
names should be familiar to current churchgoers — they include Hostetler, Guest, Stansberry,
Campbell, Felicetti, and Freeman.

what God has done in our midst and
what God will do in our midst in the
future if we remain faithful and seek
out His invitation for us in this time
and place.

Then there are those special seasons where we feel as if we are thriving, things simply seem to fall into
place, we begin to see movement toward goals we have set for ourselves,
As 2015 draws to a close and we
and there is a spirit of joy that radiates
look ahead to 2016, I want to declare
around us…life is good.
2016 the year we move from merely
Just as our personal lives go
surviving or living to thriving.
through these seasons I believe instiIf you are willing I invite you to
tutions (churches) go through seasons
join me in praying that this year
of Surviving, Living, Thriving.
would be the year our church commuLooking back over our churches nity takes bold steps toward thriving.
history we can clearly see seasons
Thriving in our relationships with
where we thrived.
God.
The picture on this page is of one
Thriving in our relationships with
of the men’s Sunday school classes
each other.
(back when classroom space was limThriving as we follow God’s inited and parking was even less).
vitation to “employ our gifts to meet
I love this picture. It points to

the needs of individuals and families”
within our community.
As you pray be asking God what
your role will be in helping us make
that transition.
How can you offer your gifts and
talents to help individuals, families,
and the First Baptist Church community thrive?
I am excited to see where this
next year takes us and am glad that we
will have the opportunity to journey
together.
Praise God we can see the faithfulness of Abba Father in our lives no
matter what season we may find ourselves in!

Pastor Dan

First Baptist Church
415 W. State St.
Kennett Square, PA 19348
FAX: 610-444-0480
Pastor Daniel Nicewonger
WEB SITE:

firstbaptistkennettsquare.org
W ORSHIP S ERVICE:
11 A. M.
S UNDAY S CHOOL FOR
ALL AGES: 9 :45 A. M.
B IBLE S TUDY T UES: 1 :3 0 P. M.
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP WED : 7 P . M .
Y OUTH G ROUP W ED: 7 P. M.
J.A.M. Christian Daycare
610-444-1795
Nancy Nicewonger,
Director

Passages

First Baptist is handicapped accessible

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two sons, Donald L. Poole,
Donald L. Poole, Sr., 82, of UnJr. and his wife Donna of West
ionville, PA, passed away on Sunday,
Grove, and Kenneth B. Poole and his
Dec. 6, 2015, at his residence. He was
wife Patricia of Nottingham; three
the husband of Shirley Allaband
daughters, Kathleen Allaband of UnPoole, with whom he shared 63 years
ionville, Donna Bogle and her husof marriage.
band George of West Grove, and BarDon was a 50-year member of
bara J. West and her husband Joseph
the First Baptist Church of Kennett
of Kennett Square; one brother, RobSquare, PA, where he was a Deacon ert Poole of Nottingham; three sisters,
Emeritus. He enjoyed gardening,
Nancy Poole Allaband of Nottingcooking for the men’s breakfast at
ham, Betsy Tome of Rising Sun, MD
First Baptist Church, and being with and Mary Jane Krimmer of Oxford;
his family and friends.
13 grandchildren and 16 greatgrandchildren.

Thank you
Thank you to Pastor Dan
and his visits to Don at home
and in the hospital.
Thank you to the First Baptist family, for your kindness, for
cards, and for your visits and
love to his family with our loss
of Don.
He loved the church and
mostly the people. Thank you to
Nancy (Bossert) and her help
with serving the luncheon.

— Shirley Poole

J.A.M. has immediate openings, which
provides day care for children ages 6 weeks
to 6 years. For more information, call J.A.M.
at 610-444-1795.

